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preface: 



t ro m the Gospel written by " that Disciple whom 
Jesus loved," we learn that our Lord, on the night 
before his Crucifixion, discoursed and prayed in the 
presence of his disciples with unwonted freedom, 
fulness, and affection. Truth and Love flowed from 
his lips: — Truth, to establish their hearts; and 
Love, to soothe them. 

The words of Christ are recorded for our encou- 
ragement. Here He tells us of heavenly things, 
with the authority of One who came from God, 
and who was God : while He condescends to our 
infirmities, with all the tenderest sympathy of the 
suffering Son of Man. Hence, this part of Scrip- 
ture is always felt to be peculiarly suitable to the 
Afflicted. What doctrine is there, either neces- 
sary or consolatory for us to know, which is not 
amply unfolded here ? 

In reference to the following pages, the Author 
would simply state, that they were written during 
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a protracted season of domestic sorrow. To that 
Source, where he himself finds refreshment, he is 
willing to direct others. These five Chapters of 
St. John's Gospel— perused with calm meditation, 
and with earnest prayer for the teaching of the 
Holy Ghost, the Comforter — will never fail to en- 
large and elevate the heart of a Believer : for they 
are the words of Christ ; " they are spirit, and 
they are life." By them, may our Lord himself 
speak to our inmost souls ; re-assuring us of what 
he said to his distressed Disciples — in me ye shall 

HAVE PEACE ! 



CLAPHAM COMMON, 

Jan. 1846. 



THE LAST 

DISCOURSE AND PRAYER 

OF OUR LORD : 

AS RECORDED IN THE GOSPEL OF SAINT JOHN. 

THE LOVE OF CHRIST. 

John ziii. 1 . 

Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that 
his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto 
the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end. 

Although Jesus had frequently declared to his 
disciples, whence he came, and whither he was 
going, yet, till about the close of his ministry, 
they were very imperfectly aware of his thoughts 
and purposes. On the evening of the feast of 
the Passover, however, he more distinctly told 
them all that was in his heart : and the Spirit of 
God afterwards brought all these things to their 
remembrance. In the Gospel, written by " that 
disciple whom Jesus loved," we have a full account 
of the last Discourse and Prayer of our Saviour. 
May his Spirit assist us in our meditations on this 
beautiful and precious part of the word of God ! 

In this introductory sentence, St. John repre- 
sents our Lord as having his thoughts occupied 
about Himself, his Father, and his disciples. 



£ THE LOVE OF CHRIST. 

1. First, mention is made of his thoughts con- 
cerning Himself. " Jesus knew that his hour was 
come that he should depart out of this world." 

He had, on former occasions, said, " My time is 
not yet." And when his enemies would have 
apprehended him, they were restrained from so 
doing, because (the Evangelist says) "his hour 
was not come." But now, having dwelt on this 
earth more than three and thirty years, and during 
the last three or four years publicly exercised his 
ministry among men, Jesus knew that the time of 
his departure was at hand. He therefore prepared 
his own mind, and the mind of those about him, for 
the solemn season of separation. 

2. " The Father" is then named. He was going 
" unto the Father." Jesus knew " that he was 
come from God, and went to God." He had from 
eternity dwelt in the bosom of the Father. When 
he entered on his ministry, and at various times, a 
voice from heaven bare witness unto him, saying, 
" This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." The Father had filled him with the Holy 
Ghost, giving him the Spirit without measure, that 
he might be enabled to fulfil the work of Man's 
redemption. And now, the Father having given 
all things into his hands, he was about to return to 
heaven, to sit down at the right hand of the Ma- 
jesty on high, there to administer the affairs of the 
kingdom of God. The time for this great change 
was at hand. 

3. It is also recorded by this Evangelist, (and 
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no doubt, for our consolation and instruction it is 
recorded,) that at this period our Lord felt a pecu- 
liarly tender and thoughtful regard for his chosen 
Disciples. " Having loved his own which were /in 
the world, he loved them unto the end." Let us 
consider how much is denoted by this account of 
the love of Jesus. 

(1) His love for his Disciples was Divinely free. 
They were the children of God's choice ; and were 
made and kept faithful, through the love and 
through the intercession of Christ. The God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ had " blessed 
them with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ; according as he had chosen them in 
Him, before the foundation of the world." Christ 
himself tells them, " The Father himself loveth 
you:" and again, " Ye have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you." And thus it is with all the 
Redeemed of the Lord. " After that the kindness 
and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 
not by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us." 

(2) The love of Jesus sprang from his having 
A property in his disciples. They are called " his 
own." They were his both by gift, and by pur- 
chase. To his Father, he says, " Thine they were ; 
and thou gavest them me." He bought them also 
with his own most precious blood. 

(3) His was a gentle, patient, forbearing love. 
He had dealt very kindly with them in all their 
weaknesses, prejudices, errors, and sins. He par- 

b2 
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doned the past, and led them on to higher and 
higher attainments. The disciples felt this. The 
condescension of their Lord had greatly increased 
their confidence and attachment. 

(4) Yet it was a Discriminating love. He knew 
which of them would betray him; and for Judas, 
the son of perdition, he had no love ! 

(5) It was a love Of Pity. This is the tenderest 
form of love; and fallen man needs much of it. 
Jesus loved " his own which were in the world." 
He compassionated their case, on being left, (while 
he was going to glory), as lambs in the midst of 
wolves, as saints in the midst of a world lying in 
wickedness. 

(6) The love of Jesus was an Everlasting love. 
" Having loved them, he loved them unto the end." 
He first, by his own love, attracted their affec- 
tions; and he thenceforward held them fast for 
ever. "I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love : therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn 
thee." 

(7) In reviewing this scene of affection between 
Christ and his disciples, let us not forget that the 
love of Jesus is also Comprehensive. It reaches 
equally to us, if we believe in him, and are willing 
to be his. " Neither pray I for these alone (he 
said); but for them also, which shall believe on 
me through their word." O then let us draw near 
to this Saviour ! Let us shelter ourselves in his 
presence, that he may extend mercy to our souls, 
and that we too may learn to love Him ! 
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HUMILITY TAUGHT BY CHRIST'S EXAMPLE. 
John xiii. 2 — 16. 

And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the 
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him ; 

Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God ; 

He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments ; and took 
a towel, and girded himself. 

After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash 
the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith 
he was girded. 

Then cometh he to Simon Peter : and Peter saith unto him, 
Lord, dost thou wash my feet ? 

Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest 
not now ; but thou shalt know hereafter. 

Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus 
answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. 

Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also 
my hands and my head. 

Jesus saith unto him, He that is washed needeth not save to 
wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but 
not all. 

For he knew who should betray liim ; therefore said he, Ye 
are not all clean. 

So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his gar- 
ments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye 
what I have done to you ? 

Ye call me Master and Lord : and ye say well ; for so I am. 

If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet ; ye 
also ought to wash one another's feet 

For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than 
bis lord ; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 

Our Lord being desirous to teach his disciples a 
lesson on Humility, he teaches them by an einble- 
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matical action. It is usual, in the East, to wash the 
feet of weary travellers; Christ therefore adopts 
this custom. Having risen from supper, he lays 
aside his upper garments, girds himself with a 
towel, pours water into a bason, and proceeds to 
wash the feet of every one of his disciples. How 
could they do otherwise than wonder at such con- 
descension ; especially in one whom they had at- 
tended as their Master, and whom they had acknow- 
ledged as the Christ, the Son of God, the Saviour 
of the world ! 

One of the disciples alone is mentioned, as ex- 
pressing an unwillingness that the Saviour should 
so condescend to him ; but it is probable that Peter 
in this said no more, than what most of them 
felt : only he was ever the most ready to utter all 
his mind. First, he expresses amazement : Christ 
therefore bids him wait, and within a while the 
meaning of this extraordinary transaction shall be 
explained to him. Peter still resists. Jesus an- 
swers him with words of solemn spiritual meaning : 
" If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me." 
Peter, like a man all in extremes, now requests 
that Jesus would wash, not his feet only, but also 
his hands and his head. Our Lord mildly perse- 
veres, reminding him that it was usual, on such 
occasions, only to wash the feet ; the weary travel- 
ler, coming off from a dusty road, needed no more : 
and this would also be quite enough to convey 
emblematical instruction to the disciples. 

Yet our Lord takes occasion, at this moment of 
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the conversation, to mark a difference that existed 
between one of his disciples and all the rest. " Ye 
are clean, but not all." Jesus knew which was the 
traitor. Though he washed the feet of Judas, he 
yet knew that Satan had already taken full posses- 
sion of that wretched man's heart. Is it not the 
same in many a religious assembly ? All seem to 
join alike in outward services : but God knoweth 
the hearts. He sees who are sincere, and who are 
hypocrites: and will give true judgment accord- 
ingly. Oh, how awful will be that day of judgment, 
which will eternally separate between the precious 
and the vile ! 

And now our Lord explains the meaning of his 
action. It was intended as an example to his dis- 
ciples, and to all who bear his name. Is he our 
Lord and Master ? Is he so condescending to his 
unworthy followers ? And will not they learn a 
like humility ? Have we any pretensions to act a 
less lowly part, than Christ? On the contrary, 
our lowliness is but a mutual humility exercised 
toward our fellow-servants and brethren in Christ : 
his condescension was that of a master to his ser- 
vants, of a king to his rebel- subjects, of the Lord 
of glory to poor worms of earth ! 

We are not required to do the same thing ; that 
would be too servile, and too easy a way of imita- 
ting Christ : but we are enjoined, " Let the same 
mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus;" 
and we are to manifest that "mind" by all suitable 
actions. " Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly 
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in heart." " Put on, as the elect of God, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind." " In 
honour preferring one another." " Mind not high 
things, but condescend to men of low estate." " Put 
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ." " Be clothed with 
humility." " In love serve one another." 

Our Lord had often seen what was the weak 
side of his disciples: he had seen it this very 
evening: each one of them desired to be chief. 
Therefore, by his own example, Jesus gives a check 
to all self-seeking, self-preference, and self* exalta- 
tion. Some are proud ' of their birth : some of 
their abilities : some of their supposed, superior 
merit: others of their wealth, or their comeliness, 
or their repute among men. Disciples who yield 
to this spirit of self-importance, grow unsociable, 
unfriendly, distant; and even morose, peevish, and 
overbearing. They greatly dishonour the Gospel ; 
and become not merely useless, but sometimes 
even pernicious members of the visible Church. 
Let us pray then for the Spirit of Christ. Let us 
cultivate the retiring and unostentatious fruits of 
the Spirit : such as goodness, gentleness, meekness 
and peaceableness. When it can be done without 
impropriety, let us aim at taking the lowest place. 
And if superiority in any thing be our ambition, 
let us strive to excel in all serviceable, conside- 
rate, and kind attentions to the wants of others ; 
especially by succouring the pious Poor, by being 
friendly to strangers, and by relieving the perse- 
cuted and afflicted, for Christ's sake. 
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KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE. 

John xiii. 1 7. 

If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 

This short sentence of our Lord should lead us to 
Inquire — What do we know ; and, How far do we 
carry our knowledge into practice ? 

When Jesus says, " These things," he probably 
referred to the lesson on humility, which he had 
just taught his disciples. Humility is the first step 
in religion: it is the ground on which all other 
Christian graces must be built. Christ begins his 
Beatitudes with it : " Blessed are the poor in spirit : 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 

1. Have we understood these things ? Have we 
felt how wretched and miserable, how poor and 
blind we are as sinners? And have we come by 
faith to Jesus, for pardon and remission of sins 
past; for the renewal of our hearts in holiness; 
and for the transformation of our souls into the 
image of God ? Have we been taught what it is 
to walk by faith ; what it is to walk "not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit;" what it is to put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and to walk in love as He 
hath loved us ? 

2. If we know these things, are we happy doers 
of them ? For what is knowledge without practice ? 
A faith without works is no better than the faith of 
devils. Following Christ, without imitating him, 
is only self-deception and hypocrisy. It was the sin 
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of Judas. It can only end in Christ's saying, " I 
know you not : depart from me, ye workers of ini- 
quity ." Suppose we understood all mysteries, and 
all knowledge ; yet if we were without charity, it 
would profit us nothing. It would only turn to 
our greater condemnation at the last. 

Oh, that this were deeply felt in the Church, 
and by each individual member of the Church of 
Christ ; especially by his Ministers ; to whom (as 
of old to his disciples) the Lord still says, " If ye 
know these things, happy are ye if ye do them ! " 
We are frequently prone to neglect those virtues 
and graces, which are a genuine imitation of Christ, 
and which thrive best in the shade ; while we ad- 
mire those gaudy and glittering gifts and talents, 
which will prove of little worth in a dying hour. 

To " do these things," which Christ by his teach- 
ing and example recommends to us, we must first 
of all give our hearts and wills to him. " Stir up, 
O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people." For this 
end, there must be much prayer : we must pray, 
not now and then, but constantly ; that the bent of 
our hearts may be, to love and keep God's holy 
commandments. And as we daily learn how we 
ought to walk and to please God, so should our 
obedience abound more and more. We should in- 
creasingly delight in his will. The life of Christ 
should be our daily example : his temper, his mind, 
his Spirit, should be daily wrought into our inner 
man. To promote the glory of our heavenly 
Father and the good of others, should be our ruling 
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motive : a motive, to work secretly* and to bring 
bring forth fruit openly. 

The happiness of this state consists, principally, 
in that freedom of communion, which a sincere soul 
enjoys with the Lord. " Blessed are the pure in 
heart : for they shall see God." Even now, they 
in some measure behold his glory, and are changed 
into the same image, from glory to glory. This 
happiness a hypocrite cannot know: and a self- 
deceiver, an inconsistent, careless professor, if he 
fancy himself to have it, will nevertheless find his 
confidences fail him in the hour of trial. But a 
sound-hearted believer can assure his heart before 
God : for God himself gave his faithful servant that 
soundness of heart. 

Another point of his happiness consists in this ; 
that he has confidence and boldness in dealing with 
• men. He can speak to them with affectionate plain- 
ness ; and they, in return, trust him. This quality 
is peculiarly needed by a Christian Minister. Con- 
sistency of character gives strength and authority 
to all his exhortations and labours. 

Thus a faithful believer has power with God, and 
with man. He has indeed nothing to boast: far 
from it ! But in Jesus and in his words, he has all 
he needs, for present and everlasting happiness. 
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THE REJECTION OF JUDAS ISCARIOT. 
John xiii. 18 — 30. 

I speak not of you all : I know whom I have chosen : but that 
the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me 
hath lifted up his heel against me. 

Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, 
ye may believe that I am he. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever 
I send receiveth me ; and he that receiveth me receiveth him 
that sent me. 

When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and tes- 
tified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you 
shall betray me. 

Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom 
he spake. 

Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, 
whom Jesus loved. 

Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask 
who it should be of whom he spake. 

He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it ? 

Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I 
have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to 
Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. 

And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus 
unto him, That thou doest, do quickly. 

Now no man at the table knew for what intent he spake this 
unto him. 

For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that 
Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of 
against the feast ; or, that he should give something to the poor. 

He then having received the sop went immediately out : and 
it was night. 

There is a certain point, beyond which God will 
no longer show forbearance towards wicked men ! 
Sinners unhappily despise and abuse his patience ; 
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and go on adding iniquity to iniquity, till at length 
they are past feeling, and their conscience is seared 
as with a hot iron. Then it is that their judgment 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 

Judas Iscariot, being one of the twelve, had now 
for upwards of three years been a constant com- 
panion and disciple of the Lord Jesus : but so far 
from profiting by such rare religious advantages, 
his heart was all the while alienated from his Master, 
whom he followed only for the sake of certain paltry 
gains, which he could from time to time stealthily 
appropriate to his own use. 

Jesus, the heart-searching God and Saviour, saw 
through him from the very first ; but for infinitely 
wise reasons permitted him to be always with him like 
the other eleven. Occasionally our Lord dropped 
a hint as to Judas's real character : but these no- 
* tices were lost upon the other disciples, who were 
themselves too simple-minded and sincere to suspect 
one of their number of being a thief and a traitor. 
Even on this very night of his betrayal, when our 
Lord so plainly named the horrid crime which was 
about to be perpetrated, and so clearly pointed to 
the guilty individual, they had only a confused 
notion of the matter. They even supposed, when 
Judas quitted the guest-chamber, that probably he 
was sent out to purchase provisions ; or even upon 
some errand of mercy to the poor. 

How awful the hardness of Judas's heart : how 
different from the alarm and anxiety of his fellow- 
disciples ! What a contrast, also, to the horror of 
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soul, experienced at this moment by the Saviour 
of mankind ! " I speak not of you all/' saith Jesus, 
" I know whom I have chosen." He then alludes 
to the necessity, that the Scriptures should be ful- 
filled. Then at length he says plainly, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray 
me :" but while he utters the words, he is " troubled 
in spirit : " shocked to contemplate such an atrocity ; 
shrinking from the company of this fiend-like man ; 
knowing his own sufferings to be the certain con- 
sequence ; and foreseeing that the eternal perdition 
of wretched Judas was near at hand. 

The disciples are struck with astonishment They 
look one on another, to see who betrays guilt by 
his countenance. They ask with shuddering, " Lord, 
is it I?" Judas has the audacity to ask the same 
question ! John then, on a sign from Peter, in- 
quires, at whom the Lord pointed. Jesus makes it 4 
known by a significant action, dipping his hand in 
the dish, and giving a sop to Judas. Unmoved 
from his diabolical purpose, Judas goes through all 
this confounding scene ; receives the sop ; and then 
immediately withdraws to complete his part in the 
murderous plot against his master. What a night 
was that ! 

And how was this ? How could one who had 
received so many favours from Jesus entertain the 
thought of betraying "the innocent blood ?" It 
was because he had long cherished a sinful passion, 
the love of money : and now Satan entered into 
him ; and he made no resistance. 
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Let us learn from this awful story : — 
1. First of all, not to trifle with religious advan- 
tages, and not to profane holy things by a hypo- 
critical use of them. Judas had, no doubt, both 
preached and wrought miracles in the name of 
Jesus, as well as heard many most affecting conver- 
sations from his lips : and yet his possession of all 
these means of grace ends in his committing this 
atrocious and unpardonable sin. Let us not trust 
in the mere enjoyment of outward means. There 
is a proverb of reproach, and it has often been 
verified — " The nearer the Church, the further 
from God." Here we may say, "The nearer to 
Christ, the further from salvation." Judas could 
even kiss Jesus, and say, "Hail, Master;" in the 
very act of betraying him. But we know who 
his master was ; — the Devil. 

b 2. Next, let us guard against the temptations by 
which Satan works upon mankind. When evil 
passions of any kind are secretly indulged, they 
tend utterly to destroy grace : they will not suffer 
it to take root in the heart. Such are — covetous- 
ness, hypocrisy, deceit and guile, (Judas's besetting 
sins); proud thoughts; lustful desires; habits of 
intemperance; envy, anger, and revenge. These 
generally grow from small beginnings : but in pro- 
cess of time, if we give place to the Devil, he 
pushes his advantage; and then, unless we are 
saved by almost a miracle of grace, he will hurry 
us on till he has completed our ruin. Esau sells 
his birthright for a mess of pottage : Judas, in be- 
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traying his Master, barters his own soul for thirty 
pieces of silver. Oh let us take warning from the 
dreadful examples that have gone before us ! Let 
us dread the very first approaches of sin : remem- 
bering that Satan, with all his might and cruelty, is 
ready to rush in upon us, the moment he finds the 
door of any heart unguarded. 

3. But there is no use in merely trying to keep 
evil out : the mind of man cannot remain empty or 
idle : therefore the way to cast out Satan, is, to in- 
vite Christ himself to dwell in our hearts by faith. 
Every believer is built up, in. Christ, "an habita- 
tion of God, through the Spirit" If love and 
humility fill this dwelling, there will be no place 
in it, where sin may lodge. The habit of sincere, 
practical obedience, in every thing commanded by 
Christ, will be like a fortification encircling the 
soul. The enemy cannot break through, to enter 
that heart ! 



MUTUAL LOVE ENJOINED BY CHRIST. 

John xiii. 31 — 35. 

Therefore, when he was gone oat, Jesus said, Now is the Son 
of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 

If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in him- 
self, and shall straightway glorify him. 

Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall 
seek me : and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot 
come ; so now I say to you. 

A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one ano- 
ther ; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 
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By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another. 

It is worthy to be noted, how sometimes the pre- 
sence of one individual causes a reserve and shyness 
to spread, almost insensibly, through a whole com- 
pany. When that individual withdraws, all are re- 
lieved, and conversation flows on with ease. Thus 
it was, when Judas quitted the company of the dis- 
ciples. His presence, (although the disciples knew 
not the worst of him,) was nevertheless a restraint 
on them all. Especially we observe, that Jesus 
refrained from entering on the most interesting 
subjects, while that base man was present 

But now he opens freely. The eleven seem to 
draw more near to him, as he pours out his whole 
soul into their attentive ears. He begins at once 
with the main subject; touching on his own pro- 
spects, and their duties. 

1. As for his own Prospects, they were glorious. 
" Now (he says) is the Son of man glorified." The 
powers of earth and hell are combining : now is my 
time to conquer. Never did earthly hero enter a 
field of battle with so much confidence and ardour, 
as Jesus displayed when approaching his hour of 
agony, his betrayal, his sentence, and his cruci- 
fixion. He knew that by this very death He was 
going to destroy him that had the power of death ; 
that is, the Devil. 

We find that in this his last conversation and 
prayer, he constantly refers to his Father. " The 
counsel of peace (as the prophet says) was between 
c 
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them both." The Father spared not the Son, but 
delivered him up for us all: the Son obediently 
and willingly submitted to die for us. By dying 
to redeem a lost world, Jesus the Mediator became 
glorious. His obedience to the Father, his zeal 
for the law of God, his self-denying humiliation, 
and his unbounded love to Man, were all displayed 
in this work of redeeming sinners. The Father 
was glorified in and by so dutiful and well-beloved 
a Son. It was a display of the manifold wisdom of 
God, moreover, that he should thus be both just, 
and yet the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. 
Therefore the Father designed more signally than 
ever to exalt his only and dear Son: giving him 
" a name which is above every name ; that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth : and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father." 

If Jesus so triumphed in the prospect of his own 
crucifixion, shall we ever be ashamed of him and 
of his word ? God forbid that we should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ ! 

2. Then, as to the Duties of the chosen eleven, 
our Lord (as he had often before done) expresses 
all in a single word — Love. How tenderly does 
he accost them : " Little children : " always dear to 
me ; now dearer than ever ! It is but a little time 
that I have to remain with you; (a few hours now, 
and forty days after my resurrection). How will 
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you long to enjoy my presence : how earnestly will 
you desire to follow me ! But, (as I once said to the 
unbelieving" Jews, meaning that they could not, for 
their unbelief, come to me), so now in another 
sense I say to you — It is not agreeable to the 
grand dispensation of my Gospel, that you should 
accompany me hence to heaven, immediately on 
my ascension thither. You have duties here below, 
for a while. Nor duties alone ; but sufferings also 
lie before you. Your happiness and usefulness, 
then, no less than my honour, will depend on your 
obeying this simple command ; which (though not 
indeed a new one) yet I enjoin with new motives, 
and enforce with an unheard-of example: — Love 
one another : love, as I have loved you : love so 
devotedly, so visibly, so unfeignedly, that all men 
may know that ye are my disciples. 

How little has this mark of discipleship appeared, 
in thousands who bear the name of Christ; and 
even among those, who minister in his name ! 
" Hateful and hating one another," is the uncon- 
verted character : " Lovely and loving one another," 
the character of true members of Christ. Oh, that 
we had grace to fulfil this law of Christ, " Love 
one another, even as I have loved you." — Let us 
grieve at the discovery, that, we have hitherto so 
little felt the power of Christ's example. Lord, 
our hearts are low and earthly : do thou raise them ! 
They are cold : O inflame them ! They are hard : 
do thou melt them ! They are narrow : do thou 
enlarge them ! And bind us, O our Saviour, so 
c2 
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closely to Thyself, that in Thee we may all be in- 
separably united to one another ! So shall Thy 
name be glorified in the earth ; and sinners shall 
be converted unto Thee. 



PETER WARNED BY CHRIST. 
John xiii. 36 — 38. 

Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou ? Jesus 
answered him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now ; but 
thou shalt follow me afterwards. 

Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now ? I 
will lay down my life for thy sake. 

Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till 
thou hast denied me thrice. 

There was a wide difference between the faults of 
the apostle Peter, and the sins of Judas Iscariot. 
Peter's errors gave evidence of great infirmity in 
him : but they were commonly excited by sudden 
temptation, or they sprang from an over-quick 
mind. They seemed, as it were, to lie near the 
surface of his character : his heart was right with 
God. The sins of Judas, on the contrary, were of 
the blackest die. They were deep, and long pre- 
meditated ; they showed a habit of malignity. His 
heart was alienated from God, and in close league 
with Satan. 

We must not, however, lightly regard Peter's 
great sin in thrice denying his Master. The story 
was written for our admonition. It is particularly 
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useful as a beacon, to good men of ardent temper. 
Let us consider Peter's character, and Christ's 
method of dealing with him. 

1. Peter, in his disposition, was naturally eager, 
vehement, and prompt He was a man of strong 
affections; prone to act from the impulse of the 
moment ; and always ready to take the lead of his 
brethren. While they thought, he spoke. He was 
not so much an ambitious, as an impetuous man: 
this it was, that so frequently caused his appearing 
foremost in the company- Yet was he also one of 
the more highly-distinguished of the disciples. He, 
and James and John, were repeatedly honoured with 
being made the intimate associates of our Lord, in 
his more private hours. 

But to speak of his faults more particularly ; one 
or two of them were the following. 

A Self-will, which led him to choose his own path. 
Observe how abruptly he breaks in upon the dis- 
course, with, " Lord, whither goest thou ?" Then, 
on receiving a check, he asks, " Why " — (something 
too much resembling a petulant child's question)— 
" Why cannot I follow thee now?" And then, in 
an over-doing temper, he offers more than is re- 
quired of him, protesting his readiness to die for 
Christ. Greater love could not be, than what he 
expressed, " I will lay down my life for thy sake." 
Peter doubtless felt that his affections were sincere : 
but he was not now called to martyrdom. At some 
future year, our Lord intimates, he might be : in 
feet he was so called, long after. — Thus, on another 
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occasion, he was himself the chooser of his path to 
Jesus : " Lord, if it be thou, bid me eome unto 
thee on the water." Jesus took him at his word : 
he said unto him, Come. We remember how he 
failed on that occasion : seeing the waves boisterous, 
he began to sink. 

Then, further, Peter had a Self-confidence, which 
led to his neglecting the only means of security ap- 
pointed by our Lord : " Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation." Christ very signifi- 
cantly checked his rashness with a question and a 
warning, which (we might think) could not be lost 
upon him : " Wilt thou lay down thy life for my 
sake ? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, the cock shall 
not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice." Yet 
Peter bears all these counsels, checks, and predic- 
tions, with an unmoved spirit. He was confident 
of his own strength. — Justly did Solomon say, 
" He that trusteth in his o w n heart, is a fool." 

Persons of ardent temperament usually attract 
great admiration : when therefore, like Peter, they 
fall, it is to teach us to cease from man : even from 
good men. The humble will be constrained to cry 
out, " Lord, what is man ! Lord, what ami!" 

2. View next, Christ's method of dealing with 
his rash disciple. 

Satan had already snatched one out of the visible 
fold: now his aim was to seize upon Peter also. 
But Jesus matches with a shepherd's eye ! He be- 
held the Eleven in extreme danger ; Peter most of 
all so. Yet were they perfectly safe beneath the 
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Saviour's care. Into that fold no enemy shall 
enter! "My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me : and I give unto them 
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My 
Father, which gave them me, is greater than all ; 
and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand." 

Further, Jesus solemnly warns Peter: this we 
have already noticed. 

Again, Jesus prays for him, while Peter was too 
heedless to pray for himself. " I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not." 

Jesus also directs him, how he is to act after his 
recovery from sin: "When thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren." 

Having forgiven and restored him, Jesus would 
afterwards ftdly put his love to the test : " Simon, 
son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? Lovest thou me more 
than these? Feed my lambs: Feed my sheep." 

The ten other disciples, like Peter, avowed their 
readiness to die for Christ; "Likewise also said 
they all :" yet, like him, they all forsook Jesus, and 
fled. But as Peter was boldest in profession, so 
was he chief in sin: thrice he denied his Lord! 
How can we sufficiently admire the patient, for- 
bearing, tender, forgiving spirit of our Lord him- 
self ! True indeed was that sentence, with which 
the Chapter opens — " Having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved them unto the end !" 
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FAITH AND HOPE. 
John xiv. 1 — 3. 

Let not your heart be troubled : ye believe in God, believe 
also in me. 

In my Father's house are many mansions : if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also. 

They who desire to comfort the afflicted, should 
understand the secret of speaking to the heart. Sor- 
rows lie deep : they cannot be plucked out of the 
mind by a few common-place sentiments. We need 
what Isaiah calls, " the tongue of the learned," in 
order " to speak a word in season to him that is 
weary." Such a tongue was given to our Lord 
Jesus Christ : he was expressly anointed with the 
Spirit, and then sent to heal the broken-hearted. 
The disciples could not but wonder at the gracious 
words that proceeded out of his lips : every thing 
he said was characterized by Truth, Simplicity, and 
Tenderness. 

He saw them troubled : he bids them be calm. 
And the calmness which he recommends was to be 
founded on two main supports : namely, a firm 
faith, and a lively hope. 

1. A firm Faith. "Ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me." 

There are seasons when we must ascend to the 
very first principles of Religion. Faith in God is 
the foundation of all our principles. To know with 
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full conviction of the heart, that there is one true 
God, the Creator and Governor of all things, infi- 
nite in power, wisdom, love, and truth; a God on 
whom all things depend, and without whose provi- 
dence not a sparrow falleth to the ground ; a God 
who is always present, who keepeth the feet of his 
saints, so that none that trust in him shall be deso- 
late : a Father, a Sovereign Lord, a Holy Judge — 
to believe in such a God, and to call him " our God 
and our Guide ;" this ought to settle the mind and 
establish the heart, as on a Rock. 

But this faith cannot be attained without a know- 
ledge also of Christ, the Mediator between God 
and man. " Believe also in me," saith Jesus to his 
disciples. Have I not been with you all this time, 
making myself known unto you, expressly that 
through me ye might have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father ? If, at this trying moment, and 
throughout* the painful scene which is approaching, 
you can only put your whole trust and confidence 
in me, as fulfilling the good pleasure of my Father, 
and doing all things well, your agitation of mind 
will be quieted. The burden laid on your spirits 
will indeed be heavy : but you will not sink under 
it You will be supported. 

How simple a thing is true Faith ! Yet, how 
difficult to attain ! What need have we to pray, 
" Lord, give me this divine grace ! Lord, increase 
my faith ! " 

2. But our Saviour recommends also another 
grace to his disciples ; and his love inspires them 
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FAITH AND HOPE. 



with it. He imparts a lively Hope. He carries 
them beyond the present scene ; far, far beyond ; 
even to the future time of everlasting glory. 

He tells them now, whither he is going. Heaven 
is the dwelling-place of his Father, God : and in 
that house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens, there are many mansions, many resting- 
places, where the righteous enter into peace; 
where they rest in their beds, each one walking in 
his uprightness. 

He tells them, for what he is going: " I go to 
prepare a place for you." — There is a certain 
course of preparation and training, through which 
our souls must pass, ere they become meet for the 
inheritance of the saints in light : much discipline, 
to carry on within us the work of sanctification. 
But the place itself Jesus intended now quickly to 
prepare : although it shall cost him dear, even the 
price of his most precious blood. 

And when all is prepared; when I shall have 
died and risen and ascended ; and when the saints 
have slept in Jesus, and awaked at the morning of 
the resurrection; then shall be brought to pass 
my saying, " I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself." Not merely would Jesus come with 
the gift of his Spirit, which Holy Spirit was to 
abide in Christ's stead with his Church, always 
even unto the end of the world : but Jesus himself 
is to come again, to judge all the earth, to accom- 
plish the number of his elect, to be glorified in his 
saints, and admired in all them that believe. 
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What can support the fainting soul, if not this 
hope ? Oh, that we had more of it ; a lively, sted- 
fast hope, a holy hope, an assured hope, a hope that 
maketh not ashamed : the expectation of an inhe- 
ritance incorruptible, and undefined, and that fadeth 
not away ! 

But the chief beauty and glory of this hope con- 
sists in the declaration of Jesus, that his disciples 
shall then dwell for ever in his presence. " I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also." And not only 
with Christ : but likewise in him, partaking of his 
nature by an inseparable union. Truly, " it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be : but we know that 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; for we 
shall see him as he is." 

O then, let all afflicted disciples, let the sick and 
dying who believe and hope in Christ, take comfort 
from his words ! And since he declares, " Surely 
I come quickly;" so let us, with heart and voice, 
reply, " Even so, come, Lord Jesus !" 
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CHRIST THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE. 
John xiv. 4 — 7. 

And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 

Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou 
goest ; and how can we know the way ? 

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life : no man cometh unto the Father, hut by me. 

If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also : 
and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. 

Our Lord awakens the attention of his disciples, 
by telling them, " Whither I go, ye know:" add- 
ing further, " And the way ye know." This would 
greatly surprise them. The meaning of our Lord 
was, that they were not without some knowledge ; 
though it was but a general knowledge, concerning 
Heaven, and concerning Himself as their guide 
thither. But Jesus was no doubt well pleased, that 
they should make more particular inquiries on so 
important a subject. 

The common error of mankind lies on the oppo- 
site side to humility. There are many, who in their 
vain imagination fancy themselves more knowing 
than really is the case. Their little knowledge 
puffs them up. The modest disciple of Christ 
generally rates his attainments very low. He is 
conscious of much igrforance, and feels humbled to 
think how little he has profited by Christ's teach- 
ing. Still, if we heartily love the Gospel, and dili- 
gently wait on Jesus, praying for an increase of 
light and grace, our " day of small things" will not 
be despised by this most gentle, most patient, and 



john xiv. 4 — 7. 29 

indulgent Master. Striving to follow Christ, let 
us be assured that we are in the way to heaven. 

Our Lord did not take it amiss, that his disci- 
ples should occasionally interrupt him with their 
remarks. This gives life to the scene, and makes 
it real conversation. Thomas, (the same who ma- 
nifested a doubting spirit on a subsequent occa- 
sion), now says on behalf of his brother-disciples, 
" Lord, we know not whither thou goest ; and how 
can we know the way?" A question, which led 
to one of the most instructive declarations any- 
where contained in Scripture. " Jesus saith unto 
him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life : no 
man com eth unto the Father, but by me." Let us 
consider each part of this sentence : humbly pray- 
ing for the grace of the Holy Spirit, that we may 
understand the mind of our blessed Lord in this 
important matter. 

1. First, Christ is the Way. 

That is, he hath revealed, and in his own person 
he hath actually opened, a way in which sinners 
may be reconciled unto God. Without Christ, 
we could not have obtained pardon and mercy 
from our Heavenly Father. Being under sentence 
of death, banished and alienated from God, we had 
no power to atone for our own sins, or to propi- 
tiate our avenging Judge. Therefore Christ came 
to offer us terms of mercy, and bring us to God, 
that we might be forgiven, accepted, and justified. 
This "way" is, through faith in the cleansing 
blood of Jesus the Son of God. " Christ hath 
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redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us." " Through him we have boldness, 
and access with confidence, through the faith of 
him." " Having boldness to enter into the holiest 
by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, 
which he hath consecrated for us, (namely, by his 
own incarnation and death,) let us draw near:" 
" let us come boldly unto the throne of grace." 
Let us plead the name of Jesus the Son of God, 
whose blood cleanseth from all sin. " There is 
none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved." 

2. Secondly, Christ is the Truth. 

He is himself true : he cannot lie. — He is also 
the substance of those dim shadows, which formed 
the religious services of the Jews. They offered 
animals in sacrifice : but Christ presented himself 
as the true Paschal Lamb, " the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world." They 
washed with water, and sprinkled with the blood of 
bulls and goats : but Christ with his own blood 
sprinkles our hearts from an evil conscience. " The 
law was given by Moses; but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ." But chiefly, Christ is the 
Truth, inasmuch as he is our true Teacher, in- 
structing us how we may come unto the Father. 
" No man hath seen God at any time : the only- 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath revealed him." 

3. Thirdly, Christ is the Life. 

He hath life in himself. He, as God, is the 
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Author of life to every living thing. And, as our 
Mediator between God and man, he gives new 
life, even life eternal, to as many as believe. As 
he said, " I am the resurrection and the life : he 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live: and he that liveth and believeth in me, 
shall never die." 

Life is manifested by breathing, motion, and 
action : therefore the spiritual life of all the regene- 
rate is evidenced by their minding the things of the 
Spirit Tbey live unto God. They walk in the 
Spirit. They pray in the Spirit. By the Spirit 
they have access, through Christ, unto the Father. 
The Spirit, which raised up Christ from the dead, 
raises them to a life of righteousness. And now, 
being quickened together with Christ, they have 
their fruit unto holiness : even that holiness, with- 
out which no man shall see the Lord. 

" No man cometh unto the Father, but by me," 
said Jesus to inquiring Thomas. Oh, may we have 
grace to profit by the reply, so lull of instruction, 
given to that disciple. Would we come to the 
Father, for pardon? Christ's meritorious blood is 
the Way. — Would we learn every thing needful 
concerning that way ? Christ is our True Guide. — 
Would we practise what is well pleasing unto the 
Father ? Christ is our Life : he gives strength and 
ability to serve the Lord ; causing the dead in sins 
to live again, the lame to walk, the blind to see, and 
the tongue of the dumb to sing. 
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CHRIST, AND THE FATHER. 
John xiv. 7 — 11. 

If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also : 
and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. 

Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it suf- 
ficeth us. 

Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and 
yet hast thou not known me, Philip ? he that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father ; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father ? 

Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
me ? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but 
the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 

Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me : or 
else believe me for the very works' sake. 

The conversation is again varied by another of the 
disciples, Philip ; who makes answer to our Lord, 
and draws out further communications from him* 
Philip is mentioned in the Gospel-history, St. John 
vi. 7. He showed, on that occasion, an inquiring 
and yet somewhat doubting turn of mind. The 
same appears in his remarks at this time : so con- 
fused and imperfect were the notions and disposi- 
tions of these servants of the Lord ! 

Our Saviour had just been speaking of his Fa- 
ther. Throughout his ministry, and especially on 
this evening, he frequently mentions and addresses 
"The Father." He was revealing important 
truths more and more distinctly to his disciples ; 
and he wished them to become familiar with these 
truths. Therefore it is that he so often speaks of 
the Father. For the same reason, and in the same 
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way, he gradually opens the doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit, in the parts following of this discourse. 

Concerning the offices of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, we can understand no more 
than what Scripture has revealed. So much is 
told us, as may promote our instruction, edifica- 
tion, and comfort. More than this was not wanted : 
and our Lord does not reveal more. 

Perhaps some may ask, Why did our Lord bring 
up mysterious subjects, in this his parting dis- 
course ; or, Why should there be any mysteries at 
all in Religion? 

We answer, first — That there is no possibility of 
avoiding mysteries in Religion. For, whether 
much be revealed, or little, it is all one: much 
will still remain behind, unrevealed; much that 
we cannot understand at present, seeing that God 
is infinite, and man is finite. If God were to dis- 
play himself as no higher than our understandings, 
he would be but a man like unto us; and we 
should cease to reverence him as God. We cannot 
conceive of a God, as being on our level ; or of a 
Religion coming from the true God, which shall 
be without mystery. 

Next, consider — That, if no more were told us 
concerning the deeper mysteries of Religion, than 
what man might suppose to be necessary and useful, 
we should most probably have nothing at all re- 
vealed: for man, vain and sinful man, would be 
well content to live without God in the world, or 
even with the most monstrous and false notions 
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about Him : as may be clearly proved by the case 
of thousands of blind idolaters. 

It appertains solely to the All-wise God to de- 
termine, how far He will reveal himself. — So far as 
He does reveal his nature to us, we are bound to 
give him our adoring thanks. We were sunk in 
the deepest darkness : the smallest ray from hea- 
ven, being the light of pure Truth, is an infinite 
mercy, and a free gift to man. 

Let us now turn to the remarks, in particular, 
made by our Lord to Philip at this time. He 
speaks of heavenly things, as one who had himself 
been in heaven : that is, not in a studied, formal 
way; but easily and familiarly: just touching great 
truths, and laying them naturally before our minds. 

" From henceforth (he says to Philip) ye know 
the Father, and have seen him." Philip answers, 
(declaring his ignorance, and yet his desire to be 
taught,) " Lord, show us the Father, and it suf- 
ficeth us." As much as to say — Thou tellest us, 
that it is possible to see the Father; nay, that we 
actually have seen Him : and yet we are not con- 
scious of it Only then explain this point; show 
us the Father : and we are content. 

Our Lord returns a mild, yet deserved rebuke 
to his disciple : — Have I, thy Master and Teacher, 
been these three years and upward with thee ; have 
I given thee so many opportunities of knowing 
me ; and yet hast thou not attained to this truth, 
that he who hath seen Jesus, hath seen the Father ? 
When thou oughtest to be a teacher, art thou still 
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a learner; a child in knowledge, and a child in 
faith? 

Our Lord then uses an expression, intended to 
show, that the co-existence or unity of the Father 
and the Son is of the most perfect kind. — It has 
been called, The mutual In-being of the Father 
and the Son. — So far, however, as this profound 
subject can be made clear, the words of Jesus him- 
self best declare it: "I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me." 

To give additional authority to his doctrine, he 
reminds Philip, that not his words only, but his 
miraculous works also, gave him a claim to be 
believed. 

On this great mystery it behoves us to follow 
closely the declarations of Holy Scripture, and by 
no means to deviate into human speculations. Briefly 
then we observe — That Christ and the Father are 
one. Christ, like the Father, was perfect in holi- 
ness: for none could ever convince him of sin. 
Like the Father also he is infinite in justice: 
many times did he declare the severity of his judg- 
ment against the impenitent; (especially against 
the Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites). Like the 
Father, Christ is Almighty; for by his own power 
he raised the dead ; yea, he raised himself to life. 
Like the Father, he is infinite in mercy and truth : 
for, whereas God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only-begotten Son, Christ likewise so loved 
the world as voluntarily to give himself to die for 
D2 
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our sins; that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 

He that hath seen Jesus, then, hath seen the 
Father. " No man hath seen God at any time : 
the only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him." Our blessed Lord 
unfolds this great truth to Philip and the other 
disciples, (and through them to us), in order to the 
following important practical ends : — That all men 
may honour the Son, even as they honour the Fa- 
ther: — that, through the milder glories of Em- 
manuel, as displayed in the Gospel, we may con" 
template the infinite holiness, justice, power, truth, 
and love of God : and, that we may be touched 
with the wonderful condescension of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in stooping so low to save sinners. 
Thus beginning to learn heavenly things here on 
earth, we shall be better prepared for the perfect 
light of heaven above. 

Oh, that there were such an heart in us, that 
we might earnestly desire, like Philip, to be in- 
structed by Christ ! Thus shall we be gradually 
enabled to understand the mysteries of the king- 
dom of God ! Being rooted and grounded in 
faith, and being taught to comprehend with all 
saints what is the breadth and length, and depth 
and height, and to know the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge ; we shall at the last be filled 
with all the fulness of God. 
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CHRIST, OUR INTERCESSOR, ENCOURAGE^ 
PRAYER IN HIS NAME. 

John xiv. 12 — 14. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also ; and greater works than these 
shall he do ; because I go unto my Father. 

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it 

Our Lord encourages his disciples, and believers 
throughout all ages of the Church, by declaring 
what great things he will perform on their behalf, 
when returned to his Father in glory. His own 
ministrations on earth had been distinguished by 
many works of mercy, and by important revelations 
of divine Truth : but it was the design of Christ, 
that the Church in following ages should be yet 
more largely blessed, through the ministrations of 
his Apostles, accompanied by the energy of the 
Holy Ghost 

Let us, with earnest prayers for the teaching of 
this Holy Spirit, contemplate the three important 
truths which this passage unfolds to our view. 

1. First, our Lord refers to that high Office 
which he was about to undertake. 

" I go unto my Father." This expression is 
often used by him. It signifies, not merely a de- 
parting from earth to heaven ; but, his going for a 
particular purpose. What that purpose was, we 
know from various other parts of Scr'^tutfc. \&& 
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was going, as our High Priest, to present the 
rits of his precious blood-shedding, for the pai 
of our sins. As our Intercessor and Advocat 
was going to plead on our behalf, and to ot 
every gift needful for our sanctification, our gr< 
in grace, and our complete salvation. 

2. The next point to be considered, is, V 
were the gifts, with which our Lord desij 
thenceforth to bless his Church? They i 
partly miraculous; and partly, the ordinary 
of grace. 

To his eleven disciples, (and, for a time 
others in his Church,) he intended to voucl 
miraculous gifts ; that is, the power of perfori 
works supernatural. Jesus had himself done n 
mighty works; so many, that St. John at the < 
of this Gospel, says, (by a strong figure of spe< 
" that if they should be written every one, I 
pose that even the world itself could not coi 
the books that should be written." But his 
ciples, being many in number, and their lives 
longed, and their ministrations extended to 
remotest parts of the world, probably wroi 
more miracles than even their Master : and the 
no exertion of power can be more certainly su 
natural, than the raising of the dead (a mil 
which our Lord repeatedly wrought, as well ai 
disciples after him); yet, on the whole, it 
probably be said with truth, that they perfor 
miracles more abundant than he ; many of t 
being of the most surprising nature. 
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All this was done, in order to give authority to 
their preaching : and it was effected through the 
power of the Holy Ghost; whose descent upon the 
Apostles was itself the grand miracle of the Gospel 
dispensation, introductory to all the rest. 

By the Holy Spirit came also the ordinary gifts 
of grace. What these are, it behoves us to know 
by our own inward experience. The chief of them 
are the following : — 

By the power of the Spirit it is, that a sinner 
obtains the gift of .Repentance unto life. Of our- 
selves, we have no ability to repent, or turn our- 
selves to God. It is by the Spirit that any heart 
is moved to godly sorrow for sin. He, and he 
alone, eauses the sinner's hard nature to soften, and 
inclines the rebel to submit. He smites the rocky 
heart, and the waters flow. 

By his power it is, that the soul is led to cherish 
Hope in Christ. Till the Spirit imparts this gift, 
the soul of a convinced sinner must needs be sad, 
downcast and desponding. But by his influence 
the word of Christ is applied sensibly to the heart ; 
especially that hope-inspiring word, " Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy-laden ; and I 
will give you rest" "Look unto me, and be 
ye saved." 

The same Spirit hath power to implant in our 
hearts the Love of holiness. He casts down imagi- 
nations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, bringing every 
thought into captivity to the law of Christ. Of 
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his internal operations, this is the greatest : it is 
a work within the sinner's heart. And oh, how 
many captives hath he thus set free from the cruel 
slavery of the world, the flesh and the devil! 
These are his spiritual miracles; wrought indeed 
by the ordinary influences of the Spirit, and through 
the simple preaching of Christ's word: yet so 
transcendently wonderful, that they are compared 
to a resurrection : " You hath he quickened, who 
were dead in trespasses and sins." 

3. The third Truth, brought to our notice in 
this passage, is, the power of The Prayer of faith, 
to obtain these blessings. 

Faith must have its warrant : and that warrant 
is, the Name of Christ. The Apostles wrought 
their miracles in Christ's name. " In the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk." 
" Eneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole." Thus 
they honoured the name and power of their Lord 
and Master. 

We too, when asking for the ordinary gifts of 
the Spirit, are emboldened to plead the same Name, 
and in that Name to approach the throne of grace 
with the Prayer of faith. " Ask in faith, nothing 
wavering." Whenever we kneel down in prayer, 
we may conceive our Saviour to be addressing to 
us this inquiry — " Belie vest thou, that I am able 
to do this thing for thee?" And the simple an- 
swer of our heart should be, " Yea, Lord !" If 
we brought all our wants, all our sorrows, trials 
and temptations to Christ in this way, and in this 
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spirit, would He not delight to hear and bless us ? 
Assuredly he would ! Nothing can be more plain 
or encouraging, than his own words — " If ye shall 
ask any thing in my name, I will do it" 

Lord Jesus, inspire us with faith in thy precious 
promises ; that, in all our necessities we may come 
boldly unto the throne of grace; assured that, 
whatsoever we ask according to thy will, thou 
hearest us ! 



LOVE AND OBEDIENCE. 

John xiv. 1 5. 

If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

There are many and strong reasons why we ought 
to love Christ: and if we do indeed love him, it 
will be our supreme delight to learn and do his 
will. 

1. The reasons for loving our Saviour, are chiefly 
the following : — 

First, " We love him, because He first loved us" 
This is the argument of St. John, in his first 
Epistle. How beautifully does he there discourse 
on this endearing subject : — " Love is of God." 
" God is love." " In this was manifested the love 
of God toward us, because that God sent his only- 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins." 
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Again, we ought to love Christ, because in his 
own nature and character he is Altogether lovely. 
He is the brightness of his Father's glory, and the 
express image of his Person- In him the Father 
is well- pleased. To those who received him, he 
was revealed as being fall of grace and truth. " He 
opened his mouth with wisdom, and in his tongue 
was the law of kindness." " He went about doing 
good." — In reading the Gospels we feel as if we 
never could be tired. How delightful to contem- 
plate the lovely character of Jesus, as it is there 
set forth, in the history of his life, miracles, dis- 
courses, conversations, sufferings, and exaltation to 
glory ! Who is like unto Thee, O adorable Jesus, 
Son of God, and Son of man, our Mediator and 
Redeemer ! 

And this shows us another reason, which all 
genuine believers have for loving Christ: it is, 
because He hath given them An heart to love him. 
Naturally, this is not the case with us. Although 
sinners lie under such infinite obligations to the 
Redeemer, they are not easily moved to love him. 
Careless, ungodly men view this Saviour with the 
same eye of indifference, that the Jews of old did. 
To them " he hath no form nor comeliness ; and 
when they see him, there is no beauty that they 
should desire him." But believers, when they have 
once tasted that the Lord is gracious, begin to feel 
a flame of pure and fervent love mightily kindling 
sin their hearts. And for this inestimable gift, the 
gift of a heart capable of loving and enjoying him, 
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they love Christ : " Whom having not seen, ye 
love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory." 

If we are his followers indeed, we shall love him 
also, because he is so patient, so forgiving, and so 
gentle towards us, in all our mistakes, our misdo- 
ings, and manifold imperfections. The disciples 
had experienced innumerable proofs of this for- 
bearing spirit of their Lord. When he said, " If 
ye love me," probably their feeling at once was, 
" Lord, we all do love thee : we have good cause 
for loving thee: we are amazed at thy condescension 
and long-suffering towards us." 

2. Jesus immediately follows up his design, by 
stamping on their hearts the law of Obedience. 
Love is itself a principal part of holiness : it is the 
main-spring of all true service done to Christ. — But 
let us reflect how much is intended by these few 
words, " Keep my commandments." What do they 
say to us ? 

First, Endeavour to know what is my holy will. 
Learn of me. Hear my words. Study my ex- 
ample, with a view to imitate it Remember the 
blessings pronounced by me, on those who possess 
poverty of spirit, sorrow for sin, meekness, a long- 
ing after holiness, mercifulness, pureness of heart, 
a pacific temper, and patience of joyfulness under 
persecutions for my Name's sake. 

Next, Strive by the help of my Spirit to put in 
practice all that you know to be your duty. You 
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are not to be mere admirers of what is good, but 
doers of it. Ye will but say that ye love me, if ye 
do not strive to excel in virtue. " Whoso keepeth 
my word, in him verily is the love of God per- 
fected : hereby shall ye know that ye are in me. 
He that saith he abideth in Christ, ought himself 
also so to walk even as Christ walked." 

And to this end, exercise a resolute Self-denial. 
The flesh will be much opposed to a life of holi- 
ness : the world and Satan will try to draw you off 
from it. Therefore, " If any man will be my dis- 
ciple, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow me." If Self be mortified, and 
your rebellious wills brought into subjection, none 
of my commandments will ever appear grievous to 
you. 

And further, Aim at Perseverance. Be not 
weary of well-doing. Be not satisfied with occa- 
sionally remembering my commandments and ob- 
serving them in a few instances : but keep and do 
them constantly. Like me, remember the poor, 
the sick, the miserable : and especially have pity 
upon men, as being unhappy sinners. To show 
mercy, is your calling, as it hath been mine. If 
you get no thanks from your fellow-creatures, yet 
remember that mine eye is over you for good; 
and when your course is finished, you shall hear 
from my lips the commendation, " Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant." 
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THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, WHO IS ALSO THE 
COMFORTER. 

John xiv. 16,17. 

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever ; 

Even the Spirit of truth ; whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know 
him ; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

Many great truths are contained in these words of 
our Lord : let us examine them particularly, be- 
seeching him to bestow on us that very gift of the 
Spirit, concerning which Jesus speaks. 

He opens to his disciples, (for the first time in 
this discourse,) the great doctrine of the Trinity. 
This he does, as we before remarked, not in a 
formal and systematic manner ; but by describing 
how each Divine Person of the Trinity performs 
his respective office. The Son intercedes with the 
Father for a certain gift : the Father accedes to 
the petition of his Son : and, in consequence, the 
Holy Spirit is sent down from heaven, to abide 
with Christ's Church for ever. This is the simple 
meaning of our Saviour's words. 

But it is the doctrine of the Holy Spirit that 
requires to be more fully explained at this time. It 
does not appear that our Lord had previously 
mentioned the subject, on this evening: but so 
important was it, that he again and again alluded 
to it afterwards ; at each time throwing new light 
upon the doctrine. We may observe from his Ian- 
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guage, the following four things : — The Holy Spirit 
is a Spirit of Truth; He is a Comforter; He abides 
for ever with Christ's true disciples; and, He is 
rejected by the world. 

1. He is a Spirit of Truth. 

There is, we know, a lying spirit, permitted by 
God to go to and fro in the earth, and to walk up 
and down in it: even Satan, who is also called the 
god of this world. Through his fraud and malice 
our first parents fell : and he still continues to de- 
ceive and destroy the nations by his falsehoods. 
"He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his 
own : for he is a liar, and the father of it" 

But, " for this purpose the Son of God was mani- 
fested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil." And he destroys this enemy, by lifting up 
against him the standard of the Spirit of truth. — 
By that Spirit the Apostles were directed to write 
the books of the New Testament ; as the ancient 
Prophets had, by the same Spirit, written the Old 
Testament. These volumes we now possess ; and 
they together form " the word of truth." " All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God." Let us 
reverence it, as being the voice of the Spirit, to 
us. Whenever we read the Bible, let us pray that 
the eyes of our understandings may be enlightened, 
by that same Holy Spirit. Then will this blessed 
Book be made profitable to us, " for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
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ness : we shall be perfected by it, and thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works." 

2. The Holy Spirit is also a Comforter. 
Christ had been a most kind and compassionate 

Friend to his disciples : in losing Him, they felt 
as if they were bidding a long farewell to all joy 
and consolation, " But (saith he) I will send you 
another Comforter." The Spirit of God would, 
in answer to their prayers, come to them and dwell 
with them: He would be in their hearts : inwardly 
He would support them with such strong faith, 
such lively hopes, and such active dispositions of 
love, that they would feel perfectly blessed ; lifted 
up far above earthly sorrows, and full of joys un- 
speakable. They would feel that, in truth, Christ 
had not left them. They would have an internal 
evidence of his presence, and would be comforted ! 

3. And this Spirit abides with Christ's true dis- 
ciples for ever ! 

With us, if we be of that happy number !— We 
too may take this promise to ourselves, and to our 
children after us! The Spirit will not fail to 
guide and teach us : He will dwell in us and walk 
in us : He will sanctify and preserve us : He will 
refresh, establish and comfort us. There is a 
promise of his influences, in the prophecy of Isaiah, 
which may well encourage poor, ignorant, helpless 
sinners, to hope for the blessing of the Spirit, in 
all ages. " For (saith Jehovah by the mouth of 
his prophet) I will pour water upon him that is 
thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground : I will 
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pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing 
upon thine offspring. And they shall spring up as 
among the grass, as willows by the water-courses. 
One shall say, I am the Lord's ; and another shall 
call himself by the name of Jacob ; and another 
shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and 
surname himself by the name of Israel." — (Isaiah 
xliv. 3—5.) 

4. Yet this Holy Spirit is rejected by the World. 

Awful and affecting as the fact is, yet certain is 
it, that many neglect to consider, whether there be 
any Holy Ghost : and some even commit the un- 
pardonable sin of denying Him. The Jews, in 
rejecting Christ, blasphemed the Spirit also; as 
St. Stephen declares, " Ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost." The world, (that is, all carnal, care- 
less, ungodly persons,) cannot receive the Spirit of 
truth ; because they love Him not. " This is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the world; 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil." " The natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God : for 
they are foolishness unto him; neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned." 

May Jesus, in his infinite mercy, keep us from 
this state of ignorance and delusion ! May He 
cause the light of his Gospel to shine clearly and 
strongly into our hearts ; and not suffer the god 
of this world to blind our eyes ! O let us, with all 
humility and thankfulness, welcome this abiding 
guest, the Spirit of truth, the Comforter ! 
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THE DISCIPLES NOT LEFT COMFORTLESS. 
JoHNxiv. 18 — 20. 

I will not leave yon comfortless : I will come to yon. 

Tet a little while, and the world seeth me no more ; bnt ye 
see me : because I live, ye shall live also. 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in 
me, and I in you. 

This passage, in the original, literally signifies, " I 
will not leave you Orphans." 

When children, yet in their youth, are deprived 
of wise, kind, religious parents, their desolateness 
is beyond expression. The mother (it may be 
supposed) had nursed them with tenderness, che- 
rished their hearts by the sweetness of her disposi- 
tion, and inspired them with pure and excellent 
affections. The father would then follow up this 
early training, by graver counsels. By his industry 
he was providing for them; by his wisdom he 
guided them; by his generous treatment he en- 
couraged them; by his authority he restrained 
them ; by his experience he warned them ; by his 
example he fortified them ; and by his prayers, in 
secret and in the family, he brought down a bless- 
ing upon them. If any child of such parents 
behave himself untowardly, the blame is his, not 
theirs. But, generally speaking, it pleases God, 
sooner or later, to crown such labours with success : 
according to the promise, " Train up a child in the 
way wherein he should go ; and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it." 
£ 
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But now, the parents are removed by death ! 
Removed, perhaps, not before some good impres- 
sion has been made upon their offspring : but still 
these young persons must hereafter struggle on, 
very much by themselves : and they are perhaps 
just old enough to appreciate the loss they have 
sustained, and the difficulties that lie before them. 
Bitter stroke indeed ! 

So felt the disciples at this last supper with their 
Lord. They had some years before left all, and 
followed him: he had been their Teacher, Re- 
prover, Friend, and Comforter: more kind and 
wise, than any earthly parent ! He had bound 
them moreover to a service the most important 
and arduous conceivable : — and now he leaves them. 

Jesus could not but know what his disciples felt : 
they were in all the anguish of children hanging 
over the death-bed of a revered father. He there- 
fore calms their emotions with a word in season : 
" I will not leave you orphans." 

He adds, " I will come unto you." This would 
be the very wish of their hearts : but Jesus meant 
it in another sense : " I am coming, and that soon, 
by the operation of my Spirit." How much higher 
are Christ's intentions, than our expectations : and 
his gifts better than our desires ! 

" At that day" — (meaning the day of Pentecost; 
and further still, the long-extended day of the 
Gospel-dispensation, ushered in by the descent of 
the Holy Ghost) — at that day, Jesus tells them, ye 
shall understand the nature of my Mediatorial 
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Kingdom. Ye shall comprehend how it is that I 
stand as Mediator between the Father and you. 
lam, by my essential nature, "in the Father:" 
and I will, by grace, be "in you:" and by that 
same grace I will unite you to myself, so that ye 
shall be "in me;" by a union, inconceivable to 
others, but known to those who possess faith in me. 

Two things are mentioned by our Lord, as 
attendant on this holy Union : namely, The spiri- 
tual beholding of Jesus : and, Life in him. 

1. The Beholding of Jesus is the greatest of all 
delights to a spiritual eye. While Jesus was yet 
speaking, the eyes of the Eleven were, no doubt, 
fixed on him, wondering at the gracious words 
that proceeded out of his mouth. It would be no 
small consolation to look upon his countenance: 
to take a last, long, earnest, look ! Thus it is with 
us. We are so habituated to our corporeal senses, 
and the eye, in particular, exercises so strong an 
influence over our minds, that we are slow to think 
how powerfully the eye of faith ought to act, and 
still more, how intense the spiritual eye in heaven 
will be. Moses, by his faith, endured, as seeing 
Him who is invisible : — and of the glorified spirits 
before the throne of God and of the Lamb, it is 
said, " They shall see his face." So then a far higher 
privilege is prepared for believers, than the sight 
of Christ in the flesh. In that character even 
"the world" could see him, and did see him; and 
having profited nothing by the sight, saw him no 
more. But believers see him unceasingly. " Ye 
£ 2 
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see me : " and beholding me, ye shall be changed 
into the same image, from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord. 

2. The other blessing here mentioned, is, Life in 
Jesus. " Because I live, ye shall live also." Here 
is both the privilege of the believer, and his secu- 
rity for it. Every member of the mystical body 
lives, because the Head lives. Christ's vital energy 
is transfused into all the members, through their 
faith. Then fear not sin, and Satan, and death, 
O thou downcast believer ! Thy Redeemer is 
mighty : he unites thee to himself, first, by the 
lively principle of thy faith : then he imparts to 
thee the living principle of holiness. And, if the 
Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead, 
dwell in thee, then shalt thou also be quickened 
together with Christ. " When Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall we also appear with 
him in glory." O let us not mourn, then, as 
orphans ; but freely take the comfort offered us by 
Jesus, our ever-present Lord, our life and our glory ! 



CHRIST MANIFESTING HIMSELF TO BELIEVERS* 
AND NOT TO THE WORLD. 

John xiv.21 — 26. 

He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me : and he that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 

Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou 
wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world ? 

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will 
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keep my words : and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him. 

He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings : and the word 
which ye hear is not mine, but the Fathers which sent me. 

These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with 
you. 

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Fa- 
ther will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you. 

Again the conversation is varied, by a question 
from Judas : (not the traitor, who had quitted the 
table; but another disciple of a similar name.) He 
asks pointedly of our Lord, how it was that He 
would manifest himself to his disciples, and not to 
the world. A weighty distinction ; though Judas 
probably did not perceive the entire scope of his 
own question, till he received an answer to it. By 
acknowledging our ignorance, and seeking know- 
ledge from those that possess it, we may often give 
a wise man the opportunity of speaking something 
highly profitable. 

Judas had perhaps some carnal notions concern- 
ing Christ's re-appearing to establish a temporal 
kingdom; a favourite topic with the disciples: 
and if so, then probably he desired to know what 
part they, as disciples, were to occupy in that 
earthly kingdom, to the exclusion of others, whom 
Christ designated as " the world." Or if, in any 
sense, their Master were to appear again, after 
having been absent, then Judas desired information 
how it was that he would confine his visit to the 
company of his disciples. 
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But our Lord conveyed a far deeper truth in his 
answer. He availed himself of the distinction 
expressed by Judas, to point out the real diffe- 
rence between his faithful disciples and the world. 
This difference, as to its main characters, is the 
same in all ages. May Christ by his [Spirit assist 
our minds, profitably to meditate on this impor- 
tant distinction : and may he dispose us to cast in 
our lot with his highly-favoured followers ! 

1. The disciples of Christ are characterized, 
mainly, by their possessing and keeping the com- 
mandments of their Master. This is their evi- 
dence that they love Christ, and that they belong 
to Him. It is the natural effect of love, to re- 
member with delight the sayings of the person 
whom we love. Is Christ then the beloved of our 
souls ? His words will, by necessary consequence, 
be continually in our memories. 

His commands will come with authority to us : 
his discourses will be the theme of our sweetest 
meditations : his promises will be our richest con- 
solation. Like one of the ancient prophets, Jere- 
miah, we shall exclaim, " Thy words were found 
and I did eat them ; and they were unto me the 
joy and rejoicing of my heart." Or like Job we 
shall say, " I have esteemed the words of thy mouth 
more than my necessary food." 

Thus it is that Christ manifests himself, in his 
revealed word, to every believer's heart. The 
believer beholds in that word the dignity, the 
holiness, the wisdom, the condescension and tender 
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mercy of his Lord. The more we are drawn, by 
the Spirit, to know and have communion with 
Christ in his word, praying over it, trusting in it, 
and conforming our minds to it, so much the more 
will Christ, out of the fulness of his grace, love us. 
His Father also will love us. We shall be admitted 
to that intimate knowledge of God, which the be- 
loved disciple describes ; " Truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ" 

There was a further sense, in which our Lord 
intended to manifest himself to his disciples; namely, 
by giving them the Holy Ghost, to enable them to 
write the Scriptures of the New Testament. This 
was a miraculous gift, special in their case. Christ 
promises that the Comforter should teach them all 
things ; (that is, all doctrine necessary for salvation ;) 
and should also bring all things to their remem- 
brance, whatsoever he had said unto them. Without 
this aid, we never should have had the Gospels and 
the rest of the New-Testament writings. How 
wonderfully full, exact, and clear, are these lively 
oracles ! In them, as it were, we see Christ work, 
and hear him speak. If the account had been 
written the moment after Christ's actions and dis- 
courses, it could scarcely have been more natural 
or more vivid. 

And from whom is this divine word ? It is not 
the word of a disciple : nor yet merely the word of 
the Son of man : but, the Truth of the Father, who 
sent Jesus into the world. The Father, through 
the Son, revealed these things to mankind by the 
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inspiration of the Holy Ghost. — And as the Truth 
comes to us from the Father, so likewise it is He 
who brings men to a saving knowledge of it Ac- 
cording to our Lord's declaration, " No man can 
come unto me, except the Father, which hath sent 
me, draw him." When we are thus drawn towards 
God, then Christ manifests himself to us; and 
enables us to love and do his holy will. 

2. To the world he does not so manifest himself 
But why? Because the world loves him not* 
Worldly persons do not like to retain Christ in 
their knowledge: therefore he stands aloof from 
them. Their hearts are set on other things : on 
pleasure, money, honour ; on the pomps and vani- 
ties of this wicked world, and on the sinful lusts of 
the flesh. " All that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof." These 
are the things with which the god of this world 
blindeth the minds of them that believe not. 

Such is the simple and natural account of Scrip- 
ture, concerning all men in their unconverted state. 
But oh, how sad is the condition of such persons ! 
Whichever way it is viewed, it is terrible. Not to 
love Christ ! Not to keep his words ! Not to 
know our need of the Saviour ; not to be attracted 
by his infinite love ; but to feel always that it is a 
force upon our spirits to be obliged to hear of his 
Name, his word, his sovereignty, and the terrors 
of the day of judgment: oh, in what a tremendous 
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state of guilt and condemnation is every uncon- 
verted man! Worldly men wonder to see be- 
lievers so affectionately devoted to Christ: believers 
wonder and tremble to see the world such an enemy 
to Christ ! But as the world will not inquire after 
this Divine Redeemer, so neither will He suffer 
persons, while continuing worldly, to approach him. 
And this is the proper answer to the question, 
4 How is it, or wherefore and in what manner is 
it, that Jesus manifests himself, spiritually, to his 
disciples, and not unto the world?' It is, because 
the world hates him, while his disciples love him. 

Let us examine well, on which side we are rang- 
ing ourselves. Are we friends, or enemies, of the 
Lord of glory ? May God, by his Almighty Spi- 
rit, unite us to the happy company of those, who 
obtain mercy through Christ Jesus ! 



THE BLESSING OF PEACE. 
John xiv. 27. 

Peace I leave with yon, my peace I give unto you : not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid. 

When some great affliction is known to be impend- 
ing, and the mind naturally dreads the worst, it is 
no easy matter to subdue and calm the feelings. 
Our disquietude gradually keeps rising: the tide 
of sorrow advances: wave upon wave pours in; 
till at length the heart is well nigh overwhelmed. 
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Such our Saviour perceived to be the state of his 
disciples: his affectionate and quiet manner soothed, 
but could not altogether dispel, their grief. Nay, 
his very gentleness probably made their hearts 
more tender. He administers therefore a remedy, 
effectual to cure, not only all their present sorrows, 
but likewise all the sorrows that they would ever 
after experience. — I am parting from you: but 
when I am gone, you will find that I have be- 
queathed to you Peace. Yea, even now you have 
it : " My peace I give unto you." 

1. First we inquire — What is Peace ? 

When our Lord sent his disciples to preach the 
Gospel, he bade them, wheresoever they should 
enter, say, "Peace be to this house:" and if the 
son of peace were there, then their peace was to 
rest upon that dwelling. Probably during that 
short evangelic excursion, they had often seen a 
peaceful abode among the people they were sent to 
visit : a pious home, where the son of peace pre- 
sided. In this way, therefore, and to this extent, 
they were already acquainted with peace. 

When our Lord visited the house of Jairus, and 
saw the multitude of them that wept and wailed 
greatly, and put them forth, and raised the damsel 
to life, he removed sorrow, and gave peace to that 
family. On this occasion, therefore, Peter and 
James and John knew what is peace. 

The disciples saw what peace is, when their Lord 
walked upon the sea of Galilee in a storm ; when, 
having entered their boat, he rebuked the winds 
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and the waves, saying, Peace, be still : and there 
was a great calm. 

When the disciples had fallen into a contention, 
which of them should be the greatest — (and what 
more disquieting than proud ambition ?) — and when 
our Lord set a little child in the midst of them, he 
taught them a lesson on humility, and showed them 
the way to peace. 

When the woman that was a sinner came and 
stood behind our Lord, bathing his feet with her 
tears, and wiping them with the hairs of her head ; 
and Jesus, (after some discourse with the unhum- 
bled Pharisee), turned to her and said, " Thy faith 
hath saved thee, go in peace" — then that woman's 
heart for the first time knew, what is peace. 

Let this then be our answer, our definition of this 
happy state : Peace is the banishing of angry tem- 
pers : it is the allaying of violent sorrows : it is 
the disburthening of a guilty conscience. Peace is 
the presence of humble and holy thoughts ; of sea- 
sonable consolations ; and of happy hopes, which 
cannot be exhausted. It is the calm condition of 
a mind able to declare — All is and all shall be 

WELL, NOW AND FOR EVER ! 

2. Next we inquire — What does Jesus mean by, 
"My peace"? 

First, he would remind us, that it is by his blood 
that our peace is purchased. He hath "made 
peace by the blood of his Cross." There is no 
other way of our being at peace with God, but 
being justified by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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" He was wounded for our transgressions ; he was 
bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him, and by his stripes we are 
healed." Within a few hours after this discourse, 
he was about to seal the Covenant of peace with 
his own most precious blood. 

Next, he intimates that He is the giver of peace. 
He imparts it. He breathes upon believing souls 
and says, "Peace be unto you!" He invites the 
most forlorn outcasts, " Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy-laden; and I will give you 
rest." 

The very countenance of Jesus at this trying 
scene, would in a measure impart peace. My 
peace — such holy calmness, such perfect self-pos- 
session as you now behold in me, even such shall 
you enjoy. 

3. " Not as the world giveth, give I unto you." 
What has the world to do with peace ? The wicked 
are like a troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt. The world can only 
offer deceits, saying, Peace, peace; when there is 
no peace. Worldly advisers are miserable com- 
forters : they heal the wounded spirit slightly, and 
it soon breaks out into griefs new and greater. 
The world at the best endeavours to substitute 
gaiety for sorrow: but the end of the world's 
mirth in heaviness. 

Go then, afflicted soul, tossed with tempest and 
not comforted, go to Jesus ! See how his counte- 
nance beams on you, how sweet his accents are, how 
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tender his heart, when he comes to revive the spirit 
of the contrite ones. He says all in this one word, 
Peace ! In the language of the Apostle let our 
hearts respond, " Now the Lord of peace himself 
give us peace always, by all means. Amen." 



CHRI8T GOING TO THE FATHER, AND PREPARING 
FOR HIS CONFLICT WITH SATAN. 

John xiv. 28 — 31. 

Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come 
again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I 
said, I go unto the Father : for my Father is greater than I. 

And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it 
is come to pass, ye might believe. 

Hereafter I will not talk much with you : for the prince of 
this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. 

But that the world may know that I love the Father ; and as 
the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us 
go hence. 

As the first part of our Lord's conversation, (that 
which took place at the supper-table), was now 
drawing to a close, and he would have but little 
opportunity of saying much more to his disciples, 
he sums up all, for the present, in two remarks ; 
touching on his near Prospect of going to the 
Father, and his previous Conflict with the great 
enemy. By all that he did and said, he designed 
both to establish the faith of his disciples ; and also 
to leave the world without excuse for their unbe- 
lief. The world around him might easily have 
seen his love to the Father, and his readiness to do 
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the Father's will : but the world continued unbe- 
lieving and inexcusable. 

1. First, on his near Prospect of returning to 
the Father, Christ reminds the disciples that the 
Father is greater than he. Although equal to the 
Father as touching his godhead, yet was Christ 
inferior to the Father as touching his manhood. 
At one time he declares, " I and the Father are 
one :" at another, " My Father is greater than I :" 
but these two doctrines are perfectly consistent, 
as they refer to Christ in different characters and 
relations. Jesus therefore was now returning to 
heaven as our Mediator and Intercessor, our Cove- 
nant-Surety and Head. And on this account he 
tells the disciples, (and through them tells us), that 
we ought to rejoice in his departure hence, and his 
exaltation to glory. 

Ought we not to rejoice that Christ is for ever 
set down on the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
angels and principalities and powers being made 
subject unto him : — that he now ever liveth to 
make intercession for us: — that he holds in his 
hands the golden censer, mingling the incense of 
his propitiation with our prayers ? 

Ought we not also, in love to this condescending 
Saviour, to rejoice in the thought, that the days of 
his humiliation are ended ; that the pains of death, 
and the horror of the hiding of his Father's face, 
are now for ever passed away ? " If ye loved 
me" (he says to the eleven), that is, if ye had an 
intelligent affection for your Master, and could see 
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what agonies I have to endure, and to what glories 
I am going, ye would willingly part with me, and 
exult in my ascension to a state of unchangeable 
bliss. Ye would rejoice on my account, as well as 
on your own. 

While thus contemplating Christ our Head, it is 
not inappropriate to apply this reflection to dying 
believers also: for they are members of Christ; 
and at their death, joy ought to be mingled with 
our grief. With what calm, submissive, holy gra- 
titude ought we to contemplate the removal of 
those who sleep in Jesus ! To part with them, 
may be very painful and distressing to us : but 
when we remember that they are translated from a 
world of temptation, sin, and suffering, to an inhe- 
ritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away ; surely we ought not to be swallowed up of 
over-much sorrow. If we loved them, we should 
give God thanks for their perfect bliss. We can- 
not indeed help shedding natural tears: but let 
some of our tears be tears of holy joy ! 

2. Our Saviour mentions also his approaching 
Conflict with the great enemy. " The prince of 
this world cometh ! " Tremendous thought, even 
to a spotless and almighty Redeemer ! Satan, who 
lords it over the whole human race, is now about 
putting forth all his strength, aiming to frustrate 
the redemption of his unhappy slaves. 

But, saith Jesus, he " hath nothing in me :" no 
sin, whereof to accuse ; no weakness, whereby to 
foil me. The Captain of our salvation goes forth 
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to meet him, sure of victory : and on his conquest 
depends ours. 

Believers are safe only in Christ : but in Christ 
they are perfectly safe. When the prince of this 
world cometh out against us, we must be very 
careful not to give him any advantage, by trusting 
to our own strength, and forgetting our only Re- 
fuge and Helper. 

If for a moment, or in the least degree, we look 
off from Christ, then Satan will thrust sore at 
us, that we may fall And how can we expect to 
stand up against his accusations, by pretending 
that there is any merit or goodness in us ? How 
can we hope to endure his sifting-time, if we trust 
to our own vows, purposes, and resolutions? 

Believers are constrained to feel their frailty, in 
every hour of temptation ; still more so, in seasons 
of depressing sickness ; and most of all in the pro- 
spect of death. These are their times of infirmity ; 
and then it is that Satan comes to harrass them. 
If, in such circumstances, we had only ourselves to 
depend on, we should be overwhelmed with despair. 
But in Christ we have a full security. He says to 
the believer, "I have prayed for thee!" The 
feeblest believer may put the prince of this world 
to flight, if only he knows how to plead the name of 
Jesus. " Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ 
that died; yea rather, that is risen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us.' 1 
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Our Lord, having thus far warned and comforted 
the disciples, invites them to rise from the table, 
and leave the guest-chamber where they had supped. 
But first they sing the accustomed hymn ; which is 
generally supposed to have been Psalms cxiii. to 
cxviii. inclusive. Two verses of this hymn (Psalm 
cxviii. 22, 23.) are peculiarly applicable to the Meek 
Sufferer, and would help to strengthen him for the 
approaching hour of trial. " The stone which the 
builders refused, is become the headstone of the 
corner. This is the Lord's doing : it is marvellous 
in our eyes." 



CHRIST, THE TRUE VINE. 

John xv. 1 — 10. 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 

Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away : 
and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit. 

Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto 
you. 

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine ; no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me. 

I am the vine, ye are the branches : He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit : for without 
me ye can do nothing. 

If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 
withered ; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and 
they are burned. 

If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 
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Herein is my Father glorified, that ye hear much fruit ; so 
shall ye he my disciples. 

As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you : continue 
ye in my love. 

If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; 
even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in 
his love. 

Our Lord having now gone forth, and being on 
his way toward the mount of Olives, the eleven 
also following him, it is natural to suppose that he 
stopped for some little time ; and drawing his dis- 
ciples around him, made the observations contained 
in this and the next chapter: closing with the 
prayer which we have in chapter xvii. As they 
went forth, they beheld a vine, a very common 
fruit-tree in that country. And as the thoughts 
of Jesus were deeply fixed on the subject of the 
union of believers with Himself, he took occasion 
hence to illustrate his doctrine by this beautiful 
and simple emblem. Many points in it require 
distinct notice : let us search them out in their 
natural order. 

1. First, Christ compares himself to a Vine. " I 
am the vine." He is moreover called in Scrip- 
ture, "the Root of David;" and, "the Stem of 
Jesse." These two principal parts of the vine, the 
root and the stem, very aptly represent Jesus as 
the source of all blessings to his Church ; and as 
the stay and support of it. 

2. Christ is also the " true" vine. The emblem 
of a vine had been frequently used to represent the 
people of Israel in their best days : but that Church 
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and nation had declined from their high character. 
"I had planted thee," (says the Lord, in Jeremiah ii. 
21.) "a noble vine, wholly a right seed : how then 
art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a 
strange vine unto me?" In our Lord Jesus Christ 
there is no such falling away from truth and per- 
fectness. He is unchangeable. He is, and ever 
will continue, the " true " vine. " Jesus Christ, the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 

3. Again, he says, " My Father is the husband- 
man." It was the Eternal Father who gave his 
Son to be Head over all things to his Church : and 
that Church, consequently, as united to Christ, may 
be considered to have been planted by the Father. 
And as he planted it, so does he constantly watch 
over it. As it is said in the prophecy of Isaiah, " I 
the Lord do keep it ; I will water it every moment ; 
lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day." 

4. In this vine, the disciples of Christ are the 
Branches. Having sprung from Christ, to him 
they are united. And on him they continually 
depend for their life and fruitfulness. 

5. Yet here it is to be observed, that as, in a 
vine, some may be living branches, and others 
dead ones; so likewise in the visible Church of 
Christ there may be, and there actually are, some 
disciples who have life, and others who are dead. 
For the convenience of the description, even the 
dead ones are called Branches : but what their pre- 
sent state is, and what their future doom will be, is 
clearly shown by our Lord. 

F 2 
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Those that bear not fruit, are disciples in name 
only. They have "a name to live," but are 
" dead." Consequently they will be " taken away" 
by the Lord of the vineyard. They will be " cast 
forth." They will wither. Even the advantages 
which they seem to possess, will be taken from 
them : their worthlessness will be made to appear, 
and they will be utterly rejected. A fruitless vine- 
branch, a dead professor of Christianity, is an en- 
cumbrance and a disgrace to the Church. We 
may say of it, as Ezekiel said of old, " Behold it is 
cast into the fire for fuel ; the fire devoureth both 
the ends of it, and the midst of it is burned. Is it 
meet for any work ?" (Ezekiel xv. 4.) 

The disciples had already seen, in the case of 
Judas, one such branch cast forth : whose awful end 
was, to be burned in unquenchable fire. 

6. The fruitful branches are, all true and faith- 
ful disciples of Christ Such were the eleven, who 
listened to this beautiful discourse, which Jesus 
addressed personally to them: "I am the vine: 
ye are the branches." And our Lord describes 
their character in several respects : by considering 
which, we may know whether we be living branches 
of the True Vine. Let us carefully attend to this 
important description. 

1. True disciples are united to Christ, on their 
part, by a lively faith: and Christ is united to 
them, on his part, by his putting into them the 
energy of life; just as the root and stem of the 
vine send forth sap into the branches. The means, 
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by which Christ puts life into his true disciples, is, 
his word : u Now ye are clean through the word 
that I have spoken unto you." Faith is the act of 
the heart, receiving that word. " Faith cometh 
by hearing; and hearing by the word of God." 

2. True servants of Christ are known to be 
such, because they are fruit- bearing disciples. A 
living branch cannot be known in any other way : 
but this is proof sufficient of its vital union to the 
parent-stock. It "beareth fruit." What better 
evidence of life can there be ? 

3. Our fruitfulness depends entirely on our union 
with Christ ; but the union itself is maintained by 
meditation on the word and by prayer. " If ye 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." 
Communication must needs be kept up, between 
our souls and Christ; otherwise our souls will lan- 
guish. That communication must be, through the 
word of God and prayer. This is what our Lord 
calls, Abiding in him. This is the way to continue 
in his love. This is the secret of our fellowship 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Without Christ, as our Source of grace, 
and without the word and prayer, as our Means of 
grace, we can do nothing ! 

4. True disciples earnestly desire to bear "much" 
fruit : that is, to abound in every good word and 
work. Eminent holiness brings the greater glory 
to our Heavenly Father, and makes our evidence 
clearer that we are indeed Christ's disciples. 
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5. Our Heavenly Father, who is the Husband- 
man, knows well how this abundant fruitfulness is 
to be promoted. Not without much pruning does 
the branch bear good fruit: nor shall we grow in 
holiness without much discipline, many trials, many 
afflictions and sorrows. These are sent for our 
profiting. They may seem to be severe ; but they 
are needed. They are the pruning-knife in the 
hand of a skilful and kind husbandman. 

Are we to suppose that the disciples, when they 
heard this passing address concerning the vine, 
fully understood their Master's instruction? Pro- 
bably, not altogether, and not all at once. But the 
Holy Spirit afterwards brought this similitude to 
their remembrance, and impressed them deeply 
with an inward experience of its meaning. We too 
are very slow of heart, in learning these necessary 
truths. Oh, let us earnestly pray to be taught by 
the Holy Ghost! Then shall we know clearly 
what is meant by union with Christ; by faith; by 
the indwelling Spirit; by the word and prayer; 
and by growth in grace. Then likewise shall we 
understand the wisdom and love of God, in cutting 
away our empty branches of profession; thereby 
causing our souls to flourish in health and vigour, 
under his sharpest dispensations. 
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THE MUTUAL JOY OF CHRIST AND HIS , 
DISCIPLES. 

John zv. 11. 

These things have I spoken unto yon, that my joy might remain 
in yon, and that your joy might he full. 

The minds of the disciples were already overcast 
with anxiety on this dark erening : and the Chief 
Sufferer knew that a night of deepest gloom would 
soon close in upon them. Yet he speaks to them 
of joy ; yea, fulness of joy ! Mutual love imparts 
a pleasure that is inexpressible ; a pleasure suffix 
cient to swallow up all thought of pain. Such mu- 
tual love subsisted between Christ and his disciples. 
He therefore rejoiced over them: and they rejoiced 
in Him. Could any thing be more seasonable, than 
this mutual love and mutual joy ? 

" These things have I spoken unto you" — says 
Christ. His discourse had been on their union 
with him; the emblem of the vine being yet pre- 
sent before them. And he dwelt on this myste- 
rious, yet delightful theme ; both because it mini- 
stered to his own happiness, and because it was the 
means of perfecting theirs. Let us meditate on 
these two points; the joy of Christ, and that of his 
disciples. 

1. Christ took pleasure in his disciples. He 
had joy in them. In his human nature he could 
not do otherwise than rejoice in having friends. 
When speaking of his complacency in the eleven, 
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and expressing his hope that his would be an 
abiding satisfaction, he spake as any man would do 
concerning his chosen and faithful friends. Christ 
loved them, humble as their condition was, because 
they were simple, devoted, true-hearted followers. 
He says to them " Continue ye in my love :" that 
is — Seek grace to assist you in living and acting as 
you have hitherto done : then will my joy and sa- 
tisfaction in you remain. You will abide in my 
love, even as I abide in my Father's love. As He 
delighteth in me, so shall I delight in you. 

In his Divine Nature, also, Jesus would rejoice 
over these faithful servants: first, because they 
glorified his Father by their abundant fruits of 
holiness; and next, because they were to be his 
ambassadors, and the heralds of salvation to man- 
kind. " Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good-will towards men" — this was the ob- 
ject of Christ's Ministry, while he tabernacled in 
flesh : and no less would it be the subject of the 
preaching of the Apostles, after Christ's ascension 
to heaven. Jesus, therefore, both as Son of God 
and Son of man, rejoiced in viewing the eleven as 
his future representatives, no less than as friends, 
who had continued with him in his temptations. 

Happy they, who are united to Christ by a 
living and abiding faith : highly-honoured are they 
also, if farther commissioned by him, to preach his 
everlasting Gospel ! Jesus himself delights over 
them to do them good ; and blesses them, both in 
their own souls, and in their Ministry. 
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2. As Jesus himself condescends to derive plea- 
sure from the prosperity of his servants, so should 
the supreme delight of his servants he in him. 

They should rejoice, first and chiefly, in being 
made partakers of his saving grace, and conse- 
quently permitted to hope, through his mercy, that 
their names are written in heaven. They may and 
they ought to rejoice, further, because they are 
called to help forward the salvation of others. This 
was the sole work of the Apostles: for this they 
lived, and in doing it they jeoparded their lives 
even unto the death. " Neither count I my life 
dear unto myself," (said St. Paul, who received the 
same commission, from the same Redeemer), " so 
that I may finish my course with joy, and the mi- 
nistry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to 
testify the Gospel of the grace of God." And do 
any of them now repent of having laboured and 
suffered for the name of Christ? They sowed in 
tears, but they now reap in joy. Their light afflic- 
tion was but for a moment : but it wrought out for 
them an exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
And not for them only; but also for countless 
myriads out of all nations, kindreds, tribes, and 
tongues. The great multitude, which no man 
can number, who shall stand at Christ's right hand 
in the last day, will be the glorious reward of 
Apostles, Martyrs, Pastors, Evangelists, and of all 
who have laboured much in the Lord. The joy of 
Christ will be theirs. When surrounded by many, 
who were brought to Christ through their labours, 
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their preaching, their writings, and in answer to 
their prayers, they will exclaim, " Ye, through the 
rich mercy of our Saviour, ye are our glory and 
joy !" Oh, what fulness of joy will there then be 
for all the saints, assembled in the presence of 
God ! What pleasures at his right hand, for ever- 
more! 



THE FRIENDS OF CHRIST. 
John xv. 12— 17. 

This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have 
loved you. 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down hit 
life for his friends. 

Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command yon. 

Henceforth I call yon not servants ; for the servant knoweth not 
what his lord doeth : but I have called you friends ; for all. things 
that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 

Te have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain : that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, he may give it you. 

These things I command you, that ye love one another. 

In Scripture various titles are given to those, who 
fear and love God. Sometimes they are called 
servants of the Lord ; sometimes his people, his 
heritage, his children, his flock. In the New Testa- 
ment we read of them as saints, brethren beloved, 
disciples and followers of Christ. But in this pas- 
sage a new title is adopted, conveying an idea of 
peculiar intimacy and attachment: "Ye (saith 
Christ to the eleven) are my friends:" and we may 



JOHN XV. 12 — 17. 75 

consider him as saying the same to all his faithful 
followers. There is a mutual friendship between 
Christ and our souls, if we walk as becometh the 
disciples of the Lord. 

It will be encouraging to consider in what re- 
spects the friendship of Christ is manifested towards 
believers : and then, what is the character of be- 
lievers, viewed as the friends of Christ. 

1. The friendship of our Saviour is manifested 
in several respects ; especially the following. 

(1) He chooses and appoints his friends. To the 
eleven he expressly says, "Ye have not chosen 
me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that 
ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain." He chose them, when he 
said, " Follow me :" whereupon they arose, left all, 
and followed him. He ordained them, when he 
sent them forth to preach, and to heal all manner 
of sicknesses. But, in truth, all believers are 
chbfeen of God: so St. Peter describes them; 
" Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father through sancfification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ." (1 Peter i. 2.) 

(2) But Jesus further manifests his love toward 
them, by laying down his life for their salvation. 
" Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends." It is true that 
he died for all: but believers alone accept the 
benefit of his death. It was not, because we were 
his friends, that Christ died for us : for we were 
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his enemies : but he died to make us friends. " If 
then, when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
unto God by the death of his Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life." 

(3) Jesus further marks his friendship, by reveal- 
ing to his disciples the secrets of heaven. Not all 
mysteries: for doubtless there are many divine 
truths, which we could not comprehend in our 
present state: but all things which Jesus, as Me- 
diator, had heard of his Father, these he freely 
makes known. We observe many such revelations 
in this Gospel, and more particularly in this last 
discourse. Herein Christ speaks of his twofold 
Nature ; [his oneness with the Father ; his obtaining 
the gift of the Spirit; and his victory over sin, the 
world and Satan : and all this with a freedom which 
he did not use towards the world. He speaks also 
more clearly than the writers of the Old Testament 
were enabled to do. His disciples, moreover, had 
precedence of all others, in their full understanding 
of the doctrines of the Gospel. They were treated, 
(not as servants, who carry a letter from their 
master, without knowing any of its contents) ; but 
as friends, who were in their master's confidence, 
and knew his secret counsels. And, in like man- 
ner, every converted person understands the Go- 
spel experimentally ; which an unconverted person 
does not. For " the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God ; for they are fool- 
ishness unto him : neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned." When Christ 
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opens our understandings to understand the Scrip- 
tures, he deals with us as friends : he makes us in- 
timately acquainted with his will : he reveals to us 
the counsels of his Father, and the things of the 
Spirit 

(4) And yet again, Christ shows his friendship, 
by pleading our cause, in the presence of his Father 
in heaven. He is our Advocate with the Father : 
"that whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he may give it you." It is considered a 
great advantage on earth, to have a friend at 
court : what an unspeakable privilege must it be, 
then, to have Jesus as our Advocate, always ready 
to present our petitions at the throne of grace ! If 
we ask in faith, nothing wavering, we cannot fail to 
obtain a favourable answer. 

2. But let us consider on the other hand, what 
are the characteristics of those, who may justly re- 
gard themselves as friends of Jesus. 

(1) First, they are True-hearted. This is the 
very basis of friendship. Without sincerity, there 
can be no durable friendship. Among men, in- 
deed, it is possible to keep up appearances for a 
time : but Christ cannot for one moment be de- 
ceived in this matter. He sees whether we follow 
Him with a whole heart ; or whether there be some 
flaw in our sincerity. This spirit of genuineness 
and faithfulness he discerned in his Eleven, but not 
in Judas. He said therefore, " Have not I chosen 
you twelve; and one of you is a devil?" — The 
spirit of truth, however, is not natural to man : it 
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is the gift of God, imparted by him to his friends, 
whom he makes and keeps faithful ; else they would 
quickly be ruined, by a heart deceitful above all 
tilings, and desperately wicked. 

(2) They are also Affectionate. Who ever heard 
of friendship without love ? And, the love being 
so great on the one side, what should be our grati- 
tude and affection toward Christ ! Jesus beheld 
this love in his disciples : and he sees the same in 
all genuine believers. They are attracted, warmed 
and melted by his love. — True love is not a selfish 
principle : it is not like a worldly bargain : " If 
ye love them that love you, what do ye more than 
others?" It is a pure, generous, free attachment 
of the heart : " Draw us : we will run after thee." 
We see in the Old Testament an account of a very 
ardent friendship between two eminent men : " The 
soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David ; 
and Jonathan loved him as his own soul." Far 
stronger let the affection of love be, between Jesus 
and our souls ! 

(3) Again : holy, affectionate friendship is Con- 
fiding. A friend loves to be trusted. He says — 
" Unbosom yourself to me : apply to me in your 
difficulties : tell me all the desires of your heart" 
If we fall in with his wishes, then this is the very 
way to attach him, and make him yet more zealous 
in our interest. Whereas, on the contrary, if we 
treat a friend, a valuable friend, with shyness, re- 
serve, and distrust, he becomes alienated : he knows 
not how to help us. The Apostles were very open 
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and confiding with their Lord : so let us be ! How 
large and boundless is his offer — " That whatso- 
ever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he 
may give it you." Let us then tell him all our 
wants, all our griefs and infirmities, and even all 
our sins ; for He knows all ! " Pour out your 
hearts before him." Commit your soul to him. 
Trust him with all you have. — Moreover, keep 
back nothing from this friend. Be like Abraham, 
the father of the faithful ; who stood prepared to 
offer up his son, his only son, to God. "And thus 
the Scripture was fulfilled, which saith, Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed unto him for 
righteousness : and he was called, The Friend of 
God." 

(4) Once more, observe, the friends of Jesus are 
Obedient " Ye are my friends, if ye do whatso- 
ever I command you." Here a tone of authority 
enters the discourse : but then it is the authority 
of the dearest Friend we have; a Superior, a 
Master, yet a Redeemer ! He commands nothing, 
but what is for our good. " Love me : love one 
another." What more reasonable; what more 
surely tending to our happiness ; what more god- 
like, or more heavenly? 

Thus let us seek to be found among the friends 
of Jesus. May his Spirit draw us ! Then shall 
we approach Him with a true, a loving, confiding, 
and obedient heart ! Let us entreat Him to take 
us into the number of his chosen followers ; that 
we may be taught, guided, and saved by Him ! 
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THE WORLD, HATING CHRIST AND HIS 
DISCIPLE8. 

John xv.18, 19. 

If the world hate yon, ye know that it hated me before it 
hated yon. 

If ye were of the world, the world would love his own : bnt 
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world, therefore the world hateth you. 

How painful to a feeling heart, is the transition 
from a subject infinitely lovely to one infinitely 
hateful ; from friendship to war ! But love and 
hatred, although totally opposite passions, yet lie 
very near together in the history of mankind, 
and of the visible Church. And therefore our 
Lord, who describes things as they really are, re- 
minds his disciples, that, if they faithfully followed 
the Gospel, which is all love, they would most cer- 
tainly incur the hatred of the world. He had 
often told them so before: he now repeats the 
declaration. 

In three things the world is perfectly consistent 
with itself; namely, In its hatred of Christ: its 
hatred of his disciples : and its love for all that is 
of itself; that is, for whatever is worldly. 

1. We will consider the last, first. The world 
loves its own. 

It loves all those pomps and vanities, those sinful 
pleasures and gaieties, which gratify the senses, and 
keep the heart far from God. They therefore who 
minister to this love of pleasure, are welcome 
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guests : the idlest and even the silliest amusements 
are agreeable to the majority of mankind, and are 
paid for accordingly: that is, willingly and at a 
high price. 

The world loves what is gainful. Money is the 
universal idol. Men are not, in general, very 
scrupulous how wealth is got: it is sufficient to 
raise a man into repute, to say that he is rich. "As 
long as thou doest well unto thyself, men will speak 
well of thee." 

The world loves what is sinful : " the whole 
world (saith this Apostle, St. John) lieth in wicked- 
ness." Oh, the immensity of that flood of iniquity, 
which overspreads the earth ! " The Lord looked 
down from heaven upon the children of men, to 
see if there were any that did understand, and seek 
God. They are all gone aside, they are all toge- 
ther become filthy : there is none that doeth good, 
no, not one." (Psalm xiv. 2, 3.) — And as the world 
loves sin, so does it also love sinners. The com- 
pany of the ungodly is not unacceptable to the 
world : " Who, knowing the judgment of God, that 
they which commit such things are worthy of death, 
not only do the same, but have pleasure in them 
that do them." 

And then, to complete the whole, the world likes 
any and every form of religious delusion. False 
religions, especially corruptions of the Gospel, 
exactly suit a worldly taste : because they lull the 
conscience, and yet leave a man in possession of his 
favourite lusts. " Speak unto us smooth things. 
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prophecy deceits" — is the world's cry: and there 
have always been flattering prophets enough, who 
have made it their business, to teach false doctrines, 
and to pervert the truth. A very lucrative trade, 
this, in the world ! 

2. On the other hand, the world hated Christ. 
But why ? Because he was holy : because he spared 
no sin and no error, that came under his notice. 
He also enjoined holiness on all his followers; 
humility, purity, self-denial, heavenly-mind edness, 
and separation from a sinful world. He taught the 
truth, and nothing but the truth ; condemning all 
hypocritical, self-righteous Pharisees; all infidel 
Sadducees; all courtly, worldly-minded Herodians. 
He let in the light upon all the workers of ini- 
quity, and by that light put them to confusion. 
They hated the light which condemned them : in 
other words, they hated Christ 

3. For the same reason, the world hates all the 
followers of Christ; whether Apostles or Mini- 
sters, or truly religious persons of whatever age or 
nation. Votaries of the world seem to know, almost 
by instinct, that holy men are not of their party. 
If religious people would but be like other people, 
if they would but give up their singularity, and go 
by the rule, " Eat, drink, and be merry," which 
governs the rest of mankind ; then the world would 
love them. But this must not be! "Know ye 
not that the friendship of the world is enmity with 
God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of 
the world, is the enemy of God." 
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Worldly people frequently express their dislike 
of the religious, pretending that they "set them- 
selves up as the favourites of heaven." It is not to 
be wondered, that they should try to discover or 
invent some matter of reproach against them, how- 
ever frivolous. What they cast in the teeth of the 
godly, is however, in part, the truth : for the saints 
are indeed the highly-favoured of the Lord : only, 
they do not boast of it, or despise others. What 
Jesus said to the Eleven, holds good of all his 
genuine followers : " Ye are not of the world, but 
I have chosen you out of the world." Oh let us, 
with all humility, glory in this heavenly distinc- 
tion ! And let us, by the help of God's most Holy 
Spirit, walk worthily of our high calling, so that 
Jesus may never be ashamed of us ! Let us strive 
to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things ! 

Let us also not forget to pray for those, who hate 
and persecute the faithful followers of Christ Who 
can tell but that they, seeing our light shine before 
men, may glorify our Father which is in heaven ? 
Oh, that they might be brought to say, " We will 
go with you, for God is with you !" 
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THE WORLD, REJECTING CHRIST :— THE PROMISE 
OF THE SPIRIT, RENEWED. 

John xv. 20 — 27. 

Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not 
greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will 
also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep 
your's also. 

But all these things will they do unto you for my name's 
sake, because they know not him that sent me. 

If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin : 
but now they have no cloke for their sin. 

He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 

If I had not done among them the works which none other* 
man did, they had not had sin : but now have they both seen 
and hated both me and my Father. 

But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that 
is written in their law, They hated me without a cause. 

But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father, he shall testify of me : 

And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with 
me from the beginning. 

Disciples of Christ, even those who are the best 
instructed, frequently need to be reminded of the 
sayings of their Master. " Remember the word 
that I said unto you." Those truths especially, 
which are contrary to flesh and blood, are re- 
luctantly admitted into the mind, and are easily 
forgotten. Consequently, when the time comes for 
applying those truths to our own conduct, they 
have vanished from the memory. This may be 
the reason why Jesus so often tells the eleven, that 
they are to expect from the world no better treat- 
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ment, than what he had experienced. They were 
to follow Christ, not in holiness and love only ; 
but also in suffering for righteousness' sake. 

The guilt of the world, however, in rejecting 
Christ and his ministers, is exceedingly great and 
aggravated. It will be useful to observe the parti- 
cular characters of this sin, as they are stated by 
our Lord. 

1. First, the world's rejection of Christ, springs 
from ignorance, coupled with a natural hatred of 
God the Father. 

The world by wisdom knows not God : and even 
when God is revealed to man — and this he is by 
Jesus Christ — still worldly hearts will not learn 
what is so plainly taught Men, living under the 
light of a divine revelation, profess in a general 
way to know God : and yet, when further taught 
by Jesus, who came forth from God, they show by 
their rejection of Christ, that they never knew the 
first principles of truth aright. In works they deny 
him. So our Lord had declared to the unbeliev- 
ing Jews, who boasted, " We have one Father, even 
God. Jesus said unto them, If God were your 
Father, ye would love me : for I proceeded forth 
and came from God : neither came I of myself, but 
he sent me. Why do ye not understand my speech? 
Even because ye cannot hear my word." 

2. Next, this rejection of Christ is a denial of 
the evidence of miracles: which are the proper 
credentials of a teacher come from God. 

Often had our Saviour argued on this ground, 
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"If ye believe not me, yet believe the works." 
His miracles were works of power and mercy so 
stupendous, that none performed by Moses and all 
the other prophets, could stand a comparison with 
them : but " for all this, though he had done so 
many mighty works, yet believed they not on 
him." — Can any thing, for example, be imagined 
more wilfully blind and stubborn, or more tho- 
roughly demoniacal, than the spirit which took pos- 
session of the Pharisees, immediately after the 
raising of Lazarus ? They said, " What do we ? 
for this man doeth many miracles. If we let him 
thus alone, all men will believe on him." They 
quarrel with the very end, for which Christ wrought 
his miracles. And then, showing their horrid base- 
ness and malignity, it is added, that from that day 
forward they took counsel against Jesus to put him 
to death. Nay, they even consulted to put Lazarus 
also to death ; because that by reason of him many 
of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. 
Thus, the unbelieving Jews had no cloke for their 
sin : they were inexcusable. " The vail was upon 
their heart." 

3. And here, after all, is the main reason why 
men reject Christ: their sin springs from an in- 
ward source; namely, an evil heart of unbelief! 
Jesus here quotes a verse from the Psalms, pro- 
phetic of his rejection: " They hated me without a 
cause : " that is, without any sufficient reason ; nay, 
against the strongest reasons for admiring, loving, 
and adoring him. Then whence this enmity ? It 
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springs from man's fallen nature : " The carnal 
mind is enmity against God ; " and vents itself in 
rage against Jesus, against his Gospel, his mini- 
sters, his people, his very Name 5 It is an awful 
fact; but thus it is declared by Jesus:— the unbe- 
liever's own corrupt heart is the cause of his hating 
the Gospel. 

Jesus renews his promise of sending the Com- 
forter, the Spirit of Truth, to cheer and guide his 
disciples. Blessed assurance, so greatly needed in 
this dark and perverse world ! With what joy and 
confidence should we follow the teaching of this 
Holy Spirit, which proceedeth from the Father, 
and which is sent by him, in answer to his Son's 
intercession ! Since then the whole Godhead, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, the eternal, 
incomprehensible Jehovah, condescends to provide 
all things necessary for our salvation, let us adore, 
submit, and obey with humble and teachable hearts. 
Let us thankfully listen to the doctrine of those 
holy men, who had the privilege of constantly hear- 
ing Jesus himself proclaim the glad tidings of the 
Gospel. These faithful followers, (Christ notices 
the important fact,) had been with him " from the 
beginning;" and were therefore eminently com- 
petent witnesses. And their labours and writings 
ought to be so much the more precious and ho- 
nourable in our view, inasmuch as some of them are 
known to have sealed their testimony to the truth 
with their own blood. 



THE BIGOTRY OF THE ENEMIES OF THE 
GOSPEL. 

John xvi 1 — 4. 

These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be 
offended. 

They shall put you out of the synagogues : yea, the time 
cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God 
service. 

And these things will they do unto you, because they have not 
known the Father, nor me. 

But these things have I told you, that when the time shall 
come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And these 
things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with 
you. 

Our Lord, being tenderly concerned for his dis- 
ciples, desired to fortify their minds beforehand 
against every kind of opposition which they might 
have to encounter. Some persons, having for a time 
walked with Christ, have suddenly become so much 
annoyed by the unforeseen enmity of the world, 
that they have turned back. Our Lord wants not 
timid or unprepared followers: and therefore he 
mingles plain warnings together with his consola- 
tions ; faithfully telling his disciples what hardships 
are to be suffered for his Name's sake. 

While Jesus was with the eleven, there was less 
necessity for his describing to them this enmity. 
He endured it for them : and they were cheered 
and protected by his presence. But when they 
came to bear the brunt alone, they would need the 
most powerful consolations which the Holy Spirit 
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could afford to them : and no small comfort would 
it be to them to find, that their sufferings were of 
the exact nature foretold by their Master. 

How wicked is every kind of enmity against Christ 
and his Gospel ! But most of all unreasonable is 
that opposition, which assumes the cloke of zeal for 
religion. This — far harder to bear than the open 
hatred of the ungodly — this it was, which Jesus 
predicts shall be the lot of the Apostles. 

" They will put you out of the synagogues : " 
as if they were holy, and you destitute of all piety, 
not worthy to be admitted as worshippers of God 
in the same sanctuary with them ! Thus they will 
endeavour to make you a scorn, and even a terror 
to your neighbours ; possibly to some of your 
dearest relatives. 

Their rage, moreover, will mount to such a 
pitch, that " the time cometh that whosoever killeth 
you shall think that he doeth God service." Des- 
perate madness indeed ! They will make havock 
of you, as wolves falling on a flock of sheep : and 
all under pretence of zeal for God ! 

It may be useful to see, in a particular case, the 
truth of this prediction of our Lord. Let us re- 
member the character of St. Paul, before his con- 
version ; when he was Saul, the blaspheming perse- 
cutor. He perfectly fulfilled this prediction, being 
one of the earliest and most conspicuous of those, 
who beyond measure persecuted the Church of God 
and wasted it. When he came to know what had 
been his real character, he frankly acknowledges, 
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" I verily thought within myself, that I ought to 
do many things contrary to the name of Jesus." 
Now we ask — How could he be so sincere, and yet 
so criminal? 

This is a mystery which perplexes thousands. 
Many persons are fond of saying, that sincerity is 
all in all : so that if a man be but (as they call it) 
sincere, they think him right, even though he may 
carry out his views into gross absurdities and most 
injurious actions. It is necessary for us, therefore, 
to make a clear distinction between Scriptural sin- 
cerity, and the sincerity of the fierce bigot. 

What, then, is genuine Scriptural sincerity? 

The only sincerity pleasing in the sight of God, 
is that characterized by the following marks: 
namely, Diligent inquiry into the will of God ; 
Hearty endeavour to do his will; and, Humble 
prayer to him for his grace to assist our inquiries 
and endeavours. 

This Sincerity will lead a man to receive the 
Gospel : for he will find the humbling and purifying 
doctrines of Christ to be the only doctrines suited 
to the wants of a guilty, weak and perishing sinner. 
This was the kind of sincerity, to which St. Paul 
was brought after his conversion. 

On the other hand, the sincerity of Bigotry is of 
a very different stamp. Here we find a zeal, in- 
deed : but it is a zeal, not only not according to 
knowledge, but likewise not tending to holiness, 
and not flowing from the spirit of prayer. It is 
the zeal of much spiritual ignorance, proud self- 
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sufficiency, and daring self-will. It is very fre- 
quently to be found in the self-righteous. And 
what is it a zeal for? Many, alas! did they but 
know themselves, would be constrained to acknow- 
ledge, " My own sect and party is my Religion : " 
others would have to confess, " My own opinion is 
my Religion:" and not a few might say, " My 
temper is my Religion." 

To a devout mind, the opposition of the careless 
and ungodly is grating enough : but a Christian is 
far more deeply distressed by the bitter enmity of 
formalists. How shocking to behold " the wrath 
of man" thrusting itself forward in religious mat- 
ters: to see bigots, very often men of flagitious 
character, trampling under foot the meek and con- 
scientious followers of Jesus ! 

The disciples, when their turn came, would 
remember that Jesus had told them beforehand of 
these things. Would they not also remember, that, 
within a short time after his so telling them, even 
He was seized by ruffians, and led away, " as a lamb 
to the slaughter;" meek, silent, and unresisting! 



RENEWED PROMISE OF THE COMFORTER. 

John xvi. 5 — 7. 

But now I go my way to him that sent me ; and none of yon 
asketh me, Whither goest thou ? 

But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath 
filled your heart. 

Nevertheless I tell you the truth ; It is expedient for you that 
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I go away : for if I. go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you ; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

It was a mournful prospect, which lay before the 
disciples. At once to lose so kind a Master, and 
to face so rough a world, was more than they could 
bear to think of. Jesus perceived their disquie- 
tude ; and now rouses their attention by a word of 
gentle remonstrance. 

He tells them that he is departing to the Father, 
who had sent him on the mission which he had now 
nearly accomplished. And yet their curiosity had 
not been so far moved, as that -any of them should 
press him with the inquiry, " Whither goest thou?" 

At the beginning of their conversation in the 
guest-chamber, it is true, Peter had asked, in a 
somewhat abrupt manner, "Lord, whither goest 
thou?" But receiving at the moment such an 
answer as gave another turn to the conversation, 
this disciple and the rest of them had dropped all 
further inquiry, and beard many significant remarks 
from Jesus, without once being excited to follow up 
the subject How was this? Were their hopes of 
a temporal kingdom dashed and disappointed ? Or 
had grief swallowed up every other passion ? Or 
may it have been with them, as it is too often with 
ourselves? — as soon as the conversation rises in 
spirituality, the mind begins to flag, so that we find 
it difficult to pursue the track, in which a superior 
spirit is leading the way. So dull, so languid and 
drowsy — nay, so carnal and stupid is our nature, 
in apprehending things eminently spiritual ! 
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The disciples, like common men, were full of na- 
tural fears and infirmities. They readily imbibed 
the sadness of this parting scene; but were not 
readily animated by those lively hopes, which the 
promises of Jesus were intended to inspire. Once 
more, therefore, our Saviour brings before them 
his promise of the gift of the Spirit 

This he does in a way of friendly and convincing 
argument : showing the disciples that they would 
be gainers, not losers, by his own departure from 
them. " It is expedient for you, that I go away." 
— You think it more desirable that I should stay : 
nay, you deem it even necessary to your well- 
being and spiritual happiness. Reflect, however, 
that " if I go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you: but if I depart, I will send him unto 
you." 

We are often tempted to imagine, that, had we 
seen Christ in the flesh, our knowledge of divine 
things must have been wonderfully enlarged, and 
our affections irresistibly attracted by his discourses. 
Is there not good cause, however, for believing 
that possibly the case might have been otherwise? 
Might not some of us have remained as blind, and 
as far from conversion, as multitudes of the Jews 
did? Moreover, we have Christ's word for it, 
that a blessing far superior to his bodily presence, 
even the gift of his Holy Spirit, shall be imparted 
to those, who earnestly pray for that gift. Do we 
imagine that the countenance and voice of Jesus 
would have wrought upon our feelings, with the 
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force of an irresistible charm ? Oh, rather let us 
yield to the gracious influences of his Spirit, lead- 
ing us to surrender our best affections to God ! Do 
we fancy that we should have been enraptured while 
listening to Him, who spake as never man spake ? 
Far more deeply let the still small voice of the 
Spirit penetrate our hearts ! The Holy Ghost is 
to be our Teacher ! By means of the inspired 
word of God, the Spirit shall open our understand- 
ings, win our affections, and give light and life and 
joy and peace to the soul. — Let us then accustom 
ourselves to make much of the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit: it is a doctrine of the very highest 
importance. We live under the dispensation of the 
Spirit. As Jesus was quitting his disciples, he 
gradually unfolded to them this truth: we, who 
possess it more fully than the disciples on that 
evening did, should aim at walking in the Spirit, 
and living in the Spirit. We shall thus honour 
our ascended Lord, and continually advance in 
holiness and comfort. 

Let those who " mourn in Zion" be affectionately 
reminded not to grieve this good Spirit ; which they 
may do, by undervaluing or neglecting his hea- 
venly consolations. When troubles from within 
and from without are multiplied, sorrow soon tills 
the heart. But have we forgotten the Holy Ghost, 
the Comforter ? Is the Spirit of the Lord strait- 
ened ; or are the consolations of God small with 
us? The Saviour seems gently to expostulate, as 
he did on that evening with his disciples, saying to 
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us — "Know ye not, whither your Advocate is 
gone, and how he is pleading for you at God's 
right hand ? " What if Jesus deprive us of one 
comfort? Shall we not believe in him as able to 
send others, even greater, in the place of that which 
is taken away? What we need is, increase of 
faith ; a lively hope, supported by the Lord's assu- 
rance, "Lo, I am with you always !" In this sure 
word of promise let us rest : and may " the God 
of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
that we may abound in hope, through the power 
of the Holy Ghost!" 



THE SPIKIT, CONVINCING* THE WORLD. 

John xvi 8. 

And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment. 

Our Lord here speaks more fully and distinctly, 
than he had previously done, concerning the work 
of the Spirit. He was shortly to quit, not his dis- 
ciples only, but the world : he explains therefore, 
what was to be the work of the Holy Ghost in after 
times, when sent in his name, and on his behalf. 

" When he is come :" that is, as soon as that 
wonderful event shall have taken place, the descent 
of the Holy Ghost, at the day of Pentecost On 

* It is well understood by Critics, that the word here trans- 
lated " reprove," signifies " To convince," in the largest sense of 
that term. 
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that day, and from that day forward, you will discern 
his mighty working, by signs which it will be im- 
possible to mistake. 

The Holy Spirit hath indeed exerted his influ- 
ences in all ages. Various proofs of this doctrine 
occur in the Old Testament. Thus, even before 
the flood, the Lord declares, " My Spirit shall not 
always strive with man." And to go still further 
back; when Abel by faith offered an acceptable 
sacrifice, there is no doubt that it was the Spirit 
who wrought in him that faith. David also prays, 
" Cast me not away from thy presence ; and take 
not thy Holy Spirit from me." The first martyr 
Stephen rebukes the Jews of his time, saying, "Ye 
do always resist the Holy Ghost : as your fathers 
did, so do ye." And St Peter declares of the 
writers of the books of the Old Testament, " Holy 
men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost" From these and similar passages, it is 
evident, that the Spirit of Truth, the Holy Ghost, 
the Comforter, did work in the Church of God, 
and on the hearts of men, long before the ministry 
of Christ on earth. 

But on the day of Pentecost, the Spirit was to 
descend more sensibly, and to act more extensively ; 
commencing a work in the world and in the Church, 
which was to continue to the very end of time. 
How the Spirit may affect those individuals, who 
have not a clear knowledge of Revelation, we are 
not informed : but that He does, in some way and 
to a certain degree, work on all men, is apparent 
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from the verse just quoted, where he is spoken of 
as striving " with man : " that is, with the whole 
'human race in general. Our present meditation, 
however, heing on the prophetic words of Jesus, 
we shall limit our considerations to such persons, 
as enjoy the light of the Gospel. 

Let us at present consider these two points: 
the Nature, and the Extent of the working of the 
Spirit : " He will reprove (or convince) the world." 

1. First, as to the Nature of this work — What 
is it to " convince " ? 

Amongst men, we are accustomed to say that 
we convince a person, when we hring him over to 
our opinion by reasonable arguments or statements. 
We, as it were, overcome him, and carry him along 
with us. This is, convincing him. It is true, some 
persons seem determined not to be convinced : no 
statement of facts, and no persuasiveness of reason 
seems to produce any effect on them. They are 
obstinate. They appear to be in love with their 
own prejudices. And yet, in dealing with such 
persons, if we bring proofs which ought to have the 
effect of persuading them, we may fairly be said to 
convince ; although they, in their perverseness, may 
refuse to acknowledge themselves convinced. 

When we not ouly convince a person, but prove 
something, wherein he is faulty, we are said to 
" convict " him. The words are nearly the same, 
and so is the idea: only that convicting implies 
some fault or blame attaching to the person con- 
victed : whereas " to convince," may imply simply 
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that he was misinformed, or only partially in- 
formed. 

What then do we mean, when we speak of the 
Spirit's reproving, or convincing, or convicting 
office? We mean that the Spirit brings to the 
mind Truths, which before were little known, and 
convinces men's judgments concerning them. Or, 
He convicts men in their consciences, concerning 
things which they have done or thought amiss; 
(which is also properly called " reproving " them.) 

Yet more: — the Spirit is able to cope with 
tempers the most rebellious : not only convincing, 
persuading, reproving, and convicting men; but 
actually overcoming their obstinacy, constraining 
them willingly to yield, and causing their convic- 
tions to issue in a thorough conversion of the heart 
to God. 

2. Thus far have we shown the Nature of this 
work. 

There is a further point to be inquired into; 
namely, its Extent. Whom was the Spirit to con- 
vince? — Our Lord says, He will convince "the 
world." What is here meant by "the world ?" 

We must not limit this (as some have done) to 
the Jewish people, or to the work of the Spirit 
in Jerusalem, on the day of Pentecost. The Jews 
were comparatively a very small number : and the 
day of Pentecost and the few days following, (as 
described in the early chapters of the Acts of the 
Apostles), make up but a very short period of time. 
The Spirit did indeed then "come;" but being 
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once come, he was never more to depart from the 
Church. His office and his work were to be as 
extensive as the preaching of the Gospel itself. 
Christ commissioned his apostles, saying " Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature :" "Go, teach all nations:" "and 
lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world." These expressions undoubtedly 
show, that Christ would, by his Spirit, be present 
always and in all places, wheresoever his Gospel 
should be made known. To what nation of the 
world, then, or to what age of the world is the 
Spirit not promised ? Christ is to be preached to 
all: the Spirit therefore is promised universally. 
" He will convince the world." 

The best Commentary on these words of Christ, 
is — the Acts of the Apostles, taken together with 
the remaining Books of the New Testament. It is 
a history, spreading over many countries, and 
reaching to a considerable extent of time. It 
pourtrays persons under every variety of character 
and circumstance: — Self-righteous Jews, sophisti- 
cated Greeks, the ignorant Barbarian, the wild 
Scythian, the bond and the free. After this inva- 
luable record, we have no further inspired history 
of the work of the Spirit : but by means of this, 
we may form a just judgment of the progress of 
the Gospel in the world at large, and most of 
all in the hearts of individuals. Sin, and Righte- 
ousness, and Judgment, are the three great subjects 
of this history. It is to be regarded mainly as the 
h2 
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history of an internal kingdom, a spiritual kingdom. 
For want of duly considering this, some persons 
have fallen into very limited and defective views ; 
looking only, or principally, at the outward means, 
the outward hindrances, and the outward conse- 
quences. These external facts do not constitute 
the essence of the Church. To know what the 
work of the Spirit is, and to discern it in any par- 
ticular period of the Church, requires a spiritual 
mind. Let us then pray for the special teaching 
of the Holy Spirit himself, that we may under- 
stand the nature of his work in convincing the 
world of Sin, of Righteousness, and of Judgment. 
We need experimental piety, and sound Scriptural 
learning, in order to comprehend these three most 
weighty words, which our Lord propounded to his 
disciples, as they were moving onward to the 
garden of Gethsemane. 



THE SPIBIT, CONVINCING THE WORLD OF SIN. 

John xvi. 9. 

Of sin, because they believe not on me. 

The Gospel was to be preached by Christ's Apostles 
to all mankind. In this arduous work, however, 
a certain order was prescribed ; namely, " To the 
Jew first, and also to the Gentile." The Jews were 
to be reproved and convinced, by arguments 
drawn from the Sacred Scriptures already in their 
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possession; to which were afterwards added the 
writings of the New Testament. The Gentiles, 
on the other hand, were to be taught, as it were, 
entirely from the beginning. The Old and the 
New Testament being alike unknown to them, 
every thing had to be explained, even the very 
first rudiments of the law and the Gospel. — But in 
whatever mode instruction might be conveyed, 
it was the Spirit alone that could impart life by 
means of the Doctrine taught. As we possess both 
the Old and the New Testament, let us in the 
amplest manner examine this threefold work of 
the Spirit. And first of all let us consider these 
words, "He shall convince the world — Of sin, 
because they believe not on me." 

The obvious thought arising from this declara- 
tion, is, that not to believe in Christ, is sin. And 
from the marked manner in which our Lord 
singles this out, as an evidence of guilt, we must 
infer that such unbelief is the sin above all others 
peculiarly hateful to God, and destructive to 
man. 

Unbelief was the sin, to which Eve was tempted 
by Satan in Paradise. She told him that the 
Lord had denounced, "In the day thou eatest 
thereof, thou shalt surely die." Satan audaciously 
contradicts this ; saying, " Ye shall not surely die." 
Eve hereupon believed Satan rather than God: 
she ate of the forbidden fruit, and gave to her 
husband and he did eat: and thus sin came into 
the world and death by sin. Unbelief, therefore, 
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was the root of that one sin, which brought ruin 
on the whole race of mankind. 

Christ came to abolish sin and death. He came 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself, and to 
open the gates of everlasting life to all believers. 
As the first Adam introduced the curse, so the 
second Adam brought the remedy. But, behold 
the dreadful sin of unbelief at work again ! The 
remedy is refused ! The blood of Jesus Christ the 
Son of God, which alone cleanseth from all sin, 
is despised and rejected ! What can possibly be 
imagined more desperate, than the course taken 
by unbelievers ? 

If we inquire, who is the prime mover of men's 
unbelief and rejection of Christ, we shall find that 
Satan is still the promoter of this self-destroying 
sin. "If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that 
are lost: in whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the hearts of them which believe not, lest 
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine unto them." 
(2 Corinthians iv. 3, 4.) 

But let us consider, what is the particular cri- 
minality of man, in respect of his unbelief. This 
sin springs generally from one or other of the fol- 
lowing causes : — 

1. Some reject Christ, from profane levity and 
thorough worldliness of mind. They are so com- 
pletely immersed in things temporal, that they 
account it mere waste of time to study the doctrines 
of Redemption. They would rather spend life as a 
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jest, than be serious about things unseen and 
eternal. 

2. Others put the Gospel far from them, because 
they perceive its holy character, and they will not 
part with their sins. They see that true faith in 
Christ must lead to the putting on of the yoke of 
Christ. This they cannot endure. They say, " We 
will not have this man to reign over us." 

3. Some impiously despise the Gospel, because 
they are wise in this world; and in their vain wis- 
dom they do not see in the New Testament argu- 
ments, such as might recommend the Gospel to a 
philosopher. The Greeks sought after wisdom; 
a figment of their own vain imagination : and not 
finding this in the doctrine of the Apostles, they 
rejected the doctrine, and perished in their unbelief. 

4. Others reject the Gospel, because it offends 
their proud, self-righteous spirit They cannot 
bear to stoop so low, as to confess themselves lost 
sinners, indebted for their hopes of salvation to 
free grace. They wish to contribute somewhat of 
their own merit or righteousness, towards the 
saving of their souls. — This was the cause of the 
unbelief of the Jews, almost universally : St. Paul 
sets it forth very forcibly in Romans x. 3. " They, 
being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going 
about to establish their own righteousness, have 
not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of 
God." Here was the stumbling-block at which 
they fell. How many a proud heart, like theirs, has 
stumbled at this rock of offence ! 
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Now, it is the office of the Holy Spirit to detect 
all these hindrances to faith, and to remove them. 
What a work is this ! To constrain tritiers to be 
in earnest; to persuade sinners to give up their 
darling lusts ; to convince the self- idolizing sophist ; 
and to humble the proud formalist ! Nothing can 
effect this, but the energy of God's Spirit ! 

Unbelief, we see, finds a congenial soil, equally 
in the head, the heart, or the evil habits of the 
sinner. None but the Spirit can turn up this hard 
and stubborn soil, and pluck up this deadly sin by 
the roots. This effect the Spirit did produce, 
and that to a most wonderful degree, on the day of 
Pentecost ; constraining thousands, who had joined 
in killing the Lord of glory, to cry out, " Men 
and brethren what shall we do?" The same 
effect he produces in every age, wherever Christ 
Crucified is faithfully preached. O may the Holy 
Ghost continue to convince men of the desperate 
criminality of unbelief! May he lead us to a 
simple spirit of faith ! Let these truths be im- 
moveably settled in our minds — " He that believeth 
on the Son, hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son, shall not see life ; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him." " And we know 
that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know him that is true ; 
and we are in him that is true, even in his Son 
Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 
life." (John iii. 36, and 1 John v. 20.) 
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THE SPIRIT, CONVINCING THE WORLD OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

John xvi. 10. 

Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me 
no more. 

The second subject, concerning which the Spirit 
was to convince the world, is stated by our Lord 
to be, Righteousness. And the consideration by 
which men were to be convinced of righteousness, 
is also named ; " Because I go to the Father, and 
ye see me no more." 

The Ascension of Christ to heaven, therefore, 
is the fact, by means of which the Spirit was to 
affect the minds of men ; from the first age of the 
Church, to the very end of time. Christ was ere 
long to ascend, and sit down on the right hand of 
the Majesty on high : — he would thenceforth no 
more be seen (" ye see me no more") in a state of 
humiliation; — thus exalted, he would send down 
the Spirit to " convince the world of righteousness." 
The particular meaning of the word, Righteousness, 
in this place, must be sought for, consequently, in 
its connection with Christ's ascension to glory. 

Now there are two senses of the word, closely 
connected with the fact of Christ's ascension. The 
one is, the personal Innocency of our Lord ; the 
other, that method of Righteousness, whereby a 
sinner is justified, when he believes in Jesus Christ 
the righteous. Both these interpretations are sup- 
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ported by the doctrine and the writings of the 
Apostles; and the working of the Holy Spirit was 
manifested in both these respects. We conclude, 
therefore, that the word " Righteousness" here 
refers to both. 

1. First, the Spirit convinced men of the Inno- 
cency of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus was given up by the chief priests and 
the people into the hands of Pilate, whom they 
overpowered with their cries of " Crucify him, 
crucify him ; " the plea they urged, was, " If he 
were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered 
him up unto thee." Again, no sooner had Jesus 
breathed his last, than the Chief Priests and Phari- 
sees were ready with their plot, intending to secure 
the body of Christ in the tomb, under a seal and 
guard; and on this occasion they repeated their 
opprobrious language, saying to Pilate, " Sir, we 
remember that that deceiver said, After three days 
I will arise again." The whole nation of the Jews 
at that time, according to the prophecy of Isaiah, 
esteemed Jesus to be " stricken, smitten of God, 
and afflicted." Far different was the public feel- 
ing, when Jesus, having triumphantly ascended to 
heaven, poured forth his Holy Spirit, giving autho- 
rity to the doctrine of the Apostles. Then a few 
plain men, speaking under the influence of the 
Spirit, convinced thousands in Jerusalem, of the 
" righteousness" of Jesus. St Peter appeals to them 
concerning Jesus, as " a man approved of God 
among you, by miracles and wonders and signs, 
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which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 
yourselves also know:" (Acts ii. 22.) He boldly 
charges them, " Ye denied the Holy One and the 
Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto 
you : And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath 
raised from the dead ; whereof we are witnesses." 
(Acts iii. 14, 15.) The Holy Ghost then began to 
" convince" men that Jesus, though he was made a 
sin-offering, yet himself " knew no sin : " (2 Cor. v. 
21.) That "he was in all points tempted, like as 
we are, yet without sin:" (Heb. iv. 15.) That he 
" was holy, harmless, undefined, separate from sin- 
ners, and made higher than the heavens : " (Heb. 
vii. 26.) Thus was he " declared to be the Son of 
God with power, according to the Spirit of holi- 
ness, by the resurrection from the dead:" (Rom. 
i. 4.) It was a part of the mystery of godliness, 
which was thus accomplished ; namely, that Christ, 
who was "God manifest in the flesh," should be 
"justified in the Spirit:" (1 Tim. iii. 16.): that is, 
his righteousness was then demonstrated, by the 
power of the Holy Ghost. 

2. But we mentioned another interpretation of 
this word, Righteousness; closely connected with 
the first. The expression of this same Evangelist, 
St. John, in his first Epistle (ii. 1.), exactly ex- 
plains this further sense ; Ai If any man sin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our 
sins." 

The doctrine so briefly announced in the single 
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word, Righteousness, is therefore, the sinner's jus- 
tification by faith in the merits of Christ. The 
doctrine of Christ's ascension to the Father does not 
terminate in being a proof of Christ's innocence : 
it proves much more. It carries us forward to the 
doctrine of justification, as its consequence. Jesus 
ascended on high, that he might plead for sinners. 
Having " entered into heaven," he now " appears 
in the presence of God for us." (Hebrews ix. 24.) 
So then, the righteousness spoken of, is the merit 
of our Mediator, Christ Jesus. 

Righteousness, as thus explained, is by St. Paul 
denominated, sometimes, " the righteousness of 
God : " at other times, " the righteousness of God 
without the law : " and again, " the righteousness 
of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all 
and upon all them that believe:" (Romans i. 17. 
iil 21,22.) It is expressly revealed, as a funda- 
mental doctrine of the Gospel, " revealed from faith 
to faith." Man's understanding never could have 
devised such a plan of justice and grace combined. 
No person is now regarded by God as "just" or 
" righteous," except through a righteousness im- 
puted to him, on account of Christ's merits. But, 
for Jesus' sake, righteousness is imputed, even to 
the chief of sinners. " As by one man's disobe- 
dience (i. e. Adam's) many were made sinners ; so 
by the obedience of one {i.e. Christ), shall many 
be made righteous." (Romans v. 19.) 

This doctrine of righteousness imputed to the 
believer, was no new doctrine at the day of Pente- 
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cost. It had been, in substance, the consolation of 
the saints from the very beginning under the Old 
Testament. Thus Abel, by his faith, "obtained 
witness that he was righteous;" that is, accepted 
and justified before God. (Heb. xi. 4.) Noah, by 
a like faith, " became heir of the righteousness 
which is by faith." (Heb. xi. 7.) The example of 
Abraham is frequently mentioned, in proof of this 
doctrine: and his experience, so many hundred 
years before Christ, is thus connected by St. Paul 
with Gospel -times: "Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 
Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it 
was imputed to him; but for us also, to whom it 
shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised 
up Jesus our Lord from the dead ; who was deli- 
vered for our offences, and was raised again for 
our justification." (Romans iv. 3, and 23 — 25.) 

In what new sense, then, may it be said that the 
Spirit convinces the world of this doctrine, subse- 
quently to the day of Pentecost ? We reply, by 
the peculiar clearness, with which this doctrine is 
explained in the New Testament Many parts of 
the Old Testament are thus rendered more per- 
spicuous, as statements of Gospel- truth. (Thus 
Romans iii. 21 — 26, is a lucid commentary on Isaiah 
xlv. 20—25; and Romans iv. 4 — 8, on Psalm xxxii. 
1 — 5.) The twofold designation of Jehovah, "A 
just God and a Saviour," is made still more pointed 
by St. Paul, in the terms, "Just and the justifier:" 
(Isaiah xlv. 21 ; Romans iii. 26.) Blessed be God ! 
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the Spirit " convinces" every contrite sinner, who 
reads his New Testament with a simple mind — 
first, that there is no other way of salvation : next, 
that this is God's appointed way for the sinner's 
acceptance with him : and then, that it is a suitable 
way; — for, it promotes GoaVs glory : it supplies the 
sinner 8 need: it stirs up the believer to holiness: 
and it furnishes a valid title to eternal life. These 
are the uses of the doctrine of imputed righteous- 
ness ; and the more it is studied, the more will it 
appear truly divine ; full of comfort, moreover, 
and full of profit to our souls. It is the foundation 
of a sinner's hope in death. St. Paul accounted the 
knowledge of this doctrine his only gain, and all 
things else his loss : " What things were gain to mo, 
those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and 
I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be 
found in him, not having mine own righteousness, 
which is of the law, but that which is through the 
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God 
by faith : that I may know him, and the power of 
his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable unto his death ; if by any 
means I might attain unto the resurrection of the 
dead." (Philippians iii. 7— 1 1.) 
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THE SPIRIT, CONVINCING THE WORLD OF 
JUDGMENT. 

John xvi. 11. 
Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 

A third undertaking is here attributed to the 
Spirit acting on behalf of Christ : namely, the 
display of the judgment passed, and executed upon 
the prince of this world. The' sentiment here 
intended is the same with that which is expressed 
in 1 John iii. 8. " For this purpose the Son of 
God was manifested, that he might destroy the 
works of the devil." The Holy Spirit will prove 
to all men, that Christ is able to bruise the serpent's 
head. 

On this subject, our Lord speaks, as though the 
work were already done. So likewise in xvii. 4. 
he declares, by anticipation, "I have finished the 
work which thou gavest me to do." Here he says, 
"The prince of this world is judged:" referring 
to a space of time extending to the most distant 
ages of the world, even to the last great day; 
every part of which period was then present to the 
comprehensive mind of the Redeemer. 

Satan, the arch-enemy of God and man, hath 
been plotting and compassing mischief against our 
race, ever since Adam was placed in Paradise. 
When God sent his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and for sin, to condemn sin in the flesh, 
possibly Satan imagined that he had but a second 
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Adam, weak as the first, to tempt and overthrow : 
but this second Adam was mightier than he. In 
our nature, and on our behalf, did Jesus enter 
into single combat with this dreadful foe. He 
condemned, He conquered, and He will finally and 
for ever cast out this apostate Spirit; mercifully 
delivering believers from his cruel tyranny, as a 
prey out of the mouth of the lion. 

It will be useful to consider the many different 
methods, in which Satan exerts his power : observ- 
ing at each particular, how he is subdued by our 
Redeemer. And in pursuing this inquiry, we shall 
find that this passage has as clear a reference to 
our Sanctification, as the preceding verse had to 
our Justification. 

1. Satan tyrrannizes over men by Ignorance. 
Christ therefore comes as " a light into the world." 
When any turn to Christ, God delivers them from 
the power of darkness, and translates them into 
the kingdom of his dear Son. 

2. Satan rules by Sin : multiplying his tempta- 
tions, and adapting them to every evil passion of 
our nature. He sways men by " the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life." Christ on the contrary, by the power of his 
Spirit, gives to believers a new nature, which shows 
itself in their endeavours to cast off Satan's yoke. 
" We know that whosoever is born of God, sinneth 
not ; but he that is begotten of God, keepeth him- 
self, and that wicked one toucheth him not." 

3. Satan rules by Corruptions of the truth. 
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Christ therefore resists and conquers him, by 
exposing to open view the subtle arts of deceiv- 
ers and every Antichrist. He dwells also, as a 
Spirit of truth, in the hearts of his faithful and 
simple-minded followers. "Ye are of God, little 
children, and have overcome them; because 
greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the 
world." 

4. Satan lifts himself up, as the Accuser and 
slanderer of the brethren. Taking advantage of 
their sins, (and what man is he that sinneth not ?) 
he would represent them to God, to the Church, 
and to their own consciences, as unholy and un- 
faithful. This we see remarkably stated in the 
opening of the book of Job. And in Revelation 
xii. 10, 11., Satan is described as being very busy 
at this malignant work. But he is baffled by 
believers, through their simple adherence to Christ. 
" The accuser of our brethren is cast down, who 
accused them before our God day and night And 
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and 
by the word of their testimony; and they loved 
not their lives unto the death." 

5. Satan rules by inflicting Terrors of conscience. 
But from these also our Saviour delivers the be- 
liever ; taking from him the Spirit of bondage, 
and imparting the Spirit of adoption. Thus is he 
enabled to plead, "Who shall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's elect ? It is God that justifieth. 
Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that 
died, yea rather that is risen again, who is even at 

I 



114 THE SPIRIT, CONVINCING OF JUDGMENT. 

the right hand of God, who also maketh inter- 
cession for us." 

6. Satan attempts to rule by means of our natu- 
ral Infirmities : especially that of fear. To coun- 
teract this, the Lord vouchsafes to his waiting 
servants the spirit " of power, and of love, and of 
a sound mind." He causes his own power to rest 
on those who naturally are most weak ; and encou- 
rages them with the assurance, " My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee." 

7. Especially, Satan aims to rule as a Persecutor. 
But Christ imparts courage and fortitude to all his 
faithful servants. "Fear none of those things 
which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall 
cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried ; 
and ye. shall have tribulation ten days: be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life." (Revelation ii. 10.) 

8. Yet again we observe — Satan bears in his 
hand the iron sceptre of death. Having tempted 
our first parents, and occasioned their fall, to him 
was assigned the office of executing the dread sen- 
tence on them and their descendants, " Dying thou 
shalt die." But Christ hath judged and subdued 
Satan in this also. On the day following this con- 
versation, Jesus by the death of the cross " spoiled 
principalities and powers, making a show of them 
openly, triumphing over them in it" " Through 
death, he destroyed him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil; and delivered them, who 
through fear of death were all their life-time sub- 
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ject to bondage." (Hebrews ii. 14, 15.) Therefore, 
though believers are not exempted from dying, yet 
they will not suffer the second death. This will 
be the judgment only of the impenitent and un- 
believing : who will be condemned at the last day, 
together with the devil and his angels. But 
believers will be raised incorruptible and immortal : 
their last enemy, death, will be destroyed. 
" Then shall be brought to pass the saying that is 
written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, 
where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory? Thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

O glorious and comforting doctrines, which 
were so fully revealed, first, to these amazed and 
downcast disciples ; and afterwards, through their 
inspired writings, to the whole world ! Blessed 
Spirit, convince us of sin ! Lead us to apprehend 
the righteousness which is- of faith! Strengthen 
us to resist our subtle, cruel enemy; to mortify all 
Bin ; and to go on, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God! We are travelling through this world, as 
believers before us have done, and as others will 
do after us, trusting only to the grace of Christ. 
We desire to follow the light of his word, and to 
be cheered by the presence of his Spirit. Lord, 
be with us all our journey through : and when we 
come to the end of it, still support and comfort us ! 
Leave us not, neither forsake us, O God of our 
salvation ! 

i 2 
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THE SPIRIT, GLORIFYING CHRIST. 
JoHNxvi. 12—15. 

I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now. 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth : for he shall not speak of himself ; but what- 
soever he shall hear, that shall he speak : and he will shew you 
things to come. 

He shall glorify me : for he shall receive of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you. 

All things that the Father hath are mine : therefore said I, 
that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

Our Lord had now touched, (briefly indeed, yet 
more closely than hitherto), on the sacred com- 
mission of his Apostles ; in the fulfilment of which 
they were to be assisted by the Holy Ghost He 
had given them the grand outline of doctrine. Yet 
there were many other points, on which they would 
need direction and encouragement : for they were 
shortly about to become the instruments of the 
greatest religious movement, that has ever taken 
place in our world. They were, however, as yet 
unequal to so vast a charge. Our Lord knew their 
dulness, their prejudices, and the carnal state of 
their minds : he therefore forbore explaining any 
thing further to them, leaving it to the communi- 
cation of the Divine Spirit, to purify, enlarge and 
strengthen their hearts. When once taught by the 
Spirit of truth, they would become Teachers in- 
deed ; teachers of all nations ! 

Our Lord alludes to " many things," as reserved 
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for explanation at a future period. Judging from 
what the Apostles and Evangelists subsequently 
wrote, we may infer that these "many things" 
related to the abolition of the Mosaic dispensation ; 
the opening of the door of faith to the Gentiles; 
the change of the Sabbath to the first day of the 
week ; and various matters relative to church order 
and government. They were to be gifted, more- 
over, with the Spirit of prophecy : no one of them 
more so, than this very Evangelist, St. John ; whose 
Book of Revelation closes the Sacred Scriptures. 
" All truth," that is, all needful truth, was revealed 
to them ; and by them conveyed to us. 

Their writings, and those of the Old Testament, 
differ from all other books, in this one essential 
characteristic : namely, that they are derived from 
communications made to the writers of them by the 
ever-blessed and adorable Jehovah. And this part 
of our Lord's discourse reveals, in a very remark- 
able manner, the interest taken by the whole of 
the three Persons of the Godhead, in thus guiding 
the disciples. " All things that the Father hath, 
(says Christ), are mine:" to which he adds, "He 
(that is, the Spirit) shall take of mine, and show it 
unto you." The Spirit was to receive from the 
Son, even as the Son from the Father : and thus 
all the Three harmoniously combined in teaching 
and guiding these heralds of salvation. We pretend 
not to understand, how this is : but that this is the 
fact, is plain : and it was considered by our Lord as 
of so much moment, that he here unfolds it, so far 
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as it can be made comprehensible to human under- 
standings. We learn then, that in the administering 
of the Covenant of grace each Person observes his 
proper office, his time and his place. They are 
co-equal, and co-operative; no one of the three 
Persons acting independently of the others; much 
less in contrariety the one to the other. And all 
three are engaged in promoting the knowledge, 
happiness, and eternal salvation of believers. 

It is the peculiar office of the Spirit, to "receive" 
of the things of Christ, and to glorify him by 
showing these things to the Church. — We have an 
example of this, in the very case of this Evangelist, 
St. John. The Spirit revealed to him, or brought 
to his remembrance, many things concerning the 
Divine Person, the Mediatorial work, and the 
instructive spiritual discourses of Christ. Had not 
this Apostle, and the others, enjoyed the inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost, how could we ever have learned 
the glorious mysteries of the Gospel; how could we 
have known these matters of high and everlasting 
import, which kings and prophets earnestly desired 
to see, but did not see them ? 

We may draw two remarks of a practical kind, 
from this part of our Lord's discourse. 

1. First, from the example of his disciples, we 
may be reminded, that there generally is a period 
of much ignorance, prejudice, and slowness of heart, 
at the commencement of our spiritual life. Out of 
this dulness of mind, we should pray to be quickly 
delivered. We should earnestly ask of God, that 
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in the reading of his holy word we may he effectu- 
ally freed from all those prejudices and misconcep- 
tions, which bedim our spiritual sight. Oh, that 
the Truth might flow direct into our souls ; just as 
the sunbeams pass straight into an opened chamber, 
which before was dark ! Why cannot we under- 
stand the words of Christ ? Why cannot we " bear 
them now"? Did we with all simplicity of heart 
implore the promised aid of the Spirit, would He 
not "guide us into all truth"? Assuredly he 
would. Our eye being single, our whole body 
would be full of light. 

2. Next, let us constantly bear in mind, that the 
glorifying of Christ is the main business of the 
Spirit, and of all spiritually-minded Ministers. 
O then let our adoring thoughts be fixed on our 
Redeemer ! His Person is divine : his word is 
truth : his blood hath power to cleanse from all 
sin : his intercession before the Father is all-pre- 
vailing: his gift of the Spirit is large and free. 
Although, on that night, He was all condescension, 
and on the next day, all humiliation; yet now 
" God hath highly exalted him, and given him 
a name which is above every name : that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth ; and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father." 
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THE SORROW OF CHRIST'S DISCIPLES, TO BE 
EXCHANGED FOR JOY. 

John xvi. 16 — 22. 

A little while, and ye shall not see me : and again, a little 
while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father. 

Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is 
this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see 
me : and again, a little while, and ye shall see me : and, because 
I go to the Father? 

They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little while ? 
we cannot tell what he saith. 

Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said 
unto them, Do ye inquire among yourselves of that I said, A little 
while, and ye shall not see me : and again, a little while, and ye 
shall see me ? 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, 
but the world shall rejoice : and ye shall be sorrowful, but your 
sorrow shall be turned into joy. 

A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour 
is come : but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remem- 
bereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the 
world. 

And ye now therefore have sorrow : but I will see you again, 
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from 
you. 

That reverent familiarity which the disciples en- 
tertained toward their Divine Master, was occa- 
sionally evinced by their talking over their dif- 
ficulties among themselves in his presence. He 
himself frequently led to these musings and discus- 
sions among them, by saying things beyond their 
comprehension. So here : they catch at his words, 
"A little while, and ye shall not see me: and 



John xvi. 16—22. 121 

again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I 
go to the Father." They are perplexed with this, 
" A little while ; and again, a little while." They 
cannot conjecture also, what may be the meaning 
of this, "Because I go to the Father." They 
keep harping on the words, " A little while :" and 
being reluctant to ask, they get no further than, 
" We cannot tell what he saith." 

Jesus heard their whisperings, and knew their 
thoughts. To meet their desire of information, he 
observes that there were now two distinct periods 
of time before them; a time of sorrow, and a time 
of joy : sorrow, because he would be parted from 
them ; joy, because he would return to them, and 
then, shortly after, ascend to the Father, to plead 
on their behalf, and pour upon them the richest 
blessing which God can bestow; the gift of his 
Holy Spirit 

1. First, their Time of sorrow would be but for 
a little while; for three days at most. They would 
mourn the betrayal, crucifixion, death, and burial 
of their Lord. And while they wept and lamented, 
their grief would be aggravated by the cruel and 
wanton exultations of his Jewish enemies, and Hea- 
then murderers. We cannot wonder that their 
hearts sunk within them. Short, comparatively, 
as the time of his humiliation was, and rapidly as 
events followed one upon another, yet, like the 
throes of a woman in travail, the sorrows of the 
disciples appeared to them insupportable. Some of 
them even yielded to the idea, that all was now 



122 SORROW EXCHANGED FOR JOY. 

over, and their hopes lost. " We trusted (said 
some of them) that it was he that should have re- 
deemed Israel:" — meaning, our confidence in him 
now is expiring. 

2. But there shall be also a Time of joy. " I will 
see you again." This will also be for a short pe- 
riod, though longer than my absence : — a space of 
forty days. Then, I go to the Father ; after which 
ye shall see me by faith, as your ever-present 
Friend, Advocate, and Intercessor. How will your 
sorrow be turned into joy, when, after my resurrec- 
tion, ye shall be permitted to handle me, and see 
that it is even I myself that still converse with 
you ! How, too, will ye wonder and adore, but not 
mourn, on beholding me ascend into heaven, to 
obtain for you the promise of the Father, even his 
Holy Spirit ! 

Two things would heighten the delightfulness of 
this joy. 

(1) First, because it was the completion of an 
arduous plan. The anguish of a mother in child- 
birth is no more remembered by her, as soon as 
her infant, the tender object of her affections, is 
born into the world. So likewise the distress of 
the Eleven at losing their Master, would vanish on 
his rising again: "then were the disciples glad, 
when they had seen the Lord." After his resur- 
rection, they beheld him as a Conqueror: the 
world, Satan, and the grave, were now vanquished 
Death had no more dominion over him. His war- 
fare was accomplished. Having vanquished the 
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powers of darkness, he brought light and immorta- 
lity to light by the Gospel. 

This view of Christ, as being made our Life* 
was greatly interesting to the Evangelist, St. John. 
At the opening of his first Epistle, he exultingly 
speaks of his Lord and Master, as being " The 
Life;" and, as having been "manifested" in this 
character. " That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled, of the Word of life ; (for the life was 
manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, 
and show unto you that eternal life, which was with 
the Father, and was manifested unto us;) that 
which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, 
that ye may also have fellowship with us : and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto 
you, that your joy may be full." (1 John i. 1 — 4.) 

(2) Another consideration which would heighten 
the satisfaction of the disciples, was, that their's 
was to be an abiding joy. St. John, even when 
grown to a great age, had not lost the consolation 
of this doctrine : he could yet speak and write of it, 
as communicating " fulness of joy." It is a joy 
which cannot be taken away. Other pleasures 
may and will vanish ; nay, some of them turn to 
perfect bitterness : those especially, which are in 
their nature sinful, will lead to eternal " weeping, 
and wailing, and gnashing of teeth." But who can 
rob a believer of his treasure? Who can make 
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that man poor and miserable, whom Christ fills 
with imperishable delights ? " Your joy no man 
taketh from you." Not the mocker : who, instead 
of shaking a believer's confidence, only makes him 
cling more closely to salvation, as a precious rea- 
lity. Not the persecutor: for a true Christian 
regards the favour of his Maker as better than life 
itself. Not the terrors of death : for they do but 
open the gate of everlasting life. — Only, let us 
walk by faith. Let us honour Christ, by prizing 
his promises beyond our chief earthly joy. Let us 
keep the only way to true happiness, making Christ 
our All in all r " whom having not seen, we love ; 
in whom, though now we ; see him not, yet believ- 
ing we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory." 



THE PRIVILEGE OF PRAYING TO THE FATHER 
IN €HRISrS NAME. 

John xv*. 23-^28. 

And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, 
he will give it you. 

Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name : ask, and ye 
shall receive, that your* joy may be fall. 

These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs : but the 
time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, 
but I shall shew you plainly of the Father. 

At that day ye shall ask in my name : and I say not unto 
yon, that I will pray the Father for you : 
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For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, 
and have believed that I came out from God. 

I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world : 
again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. 

It is no uncommon thing for persons to have, at an 
early period of their spiritual life, less light and 
comfort, than they afterwards enjoy. It was thus 
with the Apostles. The cause of this however, in 
their case, was, not merely that at the first their 
knowledge was imperfect, but the work of the Sa- 
viour was itself not yet perfected. 

If it had been left to the choice of the disciples, 
they would at this moment have desired that their 
Lord should not depart, but that he should remain 
with them as long as possible. To hear his wisdom, 
to witness his works of mercy, and to delight in 
intercourse with him, freely asking of him the 
solution of every doubt and difficulty, appeared to 
them the highest possible happiness. But there were 
greater privileges than these, in store for them. 

1. First, they would be taught to pray in Christ's 
name. This hitherto they had not done. They 
had indeed frequently sought blessings from Christ, 
and had never been refused. They had also, no 
doubt, frequently prayed to God ; and had received 
answers to prayer. Every communication of divine 
grace, moreover, had been vouchsafed to them, 
though they knew it not, for Christ's sake : but 
they themselves had been ignorant of the nature of 
Christ's mediation: consequently, they had not 
presented their petitions in his name. But after 
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Christ's ascension to glory, they and all believers 
were to expect every blessing as granted for his 
sake alone. Life, pardon, and peace ; wisdom, ho- 
liness, succour, and consolation ; every thing need* 
ful for time and for eternity, was to be implored in 
the name of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. 

2. Next, they were to regard this privilege, as a 
source of unbounded joy: "That your joy may 
be full." The highest conceivable satisfaction is 
briefly summed up in these words of promise — 
"Ask, and ye shall receive." To ask and not 
receive, were misery indeed. It would till our 
hearts, first, with disappointment; then, with de- 
spondency ; and at last of all, with despair. But to 
ask in faith, relying upon a divine promise ; and 
then, in God's good time and measure, to receive 
all things needful for life and godliness — this, this 
is joy : a joy unceasing, ever enlarging, reaching 
onward to future days and years ; and never to be 
surpassed, but by the delight of dwelling close to 
the Fountain of the river of the water of life, in 
heaven itself ! 

3. Our Lord, as the time of his departure drew 
nearer, seems more than ever bent on soothing the 
hearts, and opening the minds of his disciples. 
Pointing therefore to that future period, which 
should follow the descent of the Holy Ghost, he 
assures them that they already possessed, and they 
should then know that they possessed, the favour 
of Lis Father in the highest degree. He seems 
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almost to pass by his own office, as Mediator. Not 
as though any one of our sinful race could ever 
approach God, except through Christ : but, being 
once reconciled, through his death, we have bold- 
ness of access. We approach freely, cheerfully, 
fiducially. — " I say not, (Christ declares), that I 
will pray the Father for you :" this office indeed I 
will not omit : but by virtue of it, ye shall advance 
so far as to know, that " the Father himself loveth 
you." He will rejoice over you to do you good : 
he will honour your faith in me and in him. Your 
faith, and its accompanying joys, shall be so clear 
and strong, that the dispensation of the Spirit shall 
be no mystery to your minds. Once ye walked in 
darkness. Even while I have been with you, ye 
have got little further than twilight : but hence- 
forth ye shall be " light in the Lord." 

In a word, our Saviour seems to sketch in these 
short and simple propositions the history, first, of 
his own Ministry on earth ; and then, of the dis- 
pensation of the Spirit in his Church to the end of 
time. "I came forth from the Father, and am 
come into the world : and ye, my beloved disciples, 
my chosen and faithful companions, ye are they 
that have continued with me in my temptations." 
Henceforth, when the time of my deepest humi- 
liation shall be ended, " I leave the world, and go 
unto the Father. My glory and felicity will then 
be complete. Ye too shall not then be forgotten : 
my advocacy on your behalf shall then fully com- 
mence : ye shall learn, (and that, in a very short 
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time), more of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost ; more of the Gospel, and its power ; 
more of your duties in my kingdom of grace, and 
of your inheritance in my kingdom of glory, than 
you have known during the whole time that I 
have lived and laboured and discoursed in your 
presence." 

Lord Jesus, let the comfort of these thy decla- 
rations be made ours through our faith in thy word. 
Like the disciples, may we be willing to suffer with 
thee : trusting to know thee more and more fully, 
as we shall receive increasing communications of 
the Spirit : — until at length, we and all the mem- 
bers of thy true Church, shall be delivered from 
this sinful world, to be present with the Father and 
with Thee ! 



THE PROMISE OF PEACE, RENEWED. 
John xvi. 29 — 33. 

His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly 
and speakest no proverb. 

Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest 
not that any man should ask thee : by this we believe that thou 
earnest forth from God. 

Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe ? 

Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be 
scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone : and 
yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might 
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have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation : hut be of 
good cheer ; I have overcome the world. 

The disciples, who had previously been lost in 
ignorance and perplexity, were now as much 
amazed at the clearness of our Lord's discourse. 
They were delighted also by his anticipating those 
inquiries, which they desired, but had not dared, 
to make ; and likewise by his solving at once all 
their difficulties. " How forcible are right words !" 
They were now fully persuaded of Christ's omni- 
science, and of his Mission from God. Under the 
sudden impulse, they seem almost to have ac- 
counted themselves established believers: like 
Peter, they all forwardly avowed their feelings, 
without any suspicion of their infirmities. 

When, from a natural eagerness, we are tempted 
to exclaim, " Now are we sure ; by this we believe " 
— it were well for us to inquire, "Do we then 
indeed believe? Is this a genuine faith? Is it 
such as will stand the test?" — The Lord knows us 
better than we know ourselves. Our Master is 
not carried away, as we are wont to be, by ardent 
expressions. 

Two very disheartening topics were then brought 
forward by our Lord, serving as a conclusion to 
this affectionate conversation. The one was Christ's 
desertion by his disciples ; the other, Their expo- 
sure to a world of tribulation. On both these 
subjects, however, Jesus speaks with his wonted 
consideration and sympathy. 

1. First, he forewarns the eleven, that in a short 
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time they would all abandon him, "Smite the 
Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered." They 
were at this moment (so they thought) indissolubly 
united to their Master: a few hours more, and 
they would be dispersed far away from him. One 
alone, "that disciple whom Jesus loved," would 
venture to stand near his Cross. Moreover, after 
the burial of their Lord, they would go " every 
man to his own "—each one to his house and home 
and customary pursuits ; some to fishing, others to 
other employments, for their livelihood. That 
very evening and on the morrow, they would leave 
Jesus alone ; to be mocked, oppressed, condemned, 
crucified ; without a single friend appearing on his 
behalf. 

" And yet (saith Jesus) I am not alone, because 
the Father is with me." One there is who, by his 
presence, can more than supply the want of all 
friends, and counterbalance the opposition of all 
enemies. — Hence we learn, that even the Lord of 
glory yet felt, in his humanity, his need of the 
everlasting, supporting arms of the Father : but 
having this support, he no more complained of 
desolateness ; because the Father was with him. 
Believers too, when most neglected and forgotten 
of man, are privileged to feel the same. " If God 
be for us, who can be against us ?" 

2. Then, as to the disconsolateness of the dis- 
ciples, Jesus provides at parting a sure word of 
encouragement for them. They for a season would 
leave him : he warns them of it : but never for an 
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instant would He desert their interests. His dis- 
course (he tells them) was mainly directed to this 
end— "These things have I said unto you, that in 
me ye may have peace." 

How truly astonishing was the calmness of Jesus 
at this moment, infinitely surpassing any thing ever 
recorded of a mere man ! He goes forth to tread 
the wine-press of the wrath of Almighty God, 
alone : and yet is confident of the good will and 
complacency of his Heavenly Father. He has a 
little band of followers with him, timid as a flock 
of sheep, who are to confront a world of determined 
enemies : yet, while assigning to them this difficult 
commission, and warning them of their own utter 
weakness, he still promises them certain victory. 
— Whence such courage ? It sprang from the con- 
viction of this one fact, " The Father is with me." 
And whence the confidence of his disciples ? This 
sprang from Christ's assurance, " I am with you ; 
even I, who have overcome the world." 

We conclude then in the words of this Apostle, 
St. John, " This is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith." Believers are not to 
be seduced by the world's allurements : they know 
that they have in heaven a better and an enduring 
substance. Neither are they to be awed by the 
world's enmity : for persecutors can only kill the 
body, and after that have no more that they can 
do. The promise of Christ outweighs all : " In 
me ye shall have peace !" Through faith in his 
blood, we are reconciled to God the Father : being 
k2 
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made one with Christ, we imbibe his benign and 
gentle character : and since his Spirit dwelleth in 
us, no outward trouble can much disturb our deep 
serenity. Following his banner, we shall finally 
gain that victory, which ends in settled and un- 
changing peace. — What can equal the blessedness 
of the believer in Jesus ? Peace with God is ours ; 
peace in life ; peace in the midst of tumults ; peace 
in all time of our tribulation ; peace in dying ; 
peace throughout eternity ! 



THE PRAYER. 



JESUS ADDRESSES THE FATHER IN PRAYER. 
John xvii. ] , 2. 

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
and said, Father, the hour is come ; glorify thy Son, that thy 
Son also may glorify thee : 

As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should 
give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 

Jesus, having now ended the conversation, turns 
from his disciples, to God. They are fixed in 
silent awe, while our Redeemer pours forth his 
soul, first, in prayers for himself; and then in 
intercessions for the disciples, and for the innume- 
rable company of believers, in that and in all fu- 
ture ages. 

This prayer of Christ may be viewed as contain- 
ing, in substance, every thing that he is continually 
asking on behalf of his Church, to the end of time. 
Wonderful condescension; that he should admit 
us, as it were, to overhear those petitions which he 
offers at the right hand of the Father ! Wonder- 
ful inspiration, likewise, of the Holy Ghost; who 
brought to the remembrance of this Evangelist 
the very words uttered by Jesus on this solemn 
occasion ! 

"He lifted up his eyes to heaven:" showing 
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thereby the composure, fixedness, intensity, and 
sublimity of his thoughts at that moment. — " And 
said, Father, the hour is come " As Son of God, 
he was the Eternal, addressing his Eternal Father : 
speaking with him of that " counsel of peace," 
which had existed between them from eternity. 
But here, while mindful of his divinity, he yet 
speaks as Man. "Though he were a Son, yet 
learned he obedience by the things that he suf- 
fered." 

Jesus, the Mediator, speaks of events as hap- 
pening to him in the order of Time. " The hour 
is come." The hour, waited for by the Church 
four thousand years : the hour, foretold again and 
again- by prophets and righteous men, and never 
forgotten by the Mediator : the hour, which could 
not be accelerated a moment by all the malice of 
his enemies : but which was now, in the fulness of 
time, arrived ! It causes an involuntary thrill, 
to hear it announced, after long suspense, that the 
hour for taking some great step is come ! 

Yet, ere he goes forth to encounter all the ma- 
lice of his foes, Jesus prays. — Our best preparative 
for any solemn duty or painful suffering, especially 
for our dying scene, is Prayer. Thus did Jesus 
prepare. Let us, in all times of our tribulation, 
arm ourselves with the same mind ! 

In his very prayer, which he offers up as Media- 
tor, Christ nevertheless speaks in language, indi- 
cating his divine equality with the Father : " Glo- 
rify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee." 
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Mutual honour would thus be done, by each to the 
other. 

1. " Glorify thy Son." If we look to the predicted 
purposes of Christ, and to the remarkable manner 
in which this petition was subsequently answered, 
we may properly suppose his meaning to have 
been as follows. 

Glorify me, by strengthening my human nature, 
under the almost overwhelming agonies which 
I must shortly endure : sustain me, that I may 
fully accomplish the work committed to me by 
Thee.— And this prayer the Father answered: 
sending him an angel from heaven to strengthen 
him in his agony. Afterwards, on the cross, when 
he suffered the hiding of God's countenance, yet 
within a while the favour of that countenance was 
again restored to him ; so that he could with con- 
fidence say, " Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit." 

Glorify me also, by giving some illustrious 
proof, that my sufferings shall avail to the salva- 
tion of all penitent and believing souls. — This also 
was granted, in the remarkable conversion of the 
dying malefactor : in whom the work of saving 
grace appears to have been begun and perfected, 
within a very short time before his expiring 
groan. 

Glorify thy Son, by other tokens suited to at- 
test his dignity and power. — This the Father did, 
when he clothed the heavens with darkness ; when 
the veil of the temple was rent, intimating that 
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the way to the Holiest was now made open ; when 
the earth quaked, and the rocks rent, and the 
graves of many of the saints gave up their dead ; 
when even the heathen Centurion was forced to 
acknowledge, " Truly this was the Son of God." 

Glorify me also, by my resurrection from the 
dead ; when it shall appear, that as thou, O Father, 
hast life in thyself, so hast thou given to the Son to 
have life in himself. 

Glorify me by my ascension to heaven; when 
the Church shall know the truth of my parting 
words, " All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth :" and when it shall be manifested by the 
descent of the Holy Ghost, that I have indeed ob- 
tained gifts for men. 

Glorify me, finally, on my coming to judgment ; 
when it shall be made eternally evident to the whole 
assembled human race, that thou hast committed 
all judgment unto the Son, and hast given him 
power over all flesh. 

2. "That thy Son also may glorify Thee." 
Christ designed to bring glory to the Father : and 
he did bring glory to him ; first, by showing the 
perfect holiness and inflexible Justice of God ; in 
that he spared not his own Son, but received him 
as a Victim, to expiate our guilt. 

Herein also he glorified his Father ; inasmuch as 
Jesus opened the way for displaying the infinite 
Mercy and love of God, consistently with his jus- 
tice. God hath avenged his broken law ; and yet 
he pardons the penitent sinner. He is, in Christ, 
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" a just God and a Saviour:" he is "just, and the 
justifier of him that believeth in Jesus." 

Jesus will also glorify the Father, by finally con- 
ferring eternal life upon those, whom the Father 
hath given to Him, as the recompense of his meri- 
torious sufferings and obedience unto death. 

Thus was the glory mutual. — The Father and 
the Son were co-workers in this wonderful plan, 
combining justice and mercy. Infinite wisdom de- 
vised the plan : unchanging faithfulness confirmed 
it: almighty power accomplished it. All this would 
be present to the mind of Christ, when he com- 
menced his prayer, saying, " Glorify thy Son, that 
thy Son also may glorify Thee." 

And doth not our Lord teach us hereby, that 
the glory of the Eternal Godhead should be the 
chief desire of our hearts? — In every work that 
we undertake, and in every prayer which we offer, 
the leading thought should be, " Hallowed be thy 
Name!" — Especially should our eyes delight in 
tracing the beauty and harmony of the Divine 
Attributes, in the scheme of Man's redemption. 
We shall fully discern " the glory of God," only 
" in the face of Jesus Christ." 
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TO KNOW THE TRUE GOD AND JESUS CHEI8T, 

IS LIFE ETERNAL. 

John zviL 3. 

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent 

Our Lord, having alluded to his office of giving 
eternal life, proceeds to declare wherein that life 
consists. His definition was intended to serve as a 
leading doctrine to the disciples; and, through 
them, to us. May we have light and grace from 
above, enabling us rightly to apprehend these words 
of our Saviour, which show us the path of life ! 

Let us consider here, whom we are to know; 
even the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom he 
hath sent : — and then let us inquire, how this know- 
ledge leads to eternal life. 

1. The Being, set before us to be known, is 
God, the only true God ; and his Son, Jesus Christ, 
whom he hath sent from heaven. Both are men- 
tioned together, in this and other passages ; in a 
way which indicates that they are one. There is a 
diversity of Persons, but there is a oneness in their 
Divine nature. Jesus, in praying to his Father, 
evidently addresses him as co-equal with himself. 
We cannot comprehend his language, except by 
admitting, what he has expressly declared, " I and 
the Father are one." 

We must however, at the same time, regard the 
two Persons in their distinct characters. We may 
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view the former expression, " Thee, the only true 
God," as exhibiting God in his absolute being 
and attributes: while the latter expression, "Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent," exhibits the Mediator 
in his relation both to God and to mankind. He 
is between both, and possesses the nature of both. 
He is the Son of God, sent to become Son of 
man, for our salvation. 

The "only true God" then, is that One, Self- 
existent, Eternal, Almighty, Unchangeable Being, 
concerning whom the Jews ought to have been 
well informed : and yet Jesus complained of them, 
" Ye neither know me, nor my Father." Moses 
and the Prophets had clearly spoken of him : Jesus, 
the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the 
Father, had yet more plainly revealed him: the 
first and second commandments of the law describe 
him clearly as being One, and one only; one 
Lord ; one Jehovah ; a Spirit, to be worshipped 
" in spirit and in truth." Yet the unbelieving 
Jews were in darkness concerning him. Much 
more deeply were the Gentiles sunk in ignorance : 
they were covered with "gross darkness:" they 
"followed dumb idols, even as they were led." 
Their wisest philosophers " by wisdom knew not 
God." That God is One, and that he is a Spirit, 
were ideas excluded from the thoughts of idolaters. 
Yet to have this knowledge, is absolutely essential 
to eternal life. 

To know Jesus also, is no less essential. For 
fallen man needs a revelation, suited to his wants 
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as a sinner. We need to be brought back to God, 
as those who have been alienated from him. For 
this end, Christ Jesus was " sent" : to mediate, and 
to effect a reconciliation and re-union. 

God, in his essential nature ; and God, in his 
covenant-relation to us in Christ — this is the God, 
whom rightly to know is life eternal. 

2. But how does this knowledge lead to eternal 
life? 

By knowledge is here meant, Faith: for it is 
only* by faith that we can know God. — Now faith 
in the true God, brings the soul out of death into 
life, first, by raising it to a lively sense of things 
spiritual. As soon as a person approaches God by 
faith, he ceases to be carnal in his mind, and gro- 
velling in his pursuits. Was he previously an 
idolater ? He now quits that mean, debasing sys- 
tem; and becomes acquainted with the glory of 
the eternal Godhead. Was he a mere formal wor- 
shipper ? He now learns to worship in spirit and 
in truth. Was he an utter worldling, dead in tres- 
passes and sins ? He now begins to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world, and 
expects a nobler state of existence in the world to 
come ; where he shall be with God, and like God. 

Again — faith in Christ gives life, by uniting us 
to Him, whom God hath appointed to be the Re- 
viver and Restorer of our dead souls. In and 
through Christ believers are pardoned : they are 
created anew by his Spirit; and fresh supplies of 
grace are continually infused into their hearts. 



JOHN XVII. 3. 141 

They live " by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved us, and gave himself for us." 

O happy era for mankind, when the knowledge 
of the true God, and faith in Christ crucified, shall 
set millions free from their present cruel bondage 
in idolatry, superstition and sin : when " the know- 
ledge of the glory of the Lord shall cover the 
earth, as the waters cover the sea!" — The good 
Lord hasten it, in his time ! 

The life, here spoken of, continues to grow on 
earth, till it expands into life eternal : for it unites 
believers more and more intimately with their Sa- 
viour, until they attain at length to the presence of 
God, with whom is the Fountain of life. They who 
attain this blessed state, will thenceforward know 
the Lord, no more by faith : they will behold him 
face to face : and from that state they cannot fall. 
" I am the resurrection and the life," saith the 
Lord: " he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live: and he that liveth and 
believeth in me, shall never die." 
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HAVING GLORIFIED THE FATHER ON EARTH, 

CHRIST PRAYS THAT HE MAY HIMSELF 

BE GLORIFIED. 

John xvii. 4, 5. 

I have glorified thee on the earth : I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do. 

And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with 
the glory which I had with thee before the world was. 

It is a noble declaration which Christ' here makes 
concerning himself; and a high reward which he 
consequently claims at the hands of his Father. 
Let us consider each of these points, with deep 
reverence for the character of our Lord ; and with 
the determination, by the help of his Spirit, to take 
him for our pattern. 

1. First, our Lord asserts the hearty and unin- 
terrupted obedience which he had paid while on 
earth, to the will of the Father. " I have glorified 
thee on the earth." — His whole life (we may say) 
had been one entire act of obedience. On coming 
into the world, in that body which was divinely 
prepared for him, He by his incarnation virtually 
declared, " Lo, I come to do thy will, O God." 
In the course of his ministry, he could affirm in 
regard to his Father, " I do always those things 
that please him:" " I came down from heaven, not 
to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent 
me : " " My meat is to do the will of him that sent 
me, and to finish his work." "I honour my 
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Father." In his person, as Son of man, Jesus dis- 
played all those perfections of holiness, which exist 
in the Father himself. Thus Jesus revealed the 
Father to us, clearly and visibly. Moreover, by 
miracles innumerable he showed forth the power 
and mercy of his Father : while by his discourses, 
he unfolded the wisdom, truth and love of God. 

Above all, he glorified his Father, by magnifying 
the law, suffering its penalty, fulfilling all righte- 
ousness, and establishing the new covenant between 
God and man, sealing it with his blood. His very 
title, "The Lamb of God," shows him to have 
been the Victim, of God's appointment : and his 
dying in that character proved that he concurred 
in God's design, and came as a self-devoted sacri- 
fice. In the hour of his agony, he sacrificed all 
his natural feelings, and honoured the decree of his 
Father, by saying, " Not my will, but thine be 
done !" — Thus in all things he glorified his Father 
on the earth. 

Although the period of his actual suffering had 
not yet commenced, yet with so much constancy 
did he adhere to his determination, and so confi- 
dent was he of the Divine support under that 
heavy load soon to be laid upon his shoulders, 
that Jesus declares the work of salvation to be even 
now accomplished: "I have finished the work, 
which thou gavest me to do." 

2. " Now therefore (and he claims it of right), 
glorify thou me." — He, as it were, reminds his 
Father of that majesty, power and dominion, which 
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he had when pre-existing in heaven, in the bosom 
of the Father. " Glorify thou me with thine own 
self with the glory which I had with thee before 
the world was." While he dwelt on earth, emptied 
of all dignity, appearing as " a worm and no man," 
who could have thought that he was in truth the 
King eternal, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
God over all, blessed for ever ? But this garb of 
humiliation was now to be thrown off, and ex- 
changed for his own royal robes of deity : his rai- 
ment white as snow, his eyes as a flame of fire, his 
countenance as the sun shineth in it* strength, his 
voice as the sound of many waters ! 

In one respect our Lord's return into heaven 
differed from his descent thence. During the 
eternity preceding his incarnation, he had existed 
as the Son of God: but after his incarnation, he 
re-ascended to heaven in the additional character 
of Son of Man. — " Glorify me ; " even Me, the 
great Emmanuel ! Let my human nature be ex- 
alted to the heaven of heavens, gloriously united 
to the divine. Let the " mystery of godliness " be 
thus completed : let " God manifest in the flesh," 
be " received up into glory !" (I Tim. iii. 16.) 

Answerably to this prayer, Jesus, as our Sacrifice 
for sin, shares the throne with his Father. The 
heavenly hosts present one common strain of ado- 
ration to them both ; " Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever 
and ever!" 

One practical reflection naturally flows from this 
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subject. — Let it lead us to inquire, whether we can 
profess before the Lord, humbly yet conscien- 
tiously, " My chief aim hath been to glorify thee 
on earth!" We too, as members of Christ, have 
a work to do, and a work to finish ! Are we intent 
upon it? Do we renounce Self, and seek to glo- 
rify God in our body and in our spirit, which are 
God's? Have we, like Christ, a self-denying, 
meek, and lowly temper, desiring not to be mini- 
stered unto, but to minister ? Like him, do we 
go about doing good? — Oh, when death draws 
near, what an unspeakable comfort will it be to 
possess a clear evidence that we are Christ's, not 
in name only, but in deed and in truth ! " For so 
an entrance shall be ministered unto us abundantly 
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ ! " 
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JESUS COMMENDS HIS DISCIPLES. 
John xvii. 6 — 8. 

I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest 
me out of the world : thine they were, and thou gayest them 
me ; and they have kept thy word. 

Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast 
given me are of thee. 

For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me ; 
and they have received them, and have known surely that 
I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst 
send me. 

At this part of his prayer, Jesus commences inter- 
ceding for his disciples. They were his first chosen 
followers: they had been his faithful companions 
till that hour : they were then present with him : 
they were constituted the depositaries of his doctrine, 
and were hereafter to become the Messengers of 
his Church throughout the world. It was natural 
therefore that he should primarily name them; 
although he probably designed to include others 
also, (as the seventy,) whom he had employed, at 
other times, in any sacred ministry. And we see 
from a subsequent part of his prayer, (ver. 20), that 
he extended the virtue of his intercession to all, 
who should hereafter believe in his name. 

Every part of these verses shows the perfect 
subjection with which Christ, as Son of man, ad- 
dressed the Father. He speaks as Mediator. 
Though he was faithful " as a Son over his own 
house," yet that faithfulness was peculiarly mani- 
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fested by his dutiful obedience " to him that ap- 
pointed him:" that is, to the Father: (Hebrews 
iii. 2. 6.) Mysterious, and to us incomprehensible, 
as this relation is, yet since our Saviour constantly 
refers to it, making it the ground-work of his in- 
tercession for his people, it becomes us duly to 
notice, and humbly to believe in his Divine Me- 
diation. 

Concerning these Eleven disciples he declares, 
that to them he had revealed the "Name" of the 
Father; that is, His being, perfections, purposes, 
and truth. Further he states, that it was the Fa- 
ther who had given to him these very disciples, 
having selected them from the midst of all others 
in the world, as being the men whom Jesus was to 
call, ordain, and instruct. In truth, these disciples 
had been the Father's, both by creation and by the 
election of grace, long before they were Christ's : 
— they were a gift to Christ, as Mediator : — and 
our Lord further notices in their commendation, 
that they had kept the words of the Father, deli- 
vered to them through Christ for their guidance. 

More than this, the eleven had attained to the 
understanding of Christ's Mediatorial office. Words 
cannot more clearly express the nature of that 
mediatorial office, or more certainly declare the 
high spiritual attainments of the disciples : " Now 
they have known, that all things whatsoever thou 
hast given me, are of thee." And, " they have 
known surely that I came out from thee, and they 
have believed that thou didst send me." 
l2 
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Agreeably to this, we learn that the Father im- 
parted the Spirit without measure to Jesus, anoint- 
ing him, and putting the Spirit of the Lord upon 
him, for every part of his mediatorial work ; (John 
iii. 34; Luke iv. 18, 19.) He gives to him also, 
those true sheep who hear the voice of Christ, and 
who follow him ; (John x. 29.) And no man (saith 
Christ) can come unto me, except the Father, 
which hath sent me, draw him ; (John vi. 44.) The 
Father gave to Christ power also to have life in 
himself, and to quicken whom he will: he hath 
committed all judgment unto the Son; he hath 
given him authority to execute judgment also, 
because he is the Son of man : and what things 
soever the Father doeth, those also doeth the Son 
likewise; (John v. 17 — 27.) "For the Father 
loveth the Son, and showeth him all things that 
himself doeth." 

Such are the statements of this Evangelist, who 
enlarges upon this doctrine of the relation between 
the Father and the Son, perhaps more fully than 
any other of the New Testament writers. And 
from the expression of our Lord, " Now they have 
known," it may properly be inferred that all the 
eleven had distinctly received this doctrine : they 
had in truth, only a short time before, declared 
their conviction to be, that Jesus came forth from 
God; (John xvi. 30.) They had faith in this fact, 
as a fundamental truth ; to be kept, published, and 
transmitted to the Church, from generation to 
generation. 
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Let us all heartily bless the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, for this Covenant of 
grace, which he hath ordained in the hands of a 
Mediator ! The Covenant is an everlasting Cove- 
nant, ordered in all things and sure : the Mediator 
is condescending, faithful, and prevailing ; and He 
is the Author of eternal salvation to all them that 
obey him. We have cause, moreover, to adore the 
good providence of our God, in that, when the 
Covenant had been ratified by the death of his 
Son, he did not suffer it to remain unknown ; as it 
were, a treasure unprofitably hid in a field: but 
He sent forth faithfid men, to preach everywhere 
the unspeakable riches of Christ. He sent them 
"to make all men see what is the fellowship of the 
mystery, which from the beginning of the world 
had been hid in God, who created all things by 
Jesus Christ: "To the intent that now unto the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places might 
be known by the Church the manifold wisdom of 
God, according to the eternal purpose which he 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." To this end 
"he gave some, apostles: and some, prophets: 
and some, evangelists: and some, pastors and 
teachers." May we, through their inspired teach- 
ing, " come, in the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ!" 
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CHRIST GLORIFIED IN HIS DISCIPLES. 

John xvii. 9, 10. 

I pray for them : I pray not for the world, but for them which 
thou hast given me ; for they are thine. 

And all mine are thine, and thine are mine ; and I am glori- 
fied in them. 

How must this short sentence have touched the 
disciples! They were gathered round their Lord, 
and heard him declare on their behalf, " I pray for 
them!" To feel that Jesus loved them, owned 
them, and presented them and all their concerns in 
fervent intercessions at the throne of the Most 
High — where they knew he must prevail — how 
would it comfort and secure their hearts! And 
this same assurance, may not all believers equally 
enjoy? Doth not Jesus pray for us also? Yes: 
he takes our imperfect petitions, and offers with 
them the plea of his own merit: he presents our 
sighs and groans, rendering them acceptable to 
God. Together with our supplications he mingles 
" much incense," that is, his own powerful inter- 
cession; and thus he obtains for us exceeding 
abundantly above all that we can ask or think. 

For the world he prayed not At that lime, 
certainly, he did not offer up any petition for the 
ungodly; but for those only, who were given to 
him of the Father. On their behalf he presents an 
argument that was irresistible; "For they are 
thine." — " The Lord knoweth them that are his:" 
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and he hath determined that they shall never pe- 
rish, neither shall any pluck them out of his hands. 
Yet their election of God did not preclude the 
necessity for prayer on their behalf! Jesus, we 
perceive, prayed even for those whom he knew to 
be believers. Believers must in like manner pray 
for themselves, and for one another. 

On another occasion — namely, when extended 
on the cross — Jesus prayed even for his murderers ; 
" Father, forgive them ; for they know not what 
they do." Some of them, no doubt, were after- 
wards converted : the account of the transactions 
on the day of Pentecost, prove this. Others pro- 
bably persisted in unbelief. It is not revealed to 
us, why Christ omitted at this time to plead for 
"the world" in his prayer; while, on another 
occasion, he prayed for those wicked men who cru- 
cified him. 

The distinction which Jesus made in this part of 
his prayer, furnishes no rule to us in regard to our 
petitions. We, following the general direction of 
Scripture, are bound to pray that all men living, 
and all the generations yet unborn, may be brought 
to the saving knowledge of Christ. We are not to 
guide or limit our prayers, according to our notions 
of the secret decrees of God. We are directed by 
St. Paul to pray comprehensively, relying on the 
general character of God for mercy, so fully de- 
clared in his holy word : " I exhort therefore, that, 
first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men ; for kings, 
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and for all that are in authority ; that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and ho- 
nesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight 
of God our Saviour ; who will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth." (1 Timothy ii. 1—4.) 

It is worthy of remark how Jesus, in this part of 
his intercession, asserts his dignity, as being, not 
mere man, but also God. " All mine (that is, all 
my things) are thine ; and thine are mine." What 
words could possibly describe with greater force 
the perfect oneness, equality, and harmony subsist- 
ing between the Father and Christ Jesus ? 

Yet, while Jesus passes by " the world," with 
what condescending complacency does he dwell on 
the character of these his humble followers ! They 
had been made, through grace, " the excellent of 
the earth ; " and in them was all his delight. Insig- 
nificant as they were in the eyes of mankind gene- 
rally, yet were they men, of whom the world was 
not worthy ! And as, on one occasion, " Jesus re- 
joiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these 
things, and hast revealed them unto babes;" so, 
on this evening, he declares concerning these sim- 
ple, unadorned disciples, " I am glorified in them." 
It is a thought, applicable to all who have " the 
mind of Christ." Our Lord and Master declares 
himself honoured by our attachment to his Person, 
his doctrine, his cause, his people. Consequently, 
he is not ashamed to call us, brethren. He accepts 
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the smallest act of kindness, shown in his name 
even to the least of these his brethren, as a favour 
done unto himself. The character most honoura- 
ble in the sight of God, is a man distinguished by 
devotedness to the truth, disinterested good-will, 
and friendly serviceableness exercised towards all 
men ; " especially unto them who are of the house- 
hold of faith." In these qualities th$ Apostles 
shone : their character, through the grace of the 
indwelling Spirit, was godlike. When others, 
falsely called great, the worlds' heroes, shall awake 
to shame and everlasting contempt, in that day will 
Christ be glorified in his saints, and admired in all 
them that believe. Then they " that be wise shall 
shine as the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars 
for ever and ever." 



JESUS PRAYS THAT THE DISCIPLES MAY BE 
KEPT UNITED AND REJOICING. 

John xvii. 11 — 13. 

And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the 
world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own 
name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as 
we are. 

While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy 
name : those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of 
them is lost, but the son of perdition ; that the scripture might 
be fulfilled. 
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And now come I to thee ; and these things I speak in the 
world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 



The Saviour, contemplating his ascension to 
heaven, might well rejoice in the thought of quit- 
ting a scene of sorrow, humiliation and pain, to sit 
down in triumph on the throne of his Father. 
** Now I am no more in the world ; now come I to 
thee" — are words, that denote an exchange incon- 
ceivably glorious and blissful. A joy like this, 
though in humbler measure, may be cherished by 
every member of Christ, as death approaches; 
when, having " a desire to depart and to be with 
Christ," the believer may thankfully exclaim, 
" Now am I no more in the world; Holy Father, 
I come to Thee! Farewell, vain earth; and wel- 
come heaven!" 

Yet any one thus departing, would naturally be 
concerned for those whom he leaves ; especially for 
those dependent on him. The disciples had rested 
entirely on the grace and guidance of Jesus. Our 
Lord therefore now consults for their benefit, and 
pleads for them with his Eternal Father. He 
says, " Keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me." This again gives us a dis- 
tinct view of his office as our Advocate with the 
Father. Whilst we hear these words, they seem 
like the voice of the Great Intercessor, sounding 
audibly in our ears. 

In this 'passage, Jesus first speaks of his former 
care for his disciples : then, commends them to the 
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Father : and afterwards implores special blessings 
on their behalf. 

1. First, He declares with what tender care he 
had watched over these disciples which the Father 
had given him. In the name of the Father, (that is* 
through the Father's power, and in his truth, and 
for his glory,) Jesus had kept the Eleven ; faithful, 
and free from harm. One of the twelve was ex- 
cepted from this gracious security; a wilful and 
desperate sinner; a servant of Satan, a child of 
wrath, an heir of perdition. Prophecy had branded 
him, as one who had Satan standing at his right 
hand (Psalm cix. 6.) : he was in league with the 
prince of darkness. Jesus does not name him : but 
the eleven could have no doubt, to whom Christ 
made allusion. — And yet, little did they anticipate, 
that within a short hour Jesus would have again to 
announce him in these terrible words, "Lo, he 
that betrayeth me is at hand !" 

The Eleven, however, had been, and still were 
safe. They were near the good Shepherd, within 
the hearing of his voice, and the shelter of his arm. 
" I kept them*— I have guarded them." From their 
own frail hearts, and from their subtle enemies, 
have I alike preserved them. — This little company 
had been to Jesus as an inclosed vineyard : " I the 
Lord do keep it : I will water it every moment : 
lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day." 
(Isaiah xxvii. 3.) 

* 'Ertjpovv — £(pvAat;a. 
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It is impossible, reading the four Gospels, not to 
observe, bow tenderly and watchfully our Lord had 
protected this chosen band of disciples. 

2. But now, being on the point of leaving them, 
he commends them to the Father. He addresses 
God by the title, "Holy Father :" that is, he in- 
vokes in favour of his disciples, all the holy per- 
fections, the immutability, truth, mercy and love of 
the Father. It was a solemn plea : but Jesus knew 
its power. — The same force he knew to be in this 
petition, " Keep through thine own name those, 
whom thou hast given me." They were thy gift 
to me: they were thine before they were mine. 
Surely thou wilt not have less care for them, than 
I have manifested ! 

How greatly the eleven needed the protection of 
the Most High, may be understood from those 
startling words of Christ — "These are in the 
world ! " It is a fearful place to be in : especially 
for those who are devoted to the service of Christ, 
and who are " valiant for the truth upon the 
earth." 

3. Jesus then particularizes the blessings, which 
he desired of his Father for the disciples. They 
are two ; Unity, and Joy. 

(1) The Unity implored is of the highest kind ; 
of a quality far above man's natural thoughts : such 
as none can impart, but God only : though men, 
bad men, can speak of it, and even counterfeit it. 
The Unity is this : " that they may be one, as we 
are" The perfect, indissoluble union subsisting 
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between the Father and the Son, is the type of that 
unity, which binds together all the members of 
Christ's mystical Body. The true Church, (not 
the visible, but the invisible, spiritual Church, 
known only to the Omniscient God), is built upon 
a principle of lively faith, by which believers are 
united to Christ. Being in Him — however diver- 
sified their natural tempers, tastes and habits may 
be — yet are they truly one. They merge their se- 
parate inclinations in the one great principle of 
Christian love : " endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 

(2) Jesus prayed also that his disciples might 
have Joy ; even " his joy," perfected in them. In 
that hour, when danger so near at hand would have 
extinguished, in a less powerful mind, all thought 
of happiness, yet Jesus calmly says, " These things 
I speak in the world, that they might have my joy 
fulfilled in themselves." For their sakes he gave 
utterance to his feelings. The joy of Christ was 
full, springing from hope and confidence ; a joy, 
which no fear of suffering could abate ! It was 
also a pattern for our imitation. Let us labour and 
suffer, " rejoicing in hope ! " 

These are deeply affecting and instructive les- 
sons, to be gathered from our Saviour's words. 
We are reminded by them, that we too are con- 
stantly passing through scenes of trial and temp- 
tation, in the midst of which we cannot of our- 
selves stand upright : — who then shall uphold us ? 
We cannot keep ourselves : who shall preserve us? 
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That " Holy Father," with whom Jesus interceded 
for his disciples, is our only Safeguard. He is 
our very present help in trouble ; and we have the 
same Advocate with him, that the Apostles had, 
even Jesus Christ the righteous. We shall be car- 
ried safely, comfortably and honourably through 
all our tribulations, if only we abide in the fellow- 
ship of the Father and of his Son Jesus Christ ; 
and maintain a holy fellowship one with another. 
We shall be " kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation." 



DISCIPLES OF CHRIST TO BE IN THE WORLD, 
BUT NOT OF THE WORLD. 

John xvii. 14 — 16. 

I have given them thy word ; and the world hath hated them, 
because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but 
that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 

They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

The charge committed to the disciples ; their cha- 
racter and their position in the world; together 
with the peculiar guardianship which they would 
need — are all distinctly mentioned in these words 
of the Saviour. 

1. The charge committed to them, was, "The 
word of God :" both for their own edification, and 
for the instruction of others. " I have given them 
thy word." A deposit of inestimable value; re- 



john xvii, 14 — 16. 159 

vealing the mind and will of the great, holy, unseen 
God ; describing the laws of his government and 
providence; and, above all, discovering to a lost 
world the way of peace and acceptance with him. 

Upon the Scriptures of the Old Testament, the 
discourses of Christ had frequently thrown new 
light : so that in this sense, Jesus might be said to 
have given the disciples "the word of God." But 
over and above this, he had communicated, and by 
the Holy Ghost he intended yet further to commu- 
nicate to them, enlarged and important views of 
divine truth : raising them and other believers, to 
a far greater height in their understanding of God's 
will, than ever had been the case since the fall of 
Man in Paradise. After the care of their own 
souls, the grand, public business of their lives 
would be this — " Preach the word." (2 Tim. iv. 2.) 
How great the responsibilities of this charge ! The 
disciples strongly felt it, when, some time after the 
day of Pentecost, they unanimously declared, " We 
will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to 
the ministry of the word." (Acts vi. 4.) 

2. Their character and their position in the 
world are next mentioned. " The world hath hated 
them, because they are not of the world, even as 
I am not of the world." 

In society at large, there always have been 
two descriptions of character: those who are "of 
the world," and those who are " not of the world." 
They who are of the world, may be known by their 
attachment to the things which are seen and which 
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are temporal. Wealth, possessions, pleasures, ho- 
nours, earthly wisdom, and the favour of men, 
together with life prolonged for the enjoyment of 
these advantages — this is the worldling's portion. 
And he would fain enjoy it, to the exclusion of 
spiritual life and happiness. " God is qot in all 
his thoughts : " he " layeth up treasure for himself, 
and is not rich towards God." Piety (he feels) 
would be somewhat of an interruption to his 
schemes of worldly happiness. — On the other hand, 
they who are " not of the world," are guided in all 
their pursuits, by a steadfast regard to the things 
which are not seen and which are eternal. They 
walk by faith, not by sight. While they do not 
neglect the common duties of life, they nevertheless 
make every thing bend to the interests of eternity. 
They " seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness;" believing that all other things 
shall be added to them, in such measure as may 
appear best to Him, whose is the earth and the ful- 
ness thereof. 

One peculiar characteristic of such persons, is, 
that they feel themselves under the deepest obliga- 
tions to their Redeemer. They account them- 
selves to be " not their own : " they are " bought 
with a price ;" and are bound therefore, (with their 
own most hearty consent,) to glorify God in their 
body and in their spirit, which are God's. 

Now they who are of the world, and those not of 
the world, are characters not only different, but 
contrary the one to the other. They, are like two 
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parties, travelling indeed on the same road, but in 
opposite directions. They not only cannot stop, 
to associate together on equal terms: but they 
hinder and resist one another. " Can two walk 
together, except they be agreed ?" 

The Apostles, like their Lord, were placed in 
the fore-front of this warfare against the world, 
the flesh and the devil. "Love not the world," 
was their doctrine. And their doctrine was con- 
firmed by their conduct ; that is, by their strict- 
ness, their abstinence from every thing defiling, 
and their earnestness in rescuing sinners from the 
evil courses of the world. How could it be other- 
wise, than that the world should hate them ? It 
hated Christ ; and it will hate every one who fol- 
lows Christ in his holy maxims, habits, and con- 
versation. 

3. Being in such a position, the disciples would 
need a peculiar guardianship: and for this our 
Lord offers up a special petition. It might have 
been supposed, indeed, that as they are so little 
suited for the world, and the world is so little 
suited for them, it had been best for them to be as 
soon as possible removed, and translated to a better 
life. But this was not the mind of our Lord. He 
says, " I pray not, that thou shouldest take them 
out of the world." The Apostles had too important 
a vocation here. The world would become hope- 
lessly corrupt without such men ; they are " the 
salt of the earth." — Moreover, pious persons have 
their graces brought into livelier exercise, and 
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consequently improved, as they struggle through 
a world lying in wickedness. Our natural love of 
ease, combining with many other motives for wish- 
ing to pass through the world comfortably, might 
induce an ordinary man to spare himself, or to 
desire that God would spare him, and give him 
a post of comparatively quiet duties. Not so the 
disciples: not so, they who are likeminded with 
these champions for the truth. Others may " seek 
their own:" these " seek the things that are Jesus 
Christ's." 

But then they would encounter temptations and 
snares. The enemy will not endure that they shall 
molest his kingdom, without endeavouring in re- 
turn to foil them. Therefore our Lord's petition 
to his Father, is, " Keep them from the evil." 
They are nearly the same words as those in our 
daily prayer, " Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil." The petition signifies, 
" Preserve us from every snare in this present 
evil world ; and especially from the arts and malice 
of the Evil One, who is the god of this world." 
This, on behalf of the Apostles, would signify — 
" From pride and ambition ; from sensuality ; from 
carnal policy ; from timidity ; from lukewarmness ; 
from rashness; from impatience; from all false 
doctrine ; from whatever may tarnish the glory of 
my Gospel, or weaken the nerve of a Christian 
soldier — from all these things, Holy Father, keep 
my poor, sinful, erring, unprotected followers : that 
through their means thy word may everywhere 
have free course and \>e g\or&e&\" 
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To establish this view of their proper character, 
and fix it in their minds how thoroughly detached 
from the earth they ought to be, our Lord repeats 
the words, " They are not of the world, even as 
I am not of the world." There is no kind of self- 
denial and retirement from the spirit of the world, 
which Jesus hath not exercised before us. For 
our greater edification, he practised his way of 
" holy living," not in the solitude of a desert, or 
among a few quiet persons only; not only on 
sabbath-days or in the temple: but in all com- 
panies, and at all times. " The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking : " yet with all this free inter- 
course, he was " not of the world." He shows us 
hereby, that we are not called necessarily to " go 
out of the world." Our obligation is far higher ; 
namely, to remain among men, and yet abstain 
from what is sinful in the world : to resist evil in 
others; and, in our own conduct, to maintain a 
holy and visible consistency, on the side of Chris- 
tian principles. The rule is indeed high — Not to 
abuse our liberty in the world ; but to use it cir- 
cumspectly : so to use it, as to improve the world 
by every thing we say and do : so that society may 
be benefitted by our living example and conversa- 
tion, whilst we give all diligence to keep ourselves 
unspotted from the world. 
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SANCTIFICATION THROUGH THE TRUTH. 

John xvii. 17. 
Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

What is Holiness ? — The inquiry is suggested by 
our Lord's petition, " Sanctify them." 

It consists in the conformity of our dispositions 
and conduct to the will of God. The seed of it 
must be planted first in the heart : thenceforward, 
as it grows, it will bear fruit in the life and conver- 
sation. That the disciples might be endowed with 
this character, our Saviour prayed the Father — 
"Sanctify them." They were already sincerely 
converted to God : for Jesus says of them, " They 
are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world;" and therefore sanctification had com- 
menced in them. But wherever this good work is 
begun, we must pray for its progress and comple- 
tion; that sin may be utterly abolished, and the 
man of God sanctified wholly: that he may be 
preserved, in his spirit, soul, and body, blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

This is a great work ; and yet nothing less suf- 
fices, in the sight of God. It is moreover neces- 
sary for all men ; not for the disciples only ; but 
for us likewise ; for " without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord." We are taught therefore to pray 
daily, "Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven :" that is, that it may be done heartily, 
unreservedly, and constantly. 



JOHN XVII. 17. 165 

Jesus in praying for his disciples, that they might 
be perfected in holiness, added a sentence, pointing 
out what is the principal instrument of our sancti- 
fication : " Sanctify them through thy truth : thy 
word is truth." We may observe, in several parti- 
culars, how the word of God tends to promote 
holiness in the heart and life of all who receive 
it faithfully; whether they be persons minister- 
ing in sacred things, or servants of Christ in 
general. 

1. First, the word of God is a means of our 
sanctification, because it explains to us the holy 
nature of God, and of his law : that is to say, the 
Scriptures supply us with Knowledge on this sub- 
ject Other books may contain some scattered 
hints, partly true, partly erroneous, concerning 
what is called Morality or Virtue. But the Bible 
is the only book, which gives us clear, determinate 
and authorative information, as to what true holi- 
ness is. The Ten Commandments, in this respect, 
have no equal in all the writings of human philo- 
sophy. The Lord's Prayer is similarly unrivalled. 
The spiritual lessons of the fifth chapter of St. Mat- 
thew's Gospel are likewise without a parallel. The 
history of God's providential government, given 
us in the Bible, is a perpetual proof of his holy 
and righteous character. The holy Command- 
ments, the holy form of Prayer, the holy Gospel 
with its spiritual interpretations of the law, and the 
history of God's righteous government — all teach 
us what holiness is. In this way may we attain all 
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necessary knowledge as to what God requires of 
us, in order to our sanctification. 

2. But the word of God supplies us also with 
Motives to holiness ; exciting us to make Effort* 
to resemble the holy Lord God Almighty. Con- 
siderations are placed before us in the Gospel, 
which constrain a believer in Christ to aim at be- 
coming holy, as God is holy. — Observe the dif- 
ferent steps by which a believer is led on, by the 
Spirit, to holiness. First, the Scriptures show him 
his real state : they reveal to him his guilt, cor- 
ruption and misery ; the evils of his heart, and die 
temptations that are in the world. Then they show 
him his remedy in Christ : how he may find par- 
don, and how he may be justified through faith m 
Jesus. The Scriptures lead him on next, to this 
important truth, that the Holy Spirit is given to 
all who ask it of God; whereby the fountain, 
namely, his heart, may be cleansed, and turned into 
a source of holy thoughts and dispositions. All 
these considerations furnish powerful motives to 
pursue holiness. The threatenings of God's word 
are designed to make sin appear terrible : but it is 
chiefly his promises, his exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises, which encourage us to hope that we 
may, through grace, become partakers of the di- 
vine nature. " The love of Christ constraineth us." 

3. The word of God is an instrument of sancti- 
fication, yet further, by giving us explicit Rules on 
this important subject Here we find precepts 
clear and decisive, on every duty which we owe to 
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God, our neighbour, and ourselves. — And not 
precepts only ; but likewise Examples, of the most 
persuasive kind, to show us what pleases God, and 
what displeases him. So that a temper and con- 
duct formed according to this word, must necessa- 
rily be full of mercy and good fruits ; abhorrent of 
evil; honourable to God, useful to men, and a 
suitable preparation of our souls for the perfect 
purity and bliss of heaven. 

Such being the value of God's word, in the work 
of our sanctification, it is clearly our duty to read 
the Scriptures diligently ; using at the same time 
self-application, and earnest prayer to God for his 
blessing upon our sacred studies. To know God's 
will, it is not requisite to have much learning; but 
it is indispensable to cultivate humility, teachable- 
ness, and a spirit of ready obedience. If a man be 
willing to do the will of God, he shall know it, as 
he goes on prayerfully searching the Scriptures. 
Here, the little child and the grey-headed old man, 
the barbarian and the wise, the newly-converted 
heathen, and the most experienced minister of 
Christ, may all learn in the same school, read in 
the same book, look up to the same Master, and 
be guided by one and the same Holy Spirit If, 
on Gospel-principles, they know, love, and follow 
after holiness, then are they answering the great 
end for which God gave us the Bible, and for which 
Christ even now continually offers up this petition, 
"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth." 
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Ministers of Christ above all others need this 
Book, and the help of the Spirit in their use of it, 
both for their own sanctification, and also to qualify 
them to become teachers of the world at large. 
Thus will they give no opening for Satan to de- 
ceive them, or for the enemies of the truth to gain- 
say or resist. He is the genuine imitator of the 
Apostles, who sets the Sacred Volume constantly 
before him ; desiring to have his mind, heart, life 
and doctrine visibly inscribed with these words, 
Holiness to the Lord ! 



CHRIST SANCTIFYING HIMSELF, FOE THE SAKE 
OF HIS DISCIPLES. 

John xvii. 18,19. 

As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also 
sent them into the world. 

And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might 
he sanctified through the truth. 

Jesus, being shortly about to suffer, introduces 
here an allusion to his death. He had just spoken 
of the sanctitication of his disciples. He had 
prayed the Father to confirm them in holiness. 
He now adopts the word, " Sanctify," in another 
sense; as denoting the solemn Consecration of a 
person to some high duty. " I sanctify myself" — 
that is, I devote myself to the death, which I have 
to suffer for the sins of the world. — And this he did 
(aa he declares,) for the sake of his disciples, who 
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were so dear to him. He performed the entire 
work committed to him on earth, completing it by 
his Crucifixion. And all this he did, that he might 
become to his disciples and to all his followers, 
both a Pattern and a Surety. 

1. First, Christ was a Pattern to his disciples : 
and consequently a marked similarity subsisted 
between Him and them. He was sent by the 
Father; they, by Him. He was set apart, sepa- 
rated, and sanctified for his mediatorial work : sent 
forth from the happy place of his abode, the bosom 
of his Father; into a benighted, malignant, and 
ungrateful world. So were these eleven separated 
from their brethren, their families, t)>eir home and 
customary pursuits ; to enter upon a totally new 
undertaking, for which they had had no training, 
previously to their being called by Christ : and 
they were to teach, correct, and contend with the 
same world, which had first rejected their Master. 
Christ at his baptism was anointed to his work by 
the power of the Holy Ghost, descending like a 
Dove, and resting upon him: the Disciples too 
were to be baptized with the Holy Ghost, and with 
fire. Their commission from Christ, after the 
resurrection, is thus described by this Evangelist : 
" As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them, 
and said, Receive ye the Holy Ghost." Christ 
wrought many miracles : so did they. Christ suf- 
fered many things, both from his own people, and 
from the Jews : so did the disciples. Christ finished 
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the work, which his Father gave him to do, by 
dying on the Cross : the Apostles also were pre- 
served faithful unto death. Jesus sat down tri- 
umphant, at the right hand of the Majesty on high: 
to them in like manner he declared, " I appoint 
unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed 
unto me." — Thus were the Disciples made a true 
copy of their divine Pattern, Christ Jesus. 

2. But in this part of his prayer, our Lord 
speaks of himself in another most interesting cha- 
racter; namely, as consecrated to be Surety for 
his disciples. "I sanctify myself, that they also 
might be sanctified through the truth." And this is 
applicable not to the disciples alone; but to all 
mankind. Christ is set, not only for our example : 
He is also our sacrifice for sin. He is both High 
Priest and victim. He hath opened a new and 
living way for our justification, as well as our sanc- 
tification. He is " of God made unto us wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and re- 
demption." 

Possibly the Apostles, on hearing this part of 
Christ's prayer, would catch the force of it more 
readily than we do ; because they were familiar with 
the idea of priests, who offered up sacrifice daily. 
They would remember also the solemn annual 
sacrifice made by the High Priest, who offered 
first for his own sins, and then for the people's. 
We, however, have one advantage over the dis- 
ciples ; inasmuch as we behold these types actually 
verified by our Saviour. We now can speak of it, 



JOHN XVII. 18, 19. 171 

as a fact accomplished, " Christ, our Passover, is 
slain for us." "Through the eternal Spirit he 
hath offered himself without spot to God." As the 
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, he is 
" consecrated for evermore." " We are sanctified, 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all." 

What an intimate union is effected, by faith, 
between Christ and all his genuine disciples ! His 
character is infused into them; and his merit is 
imputed unto them. Thus "both he that sanc- 
tifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all one: 
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren." Blessed Jesus, what condescension, 
what sympathy is thine ! To the feeblest believers, 
no less than to these renowned Apostles, thou dost 
say, " Behold, my brethren !" 
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In the next part of this prayer, we shall find our 
Saviour pouring forth (as it were) abundant in- 
cense : interceding for all believers in every age of 
the Church. Ere we proceed, let us pause a 
moment to reflect on the efficacy of his prayer, in 
its primary and immediate reference to the eleven 
Apostles. — By the power of his intercession, and 
by that alone, they enjoyed their standing and 
their continuance in grace. As they affectionately 
pressed on their Master, virtue went forth from 
him, and strengthened them all. Without this, 
which of them could have remained steadfast? 
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Not one! Peter's character must have shrunk 
into hopeless timidity: James and John would 
never have been honoured to be baptized with 
their Master's baptism, or to drink of his cup : 
Matthew would have gone back to his worldly 
gains : and even Nathanael must have lost his 
guileless simplicity ! But Christ prayed for them, 
and taught them how to pray for themselves in 
his Name. He consecrated himself, that they also 
might be sanctified through the truth. He mightily 
upheld them ; and they fainted not. 



OUR LORD INTERCEDES FOR BELIEVER8 OP 

EVERY AGE, PRAYING THAT ALL HIS 

DISCIPLES MAY BE ONE. 

John xvii 20 — 23. 

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word ; 

That they all may be one ; as thou, Father, art in me, and I 
in thee, that they also may be one in us : that the world may 
believe that thou hast sent me. 

And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that 
they may be one, even as we are one : 

I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in 
one ; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and 
hast oved them as thou hast loved me. 

Thus far Jesus had named only his disciples : but 
how far his intercession was designed to reach, he 
now shows by words of very comprehensive import 
The doctrine of Christ Crucified, was to be 
preached from generation to generation : and the 
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Spirit would work on the hearts of men by means 
of this doctrine. This simple, unadorned preaching 
would prove to be " the power of God unto salva- 
tion, to every one that believeth." For each indi- 
vidual believer, therefore ; yea, for multitudes of 
believers at that time unborn, Jesus here prays, 
" He ever liveth to make intercession for us." The 
humblest and obscurest of his servants may there- 
fore be assured, that Jesus had respect to him, in 
this very prayer, which he uttered the night before 
his Crucifixion. 

Great and glorious are the blessings, which 
Jesus here invokes on behalf of believers. " That 
they all may be one:" all united to God in Christ, 
and thus all united with one another : united, even 
as the Father and Christ are one ! The union of 
the Son with the Father is a mystery, far above 
our comprehension : we know only, that it must be 
intimate and perfect : and as the Father and Son 
are one, so are believers made one, in them. Christ 
had received glory from his Father, and he desires 
that the mystical members of his body may share in 
the same glory. Thus is Christ in us, as the Father 
is in him : " I in them (saith Christ), and thou 
in me." 

Oneness of essential nature, cannot subsist be- 
tween a created being, and the Creator. But there 
may be, and there certainly is, oneness of purpose, 
interest, and affection, between all believers, and 
Christ. St. Paul speaks of this union with his 
accustomed force : " We are members of his body, 
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of his flesh, and of his bones." (Eph. v. 30.) And 
yet more fully when he says, " There is one body, 
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling: One Lord, one faith, one baptism: 
One God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all." (Ephesians iv. 4 — 6.) 

Instead of speculating upon mysteries which are 
unfathomable, and striving to define wherein the 
union of believers with God and with one another, 
resembles the union of the Father with the Son ; it 
is far better to meditate on those practical views, 
which tend to cement the affections of all genuine 
Christians in one. — Looking to our origin, let us 
remember, that once we were all partakers of 
a common ruin : we were by nature bound in the 
chains of sin, and children of wrath. We have had 
also a common deliverance. Our Redeemer is 
one ; Jesus Christ the righteous. If moreover we 
have become new creatures in him, we have all 
been made to drink into the same Spirit We 
have one common rule of faith, the word of God, 
When the Lord promised to his people, " I will 
give them one heart and one way," he described 
that sort of affectionate family-feeling, which unites 
brother with brother in Christ. They all " love 
the brotherhood." In the early days of Christia- 
nity, this was remarkably exemplified : " the mul- 
titude of them that believed, were of one heart and 
of one soul." This close affection was what our 
Lord intended in his prayer." 

Alas ! for the professing Church, which for ages 
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hath been a scene of so much disunion and contro- 
versy; grievous beyond expression, to all them 
that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity ! Can 
we regard those as like-minded with Christ, who 
needlessly form parties in his professing Church ? 
Christ himself designed that there should be only 
one Spirit, animating the whole body; and for this 
he prayed. They are his truest disciples, who fol- 
low out his purpose, not in word and in tongue ; 
but in deed and in truth. 

Union is best promoted, by our learning to mor- 
tify our pride, and to wear the yoke of Him, who 
was meek and lowly in heart. If all knew their 
proper station, and kept it ; if all knew their proper 
gift, and cultivated it ; in lowliness of mind esteem- 
ing others better than themselves— there would 
then be something like unity amongst us. " For 
I say (writes St. Paul) through the grace given 
unto me, to every man that is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think; but to think soberly, according as God hath 
dealt to every man the measure of faith. For as 
we have many members in one body, and all mem- 
bers have not the same office : so we, being many, 
are one body in Christ, and every one members 
one of another." (Romans xii. 3 — 5.) 

Christian union implies an eminent degree of 
genuine love subsisting among Christians. Charity 
is "the bond of perfectness." And, would we 
know what Christian love is, let us hear St. Paul 
again : " Charity sufFereth long, and is kind ; cha- 
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rity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not 
puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh 
not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no 
evil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things. " ( 1 Cor. xiiL 
4—7.) 

Christians formed by the Holy Spirit agreeably 
to this model, are objects of delight and compla- 
cency to our Heavenly Father. They are dear to 
him, even as his own beloved Son : "Thou (saith 
Christ to the Father) thou hast loved them, as 
thou hast loved me." 

It is observable that our Lord adverts to this 
subject of unity, nearly the last in his prayer. 
Foreseeing the numbers that would flock into his 
Church, he prays the more earnestly for their 
union in heart and affection. A divided house 
cannot stand. It is Satan's base artifice, to " di- 
vide and conquer." The strength of our Jerusalem 
consists in her being built as a city that is compact 
together. 

This unity of Christ's disciples, was intended to 
serve as a perpetual, progressive, and public attesta- 
tion to the world, (even to persons the most pro- 
fane), that Christ was come from God : " that the 
world may know that thou hast sent me." As the 
scattering of the Jews among all nations, is a stand- 
ing proof of the truth of prophecy; so was the 
unity of Christians to be a constant demonstration 
to mankind, that Jesus is the Christ of God. May 
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that evidence gain increasing strength in our days ! 
May the blessed times, foretold by Isaiah, be 
hastened in their arrival :— when " the wolf shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid ; and the calf and the young lion and 
the fatling together; and a little child shall lead 
them. And the cow and the bear shall feed ; their 
young ones shall lie down together : and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child 
shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the cockatrice's den. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain : for the earth shall be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." 
xi. 6—9.) 



JESUS CONCLUDES HIS PRAYER FOR HIS 
DISCIPLES AND ALL BELIEVERS. 

John xvii. 24 — 26. 

Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am ; that they may behold my glory, which 
thou hast given me : for thou lovedst me before the foundation 
of the world. 

O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee : but I 
have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. 

And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare 
it : that the love wherewith thou hast loved me, may be in them, 
and 1 in them. 

As our great Mediator and Advocate draws toward 
the close of his prayer, he appears as one gradually 

N 
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entering with greater freedom within the veil, 
till at length He almost stands in the Holy of 
Holies. He speaks to God with the boldness of a 
Son ; as one who could say, " And I know that 
thou hearest me always." — In these concluding 
words, first, he asks a great favour on behalf of all 
believers : next, he utters an awful declaration con- 
cerning the world : and finally, he avows his pur- 
pose of revealing more and more clearly that 
blessed, uniting love, which has its source in the 
bosom of the Father, and which flows, through 
Jesus as Mediator, into the hearts of all his be- 
lieving people. 

1. First, as to the favour which he asks for all 
believers. He had just declared that his prayer 
was not confined to the Eleven : so that the words, 
" Those whom thou hast given me," must here be 
taken to signify, all the elect people of God. He 
prays that all his followers may be with him in 
glory. " I will," saith Christ : meaning, I desire a 
favour, which I know to be as much thy pleasure 
as mine — and therefore I ask it with confidence — 
" that those whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am." And wherefore ? w That they may 
behold my glory, which thou hast given me : for 
thou lovedst me before the foundation of the 
world." 

The joy of saints in heaven, then, will princi- 
pally consist in their contemplating and adoring 
the glory of Jesus. Seeing him, we shall know 
what is meant by his being "the brightness of his. 
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Father's glory, and the express image of his per- 
son." His countenance will not be the less radiant, 
from his having once been a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief. No : to us it will be all the 
more lovely for that very reason ! We shall un- 
derstand then, to what a depth of humiliation he 
stooped on our behalf. But there we shall behold 
Him centering in himself the Mediatorial dignity 
of the Son of man, and the majesty of the eternal 
Son of God. We shall comprehend, in a way that 
we cannot here do, the fact of his pre-existence in 
heaven from all eternity, the mystery of his incar- 
nation, and the glory of his present exaltation. 
Every thing then to be revealed concerning Christ, 
will admit us more intimately into the counsels of 
the Father's everlasting love. It were in vain for 
us, to attempt now to fathom such mysteries. To 
know them, we must be where our Lord is; dwell- 
ing in heaven as heirs of God, and joint-heirs |with 
Christ. 

2. But while he spake mysteries, (the rudiments 
of which, at least, his followers should even here 
begin learning,) Jesus uttered a most awful decla- 
ration concerning the world ; that is, all who had 
remained unconverted under his ministry ; and, by 
consequence, all ungodly men and unbelievers, in 
every age. In speaking of them, Jesus appeals to 
God, as one, who could not err in judgment: 
" O righteous Father, the world hath not known 
thee :" and he contrasts their state with the con- 
dition of himself and believers : " but I have known 
n 2 
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thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me." 
How affecting to think, that the Jews, who en- 
joyed so many religious advantages, should have 
lived and died without the knowledge of God the 
Father : and that Herod and Pontius Pilate, with 
Jesus actually in their presence, should have let 
slip the opportunity of learning the Truth from 
him ! Their ignorance was deeply criminal ! While 
Jesus speaks of them, indignation and pity seem 
struggling within his breast. — He then turns from 
them, to his happy band of followers ; rejoicing to 
think that they knew the Gospel of his salvation 
to be from God. 

3. Then, finally, he declares his unalterable pur- 
pose, to reveal, more and more clearly, the name 
and nature of the Father, to his disciples and all 
believers. " I have declared, and I will declare !" 
— It hath been the business of my ministry on 
earth, to magnify the wisdom, power and love of 
God : this shall be the doctrine taught by my 
dying agonies upon the Cross ; and when ascended 
up on high, from the habitation of my glory will I 
pour forth of my Spirit abundantly, still revealing 
the same truth, that God is love. The Father 
hath loved me : he hath constituted me the channel 
through which his everlasting love shall flow into 
the hearts of believers : therefore will I take up 
my abode within them. I will dwell in their hearts 
by faith. They shall know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge : that the love, O holy 
Father, wherewith thou hast loved me, may be in 
them, and I in them \ 
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Jesus here ends his prayer. The listening dis- 
ciples, ere this, would be fixed in silent awe and 
adoration. "Who is a God like unto Thee !" — 
would be the feeling of every heart. "What are 
these mysteries, made to pass so quick before our 
eyes: the deep doctrine concerning the Father, 
the Son, and the Spirit of truth : the promise of 
further revelations : the privileges to be enjoyed 
by believers in distant ages ! What may these 
things mean?" They would be ready again to 
say among themselves, " We cannot tell what he 
saith!" 

They then accompanied their Lord, passing on 
with thoughtful step, over the brook Cedron. One 
consolation, however, they had ; they were assured 
of their Master's tenderest affection towards them. 
" Having loved his own that were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end ! " This comfort may we 
participate likewise ! Let every true-hearted dis- 
ciple go on his way, rejoicing in this thought — 
"None shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord ! " 



THE END. 
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